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TO 


JAMES AMOS, ESQ. 

ST. iIelen's place. 


MY DEAR SIR, 

* 

I HOPE I lhall neither offend you by 
having -prefixed^your naqie to the following 
pages, nor by stating the motives, beyond 
those of a private and personal nature, which 
influenced my selection. 

The disposition which you evinced, at an 
unusually early period of life, to render 
yourself extensively useful to society, and 
in which disposition you so strenuously per- 
severe, would, of itself justify my choice, 
and, 1 hope, be sufficient ground to induce 
your acceptance of this public testimony, 
from^ a consciousness that, not being unwor- 
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thily offered, on the one part, neither will 
its reception be derogatory on the other. The 
long connexion of your respected family 
with the East Indies, and your own well- 

known extensive concerns with that rich por- 

( 

tion of the globe, have also combined to di- 
rect you to acquaint , yourself with details 
which give yoif more than an individual 
interest in what relates to it. 

You have already availed yourselt ot many 
opportunities to display your zeal in pro- 
moting every useful political and commercial 
knowledge; and the advancement of com- 
merce and of literature, as best calculated to 
promote the general good, has frequently 
been seen to be near td your heart. 

Although it may seem presumptuous, in 
such an individual as myself, to attempt to 
confirm you in the truly beneficial and laud- 
able sentiments you have adopted on, I doubt 
not, the most mature and studied conviction 
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of their utility, yet the vanity will, I trust, 
be venial, which impels me to hope that even 
this inconsiderable meed, of applause may 
provf an incitement to your progress towards 
giving them an universal expansion. 

To you. Sir, pre-eminent in the commerce 
of a country “ whose merchants are 
PRINCES,” I now presume to dedicate 
these hasty “ Sketches,” and have the honour 
to subscribe myself, with most respectful 
esteem, • 


My dear Sir, 

Your sincere, though very humble friends 
JOHN JOSEPH STOCKDALE. 
London, 

gth Octohr, i8ii. 
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PREFACE. 


The following work owes its origin to the ex- 
pedition, under that brave and experienced soldier 
Sir Samuel Auchmujty ♦, against the last set- 
tlement remaining in thc.hands of an European 
power hostile to Great Brltaiif. The subject, in 
itself interesting, is rendered much more so by 
the {frobability of the many new sources of en- 
terprise, which will now be opened to the view 
of that liberal, extensive, and spirited commerce, 
which has so highly contributed to enable this 
kingdom to present itself ad insurmountable bar- 
rier to the atrocious schemes of that enemy of the 
human race, Napoleon Buonaparte. 


* A bio^pMcal memoir and portrait of this gentleman is 
contained in “ Notes on the Vice-Royalty of La Plata,” Sec, 
which also includes an account of his military operations in 
South America, 
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The portion comprised in the first three 
Eooks, is selected from the Voyages of John 
Splinter Stavorinus, rear-admiral in the service 
of the States General ; into which is iheor- 
porated the substance of the notes of his well- 
informed English translator/Mr. Wilcocke, with 
occasional reference to the early labours of the 
celebrated Valcntyn, Sir George Staunton’s Ac- 
count of the Embassy to China, kc, &c. 

Although thc^planof comprising each separate 
account in one Book subjects die reader to some 
repetition ; yet, as it is calculated tc do more 
justice to the respective travellers, the editor 
hopes it will not be imputed to him as a fault. 

The remaining part of the work acquires much 
value, as the actual ohservation of an intel- 
ligent traveller, C. F. Tombe*, an officer of 
engineers, and gcncial in the French service, 
whose information is most rcccut, and in a great 
measure entirely new. 

From the same source is derived the first 
actual survey of the .Eland of Java and its im- 


* Voi.i£e aux Indcs Oiientalcs, edited by Soniilui, 
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mediate dependencies, which has been made 
public in this country, or indeed in Europe, and 
the plan of the line of defence of Batavia ; 
with the addition of the city, to the plan, and 
some necessary details to the interior of the map, 
principally from Valcntyn’s book ; for the loan 
of which, and the ready access afforded to the 
invaluable stores contained in the museum and 
library of the Right Hon. Sir Joseph Banks, 
Bart, the editor must, in common with every 
votary oTf literature and science; acknowledge his 
warmest obligations. 

The autlooritics for the other additions are in 
ever^ case duly quoted. The particulars of the 
celebrated poison-tree will, he cannot doubt, be 
considered highly important. 

In a space of Vime, perhaps unprecedentedly 
short, the editor has translated, selected, and 
compiled, the subsequent “ Sketches,” and, to 
avow “ the head aijd front of his offending, ” he 
has been guilty of viakhig a hooky which he ven- 
tures to hope will be found to contain amuse- 
ment, interest, and information. The effort, at 
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any rate, is not very ambitious; and, although 
it cannot entitle him to literary reputation, he 
trusts that its avowed production on the spur of 
the moment, will shelter him from the severity 
of that criticism, which has often shown itself 
indulgent to his lowly endeavours. He has 
little, indeed, to apprehend from the huge Levia- 
than of criticism, The Edinburgh Review ♦, 
which, singular as it may appear, has studiously 
avoided, except in one instance -f-, noticing any 
works of which *he is the 'publisher, although 
some of them are Jhe produltions of the first 
characters of the time -personal offence he can 
scarcely have given to these mighty arbite|[;s of 
public taste, not having individual knowledge of 
any one of them. 


* It would be more consistent with that grammatical accu- 
racy on which these critics* occasionally love to descant, to 
substitute the word Essayist for that of Review; but, even 
waving this objection, how can the general title of Review be 
fairly assumed by a work which docs not notice, foreign lite- 
rature included, in the course of its whole yeaily series, as 
many English books as issue from the London press alone in 
one quarter of the time ? ^ 

■f Mr. Petrie’s Statement of Facts relative to the Disturb' 
ances in India, 
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Whatever may be the fate of the present per- 
formance, he feels confident that, as rather an 
uncommon exertion of industry in his ovn call- 
ing, nt will attach nrfnemish to his humble 
name. 

iVb. 41, PallMatl. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE BINDER. 
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Map of Java, from actual Survey ... to face the Title. 

Plin of Batavia, and its Line of Defence, from 
rtie Antigol to the Ancka River 


Page 271, 
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THE ISLAND OF JAVA- 

17C8— 1771. 


BOOK T. 


• CHAPTER I.. 

Situation of Java.-^Strahs of Sumla, — Priuce*s 
JshvicL-^Dzvars in den — Bay of ylnjer,~ 

Claim of the Dutch East India Company to the 
Scn'^rcignly of the Straits of Sunda. — Bay of 
Bantam. — Road of Batavia. — Kingdom of Ban^ 
tarn — tributary to the Company. — Speech on the 
jdppointment of a Successor to the Throne. — Em-- 
pirc of Jaccatra. — Cheribon.* — The Soesoehoenam^ 
or Emperor of Java. — The Sultan. — Princi^ 
palily of Madura. — Political Conduct of the 
Company towards the native Princes. 

The island of Java, which is one of the largest 
of those constituting the *great Oriental Axchi- 
pclago, is situated between 6"* and 9® south lati- 
tude, and extends from 120*' to cast longi- 
u 
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tude from Fcncriffe, being one hundred and 
sixty-five Dutch miles in length. It lies nearly 
in the direction of east and west ; to the south 
and west its shores are washed hy the southern 
Indian Ocean ; to the north-west lies the island 
of Sumatra; to the north, Borneo; to the 
north-cast, Celebes; and, to the east, that of 
Bali : from which last it is separated by a nar- 
row passage, called the Straits of Bali. 

The arm of the sea which'runs between Java 
and Sumatra, is known by the appellation of 
the Straits of Suiida. The length of this chan- 
nel is, on the Sumatra' side, taken from the 
Flat Point, to Vark^ns, or Hog Point, fifteen 
German miles; and, on the Java side, from the 
first point, or Java Head, to the point of Ban- 
tam, full twenty. In the mouth of the strait 
lies Prince’s Island, about a league and a half 
from the coast of Java, and full six leagues from 
Sumatra. 

Prince’s Island is low, and only about four 
leagues in circumference. It has, however, two 
bills, one at its cast end, and the other a little 
more to the south, which make it visible at a 
moderate distance, especially the hill which lies 
at the cast end, and which is accordingly, by 
navigators, called the High Hill ; the English 
call it the Pike. At its s. w. side is a stone reef, 
which, according to the charts, extends a league 
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and a half out lo sea, and is dangerous for ships 
going througli the passage between this island 
and Java. The island is covered with trees, 
and affords an agreeable prospect to the passing . 
seamen : it is inhabited by Javanese, who sub- 
sist by fishing. 

By the situation of Prince’s Island, at the en- 
trance of the Straits of Sunda, are formed two 
passages ; the one, running between Prince’s 
Island and Java, has been called the Behouden, 
or Secured Passage, and is maefe use of, for (he 
most part^ by those ships which have to pass the 
straits during the.south east monsoon, in order 
that, sailing close in with*the^shore of Java, they 
may soon get within agehoring-deptih, and not 
be in danger of Tjeing driven out to sea again, 
by th? currents, which at that time of the year 
set strongly out of the straits to the westward. 

The other passage, which is called by seamen 
Hct Groote Gat, (fr the Great Channel, some- 
times serves also as an entrance to the straits 
during the south-east monsoon; but it is with 
the greatest difficulty, and after a continued 
struggling with the south-easterly winds, and 
the currents, that this can be effected ; and not 
unfrequently five or six weeks are spent in 
, working up a distance, which, in the west 
monsoon, is often sailed over in twice as many 
hours. 
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Notwithstanding the difficulty of entering the 
straits on this side, when these contrary winds 
and currents are in force, almost all the ships 
which fall to leeward, upon the west coast of 
Sumatra, as well as those which come from the 
west of India, are obliged to pass through this 
channel, as it is scarcely possible to reach the 
windward shore of Java, in the teeth of the 
south-east monsoon ; and they therefore cannot 
generally avail themselves of the other passage. 

The entrance of the straits, on this side, affords 
an uncommonly pleasing prospect, near the Su- 
matran shore. First, the’ Fljit Point, which is 
low, and covered jvilli trees,* and behind it the 
majestic mountains of Sumatra, rising with a 
gradual ascent to the clouds ; d little more for- 
ward, the Keizers, or Emperor’s Island,, tifts its 
high and spiry summit ; farther on, the islands 
Kraketau, Slybzec, and Pulu Bicie, or the 
Iron Island, show their mountains covered with 
evergreens. The opposite coast of Java is not 
inferior to this, and improves continually in ap- 
pearance, affording at the same time good an- 
chorage, which is not to be met with on the Su- 
matra side. The numerous groves of cocoa- 
nut-palms, and the rice-fields in the back-ground, 
give the most pleasing ideas of the fertility of its, 
soil. 

Twelve or thirteen leagues from Prince’s Island, 
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in the most narrow part of the strait, and oppo- 
site to Varkens, or Hog Point of Sumatra, lies 
an island, which, on account of its situation, 
exactly in the middle of the channel, has, with 
great propriety, obtained the name of Dwars in 
den Weg, Thwart the Way, or Middle Isle. It 
is low, and of little extent, with some small 
reefs, which stretch out from it here and there. 
Like all the islands in these seas, it is covered 
with wood, and is believed to be uninhabited, 

A strong current always runs through the pas- 
sages on either side this island, setting, with the 
prevailing easterly^ of westerly winds, either to 
the north-east or to the s6uth-west, although it 
sometimes happens, that^the current runs con- 
trary to the direction of the wind, for a short 
time, between Dwars in den Weg and the coast 
of Java, and farther on to the point of Bantam, 
there appears to be a settled current, independ- 
ently of the wind. • 

Ships passing out through the Straits of Sunda, 
often anchor in the bay of Anjer, in order to 
take in their last supply of fresh water, from a 
rivulet which rtyis from the mountains into the 
sea, at this place, close to a little grove of cocoa- 
nut-trees. There is likewise a Javanese village, 
which is under the juriscfiction of ihe king of 
Bantam, and which has erroneously been rec- 
koned, by some travellers, among the large cities 
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of Java, fhoii^j) it has nothing which can be 
consniicd inio a town. 

Not lar from this is an islet or rock, entirely 
overgrown with hrushwood ; it is called the 
Brabandsch-huedjc ; and a iiitle farther to the 
north, a similar one, called the Toppers- 
hoedje ^ : this last is steep and bold, having 
fifty fathom depth close to it. 

The Dutch East India Company claim an ab- 
solute sovereignty over the Straits of Sunda, and 
this is acknowledged by all the other powers. 
The Company require the salute, and have the 
right of interdicting this passage to all other na- 
tions though they prudently do not enforce such 
right. 1 he right is maintained as proceeding 
from the circnnistancc, that the land on both 
sid(‘s of tlic straits is tributary to the Company; 
viz. the kingdom of Bantam on the Java shore, 
and on the other side the land of Lampon, with 
that whicli lies farther weshvard, being con- 
quered provinces belonging to Bantam. ITcrc 
is a rcsoluiion, on tins subject, of the council of 
India, and articles are inclutled in the secret 
orders which are given to the Company's ships 
bound to the west ot India, respecting the salute 
to be required ol the ships of other nations ; hut 


^ They are called the Cap and Button by English navigators. 
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w]ilch order is not to be opened, unless they 
chance to meet with such. 

From Anjcr to the point of Bantam, the coun- 
try appears, in general, with high mountains in- 
land,' and a foreland more level. From this 
point, which is the nortlierninost extremity of 
Java, the land declines to the south-east, and 
makes a deep bay ; and in the farthest part of 
the bight is situated the city of Bantam. 

From the point of Poiftang, which torms tlic 
eastern extremity of the bay of. Bantam, as that 
just mentioned docs the western, the land is every 
where very low ; yc* there are •high mountains 
Inland, among which the Blue Mountain towers 
above ihd rest. Although tlTis mountain lu^s at 
a great distance, towarefs the south side of (he 
island, and south-east Irom Batavia, yet it is seen 
betore Bantam. It was formerly, as is related, a 
volcano; but nothing of this kind is at piesent 
pcrcclvalile. , 

The navigation from this place to the road of 
Batavia chords the most agreeable prospects, 
by the numerous small islaixls, covered with per- 
petual verdure, anil which arc strewed, as it 
were, along the sea, 1'he anchoring-ground is 
every where very good ; but there are many 
rocks, Irom ten to cightc^eu fcLt under water, and 
which sometimes occasion nuioh damage to the 
vessels which do not carel'ully avoid llicm. The 
B 4 
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Batavian government, however, have caused 
buoys to be placed upon them, moored by heavy 
anchors ; and upon some of them beacons are 
erected; bfit when these arc washed away by 
the currents, the navl^citor must avoid the rbeks 
by taking the bearings of the several islands. 

The road of Batavia is justly esteemed one of 
the best in the world, as well with regard to the 
anchoring- ground, which consists of a soft clay, 
as to the safety it affords' the ships which anchor 
in it, and to the •tUiml^er whhii it can cojitain. 
Although the road is open iiom the n.w. to 
E.N.K. and east, }'ct sliij)s licas sccuic and c|nict 
as if they were landlocked, oy areount of the 
numerous islands which lie on that sfeie, and 
break the force of the waves. Ships are never 
obliged to moor stern and stern here ; and the 
current which runs within the if^lands is not 
strong, but wilbout them it is very violent. 

In tlu* road, nearest to the tu*wn, lies a guard- 
ship, commonly called the admiral-ship, with an 
ensign at the toj), from which, both in the day 
and in the night, such signals arc made to the 
other ships in the road, as tlic commanding of- 
ficer thinks re(julsitc. For several years past it 
lias been regulated, that one of tlic captains of 
tlie ships in the road s'hould keep guard on 
board this ship, in order that, in case of acci- 
dent, by iirti or otherwise, some one may be 
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always at band;, to give the necessary direciions, 
as the other captains of the vessels generally pass 
the night in the city. On such occasions a signal 
is made from the admiral-ship, to give informa- 
tion, 'in order that the necessary assistance be 
immediately sent (rom the snore. 

Before saying any thing of Batavia, it will not 
he improper ro relate how tar the power of the 
East India Company extends over the whole 
island of Java, which is •divided into four em- 
pires, or kingdoms, either wholly or in part 
subicct to (he dominion of the Company. 

The first, to begii> from the west, is the king- 
dom of Bantam ; this is. governed by its own 
kings, wflli full power ot life and death over 
their subjects; yet they are tributary to the 
Com[iany, paying a yearly acknowledgment of 
a hundred hhars of pepper, or 37,500 pounds 
weight; besides whicli, a strict engagement is 
entered lnt(3 by the^king, not to sell either pep-, 
per, or any produce of his country, to other na- 
tions. It must all be delivered to the Company, 
for a certain stipulated price; and this does not 
solely regaid the pepper produced in his domi- 
nions in Java, but likewise all which is grown 
in his other territories, his conquered provinces, 
situated in the great island of Borneo, and in 
Sumatra, which likewise yield much pepper ; 
\\nd the Company have accordingly residencies 
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established, in the first, at Banjermassing, and 
in the last, at Lampon Toulabouwa, which serve, 
in the same way as Fort Speelwyk at Bantam, 
to enforce the fulfilment of the treaties, and to 
prevent a contraband trade. 

The king of Bantam is also deprived of the 
power of appointing his own successor, and the 
Company nominate one of the royal family to 
succeed him, as latterly took place in the year 
1767. 

The speech made, on that occasion, by Mr. 
Ossenberg, ordinary counsellor of India, who 
was deputed thither from Batavia, to Represent 
the united Dutch East.India Company, as lord 
paramount, from it!s peculiarity, is well worthy 
of being inserted literally in this place, Iranslated 
out of the Malay, the language in which ;t wa? 
delivered. 

“ liis excellency the governor- general, and the 
honourable the council of having thought 
fit and resolved to appoint me commissary ple- 
nipotentiary to the court of Bantam, in order, at 
the request of the king, to propose and appoint 
his majesty’s eldest son Pangorang (prince) 
Gusti, hereditary prince, and successor to the 
empire of Bantam ; and this desirable period 
being now arrived, in consequence, I, the com- 
missary aforesaid, in the name and behalf of the 
general East India Company of the Nether- 



OH THE ISLAND OH JAVA. 27 

lands, appoint the said pangorang, to be pan- 
gorang ratoo, or hereditary prince, and heir to 
the crown and the whole empire of Bantam', 
by the title of Abdul Mofagir Mohamed All 
Jondten. 

“ The commissary expects, that the said pan> 
gorang ratoo will, at all. times, consider this his 
important promotion, as a peculiar favour, and a 
great benefit conferred upon him by the honour- 
able Company ; being adopted from this mo- 
ment, as the grandson of the .East India Com- 
pany of the Netherlands ; and that he will 
hencefortli, on all occasions, iwid in all times, 
behave with integrity and gratitude towards 
them, oUbying the commands of the honourable 
Company, and of the ‘king his father, during 
his wliole life.” 

After the appointment, this harangue was again 
read, by order of the commissary, in the Malay 
language, in the gresence of the king his father, 
of all the grandees of his court, and a number 
of the Company’s servants, who had come from 
Batavia, and belonged to the retinue of tlie 
commissary; and the ceremony concluded with 
playing of gomgoms, and other demonstrations 
of joy. 

The second empire iiv Java -is that of Jacca- 
tra, which is bounded, to the east, by that of 
Cheribon, and to the west, by the kingdom of 
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Bantam. Jaccatra Was formerly governed by its 
own kings ; but the last of these having been 
subdued by the arms of ihe Company in the year 
1619, they have ever since possessed it, by the 
right of conquest, as sovereigns. It is ufider 
the immediate government of the governor-ge- 
neral and council of India, and all the Javanese 
of Jaccatra are therefore born the Company's 
subjects. Before this revolution, Jaccatra was 
the capital of the empife; but Batavia, which 
is built very near*^ the former, is now the chief 
place. 

The third empiVe is that of Cheribon. This 
is under the dominion of three, different princes, 
who are independent of the Company, 'and so- 
vereigns in their respective districts. Yet they 
arc their allies, and, in the same manner as the 
king of Bantam, they arc bound, by treaty, to 
sell all the produce of their territories, exclusively 
to tlie Company, and not to permit any other 
nation than the Dutch to enter their dominions; 
for the due maintenance of which conditions, 
the Company likewise take care to guard and 
garrison their seaports. 

These would be the only princes in Java, who 
possessed not only nominal, but also real so- 
vereignly, were it not for'’ the situation of thek 
dominions, which lie between Jaccatra, and the 
empire of the Soesoehoenam, or emperor of Java, 
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who Is also a dependant on the Company; of 
whom they must of course stand in awe, and 
whose wishes 'they must in every respect observe; 
for if they do not, the Company make no scruple 
of dethroning one prince, and establishing ano- 
ther in his stead. 

The Company exercised their power in this 
respect, in the commencement of the year 1769. 
One of these Oherlbon princes, not treating his 
subjects well, was put under arrest, by orders 
from the council of India, and banished to the 
castle Victoria, in the island of Amboyna ; while 
another prince of the blood was elevated to the 
vacant dignity, up^on condition, however, of his 
furnishiifg a certain annual •sum of money, for 
the support of his imprisoned predecessor. 

TUe fourth empire is that of the Soesoehoe- 
nam, or emperor of Java, which is often called 
Socsoehoenam Mataram, from the place of his 
residence. This gmpire comprehended, of old, 
the greater part of the island : that of Cheribon 
once formed part of it, and it was then very 
powerful ; but, since the Dutch have been esta- 
blished here, it has* lost much of its lustre and 
importance. Yet it remained undivided till 
about the middle of the present century, when 
the emperor found himself so much embarrassed, 
in consequence of the rebellion of Manko Boeni, 
a prince of the blood, that he made a cession of 
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his ferritories to the Company, who, in return, 
granted him the half hack agiin as their vassal, 
and promised him their protcctiod, engaging at 
the same time, never to make an emperor of 
Java, who was not a prince of the imperial 
family. 

Tlie empire being thus split into two parts, 
the other half was, in like manner, given to 
Manko Bocni, as' the Company's yassal, under 
the title of Sultan, with a similar promise of 
proteciion, and 'engagement never to nominate 
any other than princes of his family., as suc- 
cessors to his (fignity. This other half consti- 
tutes the fifth empire of Java. Cf 7 5^ • • 

To these may be added a sixth, though it does 
not properly belong to Java ; being a separate 
island, but close to it: the island and princi* 
pality of Madura, which is divided from Java 
by a narrow strait. It is under the government 
of a prince, who is equally a«vassal of the Com- 
pany, who also dispose of the succession. 

All these princes arc under engagements to 
deliver the produce of their respective countries 
to the Company alone, and not to sell any of it 
to another nation ; likewise, not t 9 enter into 
any connexions, or treaties, with other powers; 
arid gieat care is taken to enforce these con- 
ditions, by the Company, whose numerous forts 
and garrisons, along the whole north coast of 
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Java, render the cdhtravention of them extremely 
difficult, if not wholly impossible, to the native 
princes. Were they, however, ^11 to unite 
against the Company, the latter would be in a 
very disagreeable predicament ; but their mutual 
and unceasing jealousies and animosities are 
safeguards against this. Though the Company's 
government do not perhaps foment, yet they do 
not extinguish the flames of discord; which 
being always kept smouldering, make one native 
prince prevent whatever another may design 
against the Company. 

It was likewise fOr very solid political reasons, 
that the empire ojf Java was allowed, or rather 
contrivecl, to be divided fnto two states ; for 
such an extent of territory as it formerly com- 
prehvnded, Vould always have made, whoever 
was its sole master, a dangerous neighbour to 
the Company, whereas, being under the domi- 
nion of two men, who arc irreconcilable ene- 
mies, it is easily kept in entire subjection. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Climate of Java, — Land and Sea Winds, — Mon- 
soons ^ — 7 hinder- storms, — Rivers. — Productions* 
— Pepper. — Rice, — Sugar. — Coffee , — Cotton- 
yarn, — Salt . — Indigo . — Timhcr, — Ftuits — Fast 
I ariety of them. — T^e Natives. — Their Cha- 
racter, — Dress. r— Customs. — Dwellings. — Food* 
•^Diversions, — Religion, — Physicians, — Jgri- 
culture, • . 

Java is situated to'thcsouth of the eqfuator, in 
a climate which was thought uninhabitable by 
the ancients, wlio believed that the scotching 
heat rendered the land there so arid and barren, 
as to be unable to produce any thing for the 
subsistence of man. This gpinion originated 
from their total ignorance of the interior parts of 
Africa, which lie between the tropics, as well as 
respecting the Indies, and the great peninsula 
beyond the Ganges. The improvements of na- 
vigation, in modern limes, have exploded this 
error, and proved that the lands near the equi- 
noctial line, far from being barren and unin- 
habited, yield the palm in nothing, to less torrid 
regions, and are able to feed full as many inhar 
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bitants, as the most fertile country in the tempe- 
rate climates. 

The idea, that the heat must be utterly insup- 
portable in these parts, is not so absurd, for the 
sun is* twice a year vertically over them, and its 
rays shoot almost always in a perpendicular line ; 
so that it would be nearly as bad as was supposed, 
if Nature herself did not come to their assistanoCf 
by the refreshing land and sea breezes, which 
blow here alternately throtghout the year, and 
so far moderate the h( at, as to make it tolerable 
to most men. As the rising and setting of the 
sun is likewise always nearly at the same hour, 
and scarcely differs more than a few minutes, the 
long nights consequently coot the air so much, 
that in the morning, for an hour or two before 
daybreak, it may be rather said to be cold than 
warm, especially by such people as have resided 
here for some time. 

From the month* of July to November, the 
thermometer of Fahrenheit was always, in the 
hottest part of the day, between 84® and 90®, 
excepting only one day, when it rose to 92® ; 
and in the greatest degree of coolness in the 
morning, it was seldom lower than 76®. This 
thermometer was placed in the open. air, in the 
city of Batavia, shaded both from the rays of the 
;sun, and from their reflection. 

The barometer undergoes little or no variation, 
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and stands for a whole year at twenty-nine inches 
ten lines, according to daily observations. 

The warmth of the air decreases greatly, on 
approaching the mountains, which lie towards 
the southern parts of the island. At the country- 
«eat of the governor-general, called Buitenzorg 
(rural care), situated full sixteen Dutch miles 
south from Batavia, at the foot ,of the Blue 
mountains, the cold is so great in the morning, 
that not only thick clothes are requisite, but it is 
difficult to bectime warm even with them. Dr. 
Thunberg, who visited both Buitenzorg and 
the Blue mountains, says, that the climate is 
very healthy and refreshing, and the air, especU 
-ally in the morning and evening, absolutely cold, 
insomuch that, not having brought a great coat 
with him, he was chilled, and ferfectly 
shivered with the cold evening air, in a country 
that lies almost directly under the equator,*’ 

The land and sea winds iblow here every day 
without exception. The sba-breeze, which in 
ihe east monsoon is generally confined between 
fe.N.E. and north, but in the west monsoon runs 
as far as n, w. and farther," begins to blow about 
clevr'ii or twelve o’clock in the forenoon. It 
increases gradually in the afternoon till evening, 
and then dies iinpefceptibly away, (ill abput 
eight or nine o’clock, when it is perfectly oaloi. 
Thclahd-wiiid begins at midnight, or 
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fore, and continues till an hour or two aftet sun- 
rise, when it generally again falls calm, till the 
sea-breeze comes on at its accustomed hopr. 

The year is divided into two seasons, one of 
whJth is called the east monsoon, or dry season, 
and the other the west monsoon, or rainy season* 
The: east, or good monsoon, commences in 
the months of April and May, and ends in the 
latter end of September, or the beginning of 
October*^ The trade- wftids then blow, about 
lour or five leagues off shore,* and through the 
whole of the Indian seas to the south of the 
Un^, from the s. b. and e* s. e. ; ilt times, however, 
running as far as s. s. e. with fine dry weather, 
and a cldar sky. * 

The west, or bad monsoon, generally begins 
in -ili^ latter end of November or beginning of 
December. The wind ofien blows with gnat 
violeiKC, and is accompanied by heavy torrents 
of rain, which render this season very unhealthy, 
and a time of the greatest mortality. The same 
winds are likewise tbund to prevail every where 
to the south of the line. They continue till the 
latter end of Fetouary or the beginning of 
March, and are very variable till April ; ia 
which month the easterly winds begin to blow : 
hence these months, aS likewise October and 
part of November, are called the shifting months; 
and the times of the breaking up of the moa- 



Jfi OH THE ISLAKD OF JAVA. 

soons are esteemed, at Batavia, the most un- 
healthy of all. 

It is very remarkable, that, when the westerly 
winds blow as far as nine or ten degrees south of 
the line, the contrary takes place, at the 'same 
time, and to the same distance, to the north of 
it ; and vice versa, when the westerly winds pre- 
vail to the north, the easterly winds blow to the 
south of the line; which alternation is greatly 
helpful to the navigatibn westward of Java. 

For some years past, it has been observed at 
Batavia, that the commencement of the mon- 
soons begins to be very uncertain, so that neither 
their beginning nor their end can be depended 
upon with so much certainty as formerly; the 
cause of which has not hitherto been discovered. 

Thunder-storms are very frequent at Batavia, 
especially towards the conclusion of the mon- 
soons, when they occur almost every evening. 
They, however, seldom do much damage. 

There are no large rivers in Java navigable by 
vessels of even a moderate burden, but many 
small ones, which, flowing from the mountains 
in a northerly direction, run into the sea, all 
along the northern coast; they arc, however, 
mostly choked up at the mouth by sands or 
mud-banks, which render their entrances, at low 
water, very difficult to the smallest vessels. 

On the bank, or bar, before Batavia, the flood 
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rises about six feet, though at spring-tides, as 
every where, it is more. High and low water, 
likewise, only occur once in four-and twenty 
hours. 

The productions of the island are considerable, 
and of great importance to the Company ; more 
particularly for the last thirty years, in which 
period the cultivation of coffee and other articles 
has been assiduously prosecuted and encouraged. 

The chief produce is pepper, which is mostly 
grown in the western part of ihe island. This 
spice is produced from a plant of the vine kind, 
fiper nigrum^ which twines its tendrils round 
poles or trees, like ivy or hops. The pepper- 
corns gro*w in bunches close to each other. I'hey 
arc first green, but afterwards turn black. When 
dried**lhcy are separated from the dust, and 
partly from the outward membranous coat, 
by means of a kind of winnow, called a harp, 
and then laid up Ia warehouses. This winnow, 
or harp, is an oblong frame, with a bottom of 
iron wire closely twisted, so that the pepper- 
corns cannot pass through it; this is set sloping, 
and the , ungarbled pepper rolling along it, frees 
itself from most of its impurities. 

The empire of Bantam, witli its dependenties 
at Lampon, yield annuafly to the Company more 
than SIX millions of pounds ol this spice. This 
pepper is esteemed the next best to that which 
c 3 



38 OV ttlE ISLAND OF JAVA. 

comes from the coast pf Malabar. That from 
Palembang, of which likewise a very consider- 
able quantity is delivered to the Company, as well 
as that of Borneo, is of a much inferior quality. 

The price for which the king of Bantam is 
obliged to sell all the pepper produced in his 
dominions, is fixed at six rixdollars, or fourteen 
gilders and eight stivers per picol of one hundred 
and twenty-five pounds, nearly two-pence half- 
penny per pound. 

It has been the opinion of many, that the 
white pepper is the fruit of a plant distinct from 
that which produces the black ; this, however, 
is not the case; they are both the same pro- 
duction ; but the white is manufactured by being 
laid in lime, which takes off its outer coat and 
renders it whitish. This is done before thef^pep- 
per is perfectly dry. 

Rice, oryza saliva, is the second product of 
Java, and is collected in largt quantities, espe- 
cially in the empire of Java proper. It grows 
chiefly in low fenny ground. After it has been 
sown, .and has shot up about two or three hand- 
breadths above the ground, it is transplanted by 
lilile bundles of six or more plants, in rows ; 
then by damming up the many rivulets which 
abound in this country, the rice is inundated in 
the rainy season, and kept under water till the 
stalks have attained sufficient strength ; when 
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the land is drained, by opening the dams, and 
it is soon dried by the great heat of the sun. 

At the time of the rice-harvest, the fields have 
much the same appearance as our wheat and 
barky fields, and afford an equally rich scene 
of golden uniformity. 

The sickle is not used in reaping the rice, but 
instead of it a small knife, with w hich the stalk 
is cut about a foot under the ear ; this is done 
one by one, and they me then hound into 
sheaves, the tenth of which is the reward of the 
mower. 

The facldee^ whick is the name given to the 
rice whilst in the husk*, does not grow, like 
wheat and barley, in compact cars, but, like 
oats, in loose spikes. It is not threshed, to 
separate it from the husk, but stamped in large 
wooden blocks, hollowed out ; and the more it 
is stamped the whiier it becomes when boiled. 
The native Indiansjlhroughout the East use this, 
grain as bread, and as their principal food. 

Java has been called the granary of the East, 
on account of the immense quantity of rice 

The following, besides many others, are names applied 
to rice, in irs different stages of growth and preparation : pad*, 
dee^ original name of the seed : ooaayy grain of last season ; 
brnnecy the rice-[dants before t/ansplantaiion ; bra^ or hr^y^ 
rice stripped of its husk; charmopy rice cleaned for boiling;. 
nassecy boiled rice, &c. 
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which it produces/ The other islands in this 
neighbourhood yield little or none, except 
Celebes, where enough is grown to provide 
Anaboyna with this staff of life. 

In the year 1767 the quantity of fourteen 
thousand tons of rice was required, and fur- 
nished, for the consumption of Batavia, Ceylon, 
and Banda, from the island of Java. 

Sugar is produced in large quantities in Java, 
and brought to Batavil. The quantity of thir- 
teen millions of pounds, manufactured in the 
year 1768 in the province of Jaccatra alone, is 
sufficient to show with \vhat luxnrianae the 
sugar-cane, ofimanm^ fiotirishes here. 

Much of it is exported to the west of' India, to 
Surat and the coast of Malabar, and the rest to 
Europe. Most of the sugar- mills are kapt and 
worked by Chinese. 

A fourth production of the island is coffee. 
The plantations of it are, however, peculiarly 
confined to tlie provinces of Cheribon and Jac- 
catra. The tree, coffea^ which produces this 
berry, was first introduced into Java in 1722 or 
1723, under the government of the governor- 
general Zwaardekroon, who greatly encouraged 
the cultivatic n of it among the Javanese. It is 
so much multiplied, that in 1768 Jaccatra fur- 
nished 4,465,500 pounds weight to the Com- 
pany, who paid four rixdollars per picol, being 
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equal to about ij\s» 5J. sterling per cvvt, ; but 
o?her accounts make this article stand them in 
the same proportion as the pepper, two-pcncc 
halfpenny pcT pound, or about i/. 2^. per cwt. : 
thelirst is probably what is paid to the cultiva- 
tors, and the last the invoice value, with the ad- 
dition of the charges. 

Cotton yarn is likewise an inaportant object of 
trade, which Java furnishes to the Company. 
It is spun by the Javanose from the cotton pro- 
duced, in great plenty, in tjie interior parts. 
The province of Jaccatra yielded, in 1768, no 
more than 1^3 pieds, or 16,215 pounds, which 
was 1875 pounds less than ought to have been 
delivered by the Indians, according to the quota 
imposed upon them ; but this deficiency was oc- 
casiojjed by a season of uncommon drought, by 
which the cotton crop liad been materially in- 
jured. 

Salt, much of^wliich is brought from Rem- 
bang to Batavia, is also an article of trade for 
the Company, who dispose of it for a hand.^ome 
profit at the west coast of Sumatra. 

Another product is indigo, which is mostly 
shipped to Europe. The culture of the plant 
which produces this dye, indt^ojera iwctoria, is 
prosecuted with vigour* in the province of Jac- 
tatra, lathe year 1768 the natives were as- 
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scssed at 6125 pounds, though they only fur- 
nished 2875 pounds. 

Large quantities of heavy timber are also 
brought from the north-east coast of Java to 
Batavia. This is not, in reality, a branch of tfade 
for the Company ; but it is of great importance 
for ship-building, and other purposes. 

The great importance of this island to the 
Company is very apparent. It produces some of 
their most considerable* articles of commerce>, 
and provides the .greater j)art of their Indian 
possessions with food, besides furnishing mate- 
rials for shipbuilding. 

The island is extremely abundant in fruit- 
trees. First is llie co6oanut-palm, i:ocos mc'ifera^ 
which is well known ; the ^w/7-trce, which yields 
the palm-wine, or toddy; china-oranges, Qtrus 
anrantium^ of which there are two sorts, one of a 
large, and the other of a smaller size ; the tama- 
rind-tree, tamarindus indica^ thi,’; fruit of which 
consists in pods, containing the tamarind, a 
spungy substance, in which the beans or stones 
arc inclosed ; the fompelmoes^ or shaddock, citrus 
decumanus, the fruit of which is most wholesome, 
on account of its refreshing quality and taste. 
It is a large lemon, of the size of a child’s head; 
the juice is moderately acid, and quenches thirst; 
it is cooling, antiseptic, and antiscorbutic. 

Next the durioon, or drioon tree, the fruit of 
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which is inclosed in a hard shell, of the wzc of a 
man’s head, and sometimes larger; it has a triost 
disagreeable smell, which is extremely offensive 
to those who have never eaten of it ; when once, 
however, the fruit is tasted, the loathing which 
its odour is apt to excite is quickly overcome, 
and use makes it, in the end, so familiar, that 
it is generally preferred beyond all other fruits. 
It is a strong stimulative, and is therefore much 
prized by theChinese. The tree is large and lofty; 
the leaves are small in proportion, but in them- 
selves long and pointed. The 5108 *^ 0 ms grow in 
clusters, on the stcm*and larger branches. The 
petals are five, of a yellowish white, surrounding 
five buncKes of stamina, eacH bunch containing 
about twelve, and each stamen having four an- 
therae... The pointal is knobbed at top. \Vhen 
the stamina and petals fall, th« empalement re- 
eernblcs a fungus, and is nearly the shape of a 
Scotch-bonnet. Tlyj fruit is not unlike the bread- 
fruit, but larger and rougher on the outside. It 
has by some been confounded with the bread- 
fruit. It is considered as diuretic and sudorific, 
and serviceable in c^tpelling wind. 

The snrsak-tvec has a fruit similar to ihedurioon, 
but it is not accompanied by such a fetid smell; it 
seems to be the nanca, or*jakes, of Cook, and the 
hoa nanca ( radermachu) of Thunberg ; or what is 
commonly called the jack, by the English 5 tt 
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Batavia, it is generally of the size of a large 
melon ; its smell somewhat resembles that of 
mellow apples, mixed with garlick ; the outer 
coat is covered with angular prickles, and con- 
tains a number of seeds, or kernels, which, ‘when 
roasted, cat like chesnuts, inclosed in a fleshy 
substance, of a rich, but, to strangers, strong 
flavour, but which gains upon the taste. 

The r/m/^0‘trec, mangifera indica^ deserves 
equally to be noticed ;* its fruit, when ripe, is of 
a thin, oblong §hape, and about the size of a 
goose’s egg. Its coat is not thick, of a yellow 
colour, and soft. When peeled, it has a fleshy 
substance. Within it is of an orange colour, 
like a melon, to which its flavour has’some ana- 
logy ; but a good nnango is much more deli- 
cious, In the centre is a large kerne). , When 
green it is made into attjar (a common name 
for all articles proerved in vinegar with spices) ; 
for this the kernel is taken ^out, and the space 
filled up with ginger, pimento, and other spicy 
ingredients, after which it is pickled in vinegar, 
and is sent to all parts. 

The mango Gauges, oxmiiugo^ictxiygarcimanum- 
ganosia^ is esteemed the most delicious fruit of 
the Indies. It is generally of the size of an 
apple, and resembles » pomegranate in appear- 
ance, only it is larger and thicker, and its coat 
is not so tough. The fruit, when stripped of 
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the outward rind, appears like a little apple, of 
a snow-white hue, composed of six or seven 
lobes, of the size of the joint of a finger, with 
a black stone in the inside ; they are very soft 
and juicy, and their flavour is delightfully re- 
freshing beyond description. The taste ap-^ 
proaches nearest to that of the peach ; but it is 
rather more mellow. The tree is about the size 
of that of a common plum. Some assert that 
they have been cured of a dysentery of long 
standing by eating large quantities of this fruit; 
though others are of opinion, that it produces 
a contrary effect. The rind has*a strong astrin- 
gent power, and might perhaps be used as a dye 
for a fine* deep red colour. * The Chinese use 
the rind of the mangoslecn for dying black. 

Lemon, citrus medica^ and lime trees, arc in 
great plenty, as is also a certain fruit called ka^ 
taffa^ terminalia catappa^ like our walnuts, but 
better tasted. It g%ows upon a high tree, which 
affords an agreeable shade, and is inclosed in a 
green husk, where it lies in rolls, and is as white 
as milk. 

Pine-apples, bromelia ananas^ are produced in 
large quantities, and are therefore little esteemed 
at Batavia ; they arc generally sold for the value 
of a stiver (penny) api^, and sometimes for 
less. 

Besides these, the fruits most wwthy of re- 
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m^rk are the pisang^ or bananas, musa paradh 
siaca^ of which there are several sorts ; the best, 
pisang fadja, is delicious and wholesome, with A 
thin co«^t and an inner pulp, which is sweetish, 
and somewhat mealy ; it is eaten both ratv and 
dressed in various ways. The jamboo^ eugenics 
Vialacc^nsiSy is of a deep red colour and oval 
shape ; the largest not bigger than a small apple; 
it is pleasant and cooling, though it has not 
much flavour. Il^cpamboo-eyer-mauery eugema 
jambos^ both sncclls and tastes like conserve of 
roses. The papaya^ carica papaya^ is as large as 
a small melon,' and the yellow pulp within has 
nearly the same taste. The sweet^op, atmona 
squamosa^ consists '’of a mass of lar^e kernels, 
from which the surrounding pulp, which is very 
sweet and mealy, is sucked. The custard-apple, 
annom reiicuhta^ derives its English name from 
the likeness which its white and rich pulp hears 
to a custard. The ramhutany^nephehurn lappaceunty 
grows in large clusters, and very much resembles 
a chesnut with the husk on ; the eatable part is 
small in quantity, but its acid is rich and plea- 
sant, and perhaps more agrdcable than any other 
in the whole vegetable kingdom. The hilimbmgy 
averrhpa beltmbiy the bilmibing besse^ averrhoa ca- 
ramboJa, and the chmmell$i averrhoa acida, are 
three species of one genus, and though they 
differ in shapcj are nearly the same in taste : the 
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first is oblong, of the thickness of a finger, and 
so sour that it cannot be eaten alone ; the bilim^ 
b\ng besse is ah egg-like pentagonal fruit, about 
the size of a pear, and is the least acid of the 
three ; the last is extremely acid, and of a small 
roundish irregular shape, growing in clusters 
close to the branch, and containing each a single 
seed ; they all make excellent pickles and sour 
sauce. The guava^ psuiium^ is well known in the 
West Indies. The boa *bidarra^ rhamnus jujuba^ 
is a round yellow fruit, about tlie size of a 
gooseberry ; its flavour is that of an apple, but 
it has the astringenoy of a crab: The mm-nam^ 
eynometfd ^auUfiora^ in shape somewhat re- 
sembles & kidney ; it is abolit three inches long, 
and the outside is very rough ; it is seldom 
eaten^ raw. The sMul, tnchilia^ within a 
thick skin, contains kernels like those of the 
mangosteerr, but which are both acid and astrin- 
gent. The madjq^ I 11110711, has, under a hard 
brittle shell, a lightly acid pulp, whidh cannot 
be eaten without sugar. The sidacs calamus ro- 
taiig %alacca^ is the fruit of a prickly bush, and 
has a singular appearance, being covered with 
scales, like those of a lizard ; it is nutritious and 
well-lasted, in flavour somewhat resembling a 
strawberry. The fokhfokkes, solanum melongcna, 
is of a purple-blue colour, shaped like a pear, and 
of various si 2 c 8 ; it has an agreeable taste when 
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boiled. Water-melons, ar buses, are in great 
plenty and very good. Grapes, melons, pump- 
kins, promegranates, and figs, appear to be the 
only European fruits at Batavia, though straw- 
berries and some others are said to thrive in* the 
interior parts of the country. 

The native inhabitants arc all commonly called 
Javanese, whether they belong to the kingdom 
of Bantam or to any other part of Java; those 
of Madura bear the name ot their island. They 
are of a niiddlicg size, and in general vvelU 
proportioned, of a light brown colour, with a 
broad forehead and a fiattish nose, which has a 
small curve downwards at the tip. Their hair is 
black, and is always kept smooth and shining, 
with cocoa nut- oil. They are in general proud, 
lazy, and cowardly. Tfcir principal weapon is 
kris, a kind of. dagger, like a small hunting- 
knife, and which they always carry with them. 
The handle or hilt is made of^different materials, 
more or less valuable, according to the wealth or 
dignity of the wearer. The blade is well- 
hardened steel, of a serpentine shape, and thus 
capable of making a large and wide wound. It 
is often poisoned, and in that case causes imme- 
diate death. Arrogant towards their inferiors, 
they are no less cringing to their superiors, 01: 
those from whom they have any favour to expect. 
Their dress consists in a piece of cotton, whicb 
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they wrap round the waist, and drawing it 
between the legs, fasten it behind. They arc 
otherwise naked, except that they wear a small 
cap. This is the dress of the common people. 
Those of more consideration wear a wide Moorish 
coat of flowered cotton, or other stuflF; and in 
general turbans, instead of caps. They suffer 
no hair hut that of the head to grow, and 
eradicate it carefully wherever it appears else- 
where. * 

The dress of the women is little better than 
that of the men; it consists in a piecq of cotton- 
cloth, which they call saron^ and which, wrap- 
ping round the body, just covers the bosom, 
under whith it is fastened, •and hangs down 
to the knees, and sometimes to the ancles: 
the shojaldcrs and part' of the back remain 
uncovered. The hair of the head, which they 
wear very long, is turned up, and twisted 
round like a lillct,, fastened with Jong bod- 
kins of different sorts of wood, tortoise- 
shell, silver, or gold, according to the rank or 
wealth of the lady. This head-dress is ( ailed a 
concl^, and is also in vogue among the Batavian 
ladies. It is often adorned with a variety of 
flowers. 

The men and women are very fond of bathing, 
especially in the morning. Children ot both 
sexes go entirely naked, till about eight or nine 
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years of age ; twelve or thirteen is their age of 
puberty. 

The Javanese are polygamists ; they marry as 
many wives as they can maintain, and take their 
female slaves for concubines. This, however, 
of course, does not occur with the common 
people, who must be content with one wife, be- 
cause they cannot afford to keep more. The 
wom^n arc proportionally more comely than the 
men, and are very fond of white men. They 
are jealous in ihe extreme,, and know how to 
make an European, with whom they have had a 
love-aftair, and who proves inconstant, dearly 
repent his incontinence and his fickleness, by 
administering certain drugs, whichf disqualify 
him for the repetition of either. People of the 
utmost credibility at Batavia have related too 
many examples of this refinement of female re- 
venge, to render the circumstance doubtful. 

Their dwellings may, v|[ith greater propriety, 
be called huts, than houses. They are con- 
structed of split bamboos, interlaced or mattcc^ 
plastered with clay, and covered with aitap, or 
the leaves of the cocoa-nut tree. The entrance is 
Jow, and has neither door nor shutter. The whole 
house usually^ consists of but one apartment, in 
which husband, wife, children, and sometimes 
poultry, of which they keep a great many, pig 
together on the ground. They always choose a 
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shady place for building, or plant trees all 
round. Such as possess more property, are pro* 
vided with a little more comfort and conve- 
nience; but it is always in a wretched, paltry 
manner. 

Their chief food is boiled rice with a little 
fish, and tluir drink water. They do not, how- 
ever, reject arrack, when they can obtain it. 
They are almost continually chewing betel, of 
finang, and likewise a sort of tobacco produced 
here, and therefore denominated Java tobacco, 
which they also smoke, through pipes made of 
reed : they sometimes put opium into theif 
pipes, with the tobacco, in order to invigorate 
their spirits ; but the continual use of it rather 
deadens them : some, who have been too immo- 
derate m tills indulgence, sit like statues, with 
open fixed eyes, and speechless. 

They have no tables nor chairs, but sit upon 
the ground, or upoif mats, with their legs crossed 
under them. They neither make use ot knives^ 
forks, nor spoons, but eat with their fingers. 
They have a certain kind of musical instruments, 
called gomgoms, consisting of hollow iron bowls, 
of various sizes and tones, upon which a man 
strikes with an iron or wooden stick; their har- 
mony is nof disagreeable, and they are not unlike 
a set of bells. 


D 1 
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Cockfighting, for which they keep a peculiar 
breed, is a favourite diversion. Though never 
so poor, they will sooner dispose of every other 
part of their property, than their game-cocks. 
They are, besides, obliged to pay a tax t6 the 
Company for these fowls; and this duty is yearly 
farmed at Batavia, and forms part of the reve- 
nues of the province of Jaccatra. In the year 
1770 it amounted to about 35/. ioj. per 
month; it is, howeVer, peculiar to that pro- 
vince. 

A kind of tennis-play is also a favourite di- 
version among"' them, and* they are very handy 
and dexterous at it. They strike the ball 
with their feet, knees, or elbows, wKither they 
choose, and receive it back ; thus keeping it for 
some time in continual motion, without its 
touching the ground : the ball is generally of 
the size of a man’s head, hollow, and made of 
matted reeds. ^ 

Their manner of salutation consists in touch- 
ing the forehead with the right hand, accom- 
panied by a slight inclination of the body. 

The Mahoraedan religion is predominant over 
the whole island. It is said, that far inland, over 
the mountains, towards the south side of the 
island, some of the aboriginal idolatrous natives 
arc still to be met with. Mosques, or places of 
prayer of the Mahomedans, are erected all over 
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the island ; there is a very famous one near Che- 
ribon. They arc very particular about the tombs 
of their saints, and will suffer nothing unbecom- 
ing to be done upon or near them. 

T&ey have both male and female physicians, 
who have been known to effect very surprising 
cures by their knowledge of the medicinal and 
vulnerary herbs produced in their country. They 
have sometimes greater practice among the Eu- 
ropeans at Batavia, than *those physicians vvho 
have been regularly bred, and tome from Eu- 
rope; but t^ jy know nothing of anatomy. Much 
friction of the affected parts, is one of their chief 
means of cure. This is done with two fingers 
of the right hand, which are pressed down by 
the left, and passed continually downwards, after 
having first anointed the part with water mixed 
with tine ground wood or oil. 

For the purposes of agriculture, they use buf- 
faloes instead of llbrscs, of which, however, 
there are plenty, but of a diminutive size. The 
buffaloes arc very large animals, bigger and hea- 
vier than our largest oxen, furnished with great 
ears, and horns which project straight forward, 
and bend inwards. A hole is bored through the 
cartilage of the nose, and these huge animals are 
guided by a cord which Ts passed through it. 
They are generally of an ash-grey colour, and 
have little eyes. Tlicy are so accustomed to be 
D 3 
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cbndudcd three times a day into the water, to 
cool themselves^ that without it they cannot be 
brought to work. The female gives milk, but 
it is little valued by the Europeans, on account 
of its acrimonious nature. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Batanm. — The River of Jaccatra. — Water-fort . — 
Bar at the Mouth of the River, — The Castle.^^ 
Buildings in and near it, — Walls of the City , — 
Gates, — Admiralty -wharf, — Quarter for Work-> 
men, — Churches. — Houses, — Chinese Houses. — 
Massacre of the Chinese^ — Assessment on Rents, 
— Bank of Batavia. — Suburbs. — Chinese Cam'-- 
fon, — Character of the Chinese. — Their Appear* 
ance, — Dress, — Religion, — T ^niples, — Dhina* 
t ion.— Tombs. -^Environs of Batavia.— Roads, 
— Streets, • 

The city of Batavia, styled the Queen of the 
East, on account of the beauty of its buildings, 
and the immense trade which it carries on, is 
situated very near the sea, in a fertile plain, in 
the kingdom of Jaocatra, upon the river of that 
name, which, running through the middle of the 
town, divides it into two parts. To the north 
of the city is the sea-shore; behind it, to the 
south, tlie land rises 'with a gentle, and scarcely 
perceptible, acclivity to the mountains, which lie 
fifteen or sixteen Dutch miles, or leagues, in- 
land; one of these, whith is very high, bears 
the name of the Blue mountain. 

In 1619, the governor-general, John Picter- 
u 4 
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sen Coen, took the town of Jaccatra, which he 
in a great measure destroyed, and founded ano- 
ther city, not exactly on the same spot, but very 
near it, to which he gave (he name of Batavia,- 
though it is said, that he much wished to have 
called it New Horn, from the place of his nati- 
vity, [ 'orn, in North Holland. Although then 
an inconsiderable place, in point of strength and 
beauty, he detlaredit the capital of the Dutch 
settlements in India: his choice of the situation 
was so just, his plan so well contrived, and every 
thing throve so fast under his care, that Batavia 
rose with iipara1lr]< d r-^pidity to that magnifi- 
cence and importance, whwh have rendered it the 
admiration and the dread of all the more east- 
ern nations of the Indies; and which still dazzle 
and overawe them, although the city has, for 
these last fift\ years, greatly declined, both as to 
opulence aiul population. 

"rheM'lly an oblong squd;e, the shortest sides 
facing the i.ori;i and south, and the longest the 
cast and west. Ihrougti the middle of it, from 
south i(; iiui h, runs the river of Jaccatra, over 
whii ii there aie three bridges, one at the upper end 
of tii<* to an. another at the lower part, near the 
ca-tl(^ and tin liiird about the middle, and thence 
called the Middle-point bridge. Two of these 
an- built of stcne. Close by the middlemost is 
a large square redoubt, provided with some 
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pieces of cannon, which command the river> 
both up and downwards. 

The breadth of the river, within the city, is 
about i6o or i8o feet. It runs into the sea, 
past the castle and the admiralty-wharf. On 
both sides of the mouth are long piers of wood 
and brick- work, about 3800 feet in length, 
taken from the moat of the city. The eastern 
pier, w hich was repaired, and in a great mea- 
sure rebuilt, a few years ngo, cost the Company 
36,218 rixdollars in timber, and 36,320 rix- 
dollars in masonry, making, at forty. eight sti- 
vers, /. 174,09 1,4, about 1 6,000/. sterling; a 
large sum, when it is considered, that the tim- 
ber costs *the Company but tittle money, as it is 
produced in abundance in Java. 

The. vessels belonging to the free merchants 
are laid up and repaired between these piers on 
the west side j hut along the east side, the pas- 
sage remains opeij for the lighters, which go in 
and out of tlic city, with the cargoes of the ships. 

At the outward point of the eastern pier is a 
shed for the horses which draw the small vessels 
and boats up and down the river. 

Opposite to this is a hornwork, commonly 
called the Water-fort, built during the govern- 
ment of the governor-goneral Van Imhoff, at an 
immense expense to the Company ; for several 
large ships were obliged to be sunk, on account 
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of the depth of water on the spot, in ordet to 
lay a good foundation for building the fort. It 
is constructed of a kind of coral-rock, and de- 
fended by several heavy cannon * : within it ate 
barracks for the garrison ; and there is no other 
approach to it than along the western pier. It is 
at present very much out of repair, and the walls 
begin to sink and fall in many places. 

The objects for which this fort was erected, 
seem to have been the 'defence of the road, and 
of the entrance of the river; yet in both these 
respects it is now of little advantage, for the 
anfhoring-placc'is so far removed from this forti- 
fication, by the increase of the mud-bank which 
lies before the river, that, although its guns 
might reach the ships in the road, little damage 
could be done on either side, at such a dista^'ice-j- ; 
and as to what regards the defence of the river's 
mouth, that is of very trifling importance ; for 
the daily and continual inaease of the bar 

• In 1793, when Lord Macartney visited Batavia, this fort 
had, mounted and dismounted, fourteen guns and tw'o 
howitzers. 

Ary Huysers, who wrote an account of the Dutch settle- 
ments in India, in 1789, and had been at Batavia a few years 
before, says, that in his time a trial had been made of the 
heavy artillery at the mouth of the harbour, and that it was 
found sufficient to command and protect the whole extent of 
the road. 
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renders the water much too shallow for large 
vessels, and an enemy would niever seek to effect 
a landing there, but would always prefer an 
easy, firm sea-beach, such as is to be met with 
beyond Ansjol *. 

The above-mentioned bank or bar lies directly 
before the mouth of the river, and extends a 
great way to the west, and but a little to the east; 
for which reasons, such vessels as arc deeply 
laden, must go round by the east side, close 
along the eastern pier, in order to get within 
the bar. It is continually increasing towards the 
road, by which the place where the ships lie' is 
more and more removed from the city* To the 
westward’ it is dry in some pfaces. ✓ 

Right before the mouth of the river, from 
which. the most shallow part of the bank is 
distant about 600 or 650 feet, there is at low 
water no more than a foot or a foot and a half, 
so that a common chip’s boat cannot get over it, 
but also go round its cast end. When the 


* At Ansjol, and at Tanjongpoura, to the eastward of the 
city, on the sea-coasr, ar6 strong forts, and to the westward, 
at Ankay, Tangorang, and the Kwal. On the land- side, Ba- 
tavia is lurther covered by the forts at Jaccatra, the Watering- 
place, Rvswick, &c.; though these arc merely defences against 
the natives, and arc most of iliem h'ttlc better than fortified 
houses. 
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sea-breczc blo'^'s fresh, it malces a troublesome 
and cockling sea ; and a west or bad, monsoon, 
seldom passes, without the loss of some vessels 
upon it. 

This shoalncss of the water is said to be the 
consequence of a violent earthquake which took 
place in Java in the latter end of the last cen- 
tury, and by which the river of Jaccatra was 
partly stopped up; yet the greatest increase of 
the bank has been sin^e the year 1730 ; and it 
is to be apprehended that the river will in time 
become wholly nnnavigahle and useless. 

The castle, or citadel, ot Batavia, which 
forms the north boundary of the eastern division 
of the ciiy, is a regular square fortress, with four 
bastions, which are connected by high curtains, 
except on the south side, where the curtsyn was 
broken down during the government of Baron 
Van Imhoff. The walls and ramparts are built 
of coral-rock, and are abovU twenty feet in 
height. It is surrounded by a wet ditcK, over 
which, on the south side, lies a drawbridge. 
Between the moat and the buildings within the 
fort, on this side, is a large area or esplanade. 
In the centre of the buildings looking towards 
the city, is a great gate and broad passage, with 
Warehouses on each side, leading to another 
esplanade on the north side, inclosed between 



ON THE ISLAND' OF java; 6l 

the ramparts and the buildings, all which is ap- 
propriated to the use of the Company*. 

The government-house, which forms the left 
wing of the buildings to the south, is provided 
with numerous and convenient apartments, but 
is at present uninhabited. In it is a large hall, 
where the council of India generally assemble 
twice a week ; this is adorned with the portraits 
of all the governors -general since the establish- 
ment of the Company. • 

Close by is a little church, or chapel, usually 
called the Castle-church ; and somewhat more 
forwards a guard-house, where a party of dra- 
goons always mount guard. 

Over thb castle-bridge thcit is a great plain, 
or square, planted with tamarind-trees, which 
aflord a, very agreeable shade. The entrance to 
it from the city is over a bridge, through a large 
and stately gate. This is surmounted by a bold 
• 

* Captain Parish’s account of this fortress, in Macartney’s 
Embassy to China, 1793, is as follows:— “ A little above was 
the castle ; a regular square fort, but wiihotit ravelins or other 
outworks. It had two guns mounted on each flank, and two, 
or sometimes three, on each face; they were not 
nor properly enemhaswc, but in a situation between both, 
having both their disadvantages, without the advantages of 
either. The wall was of masonrj, about twenty-four feet high. 
It had no ditch, but a canal surrounded it at some distance. 
It had no cordon. The length of the exterior side of the work 
was about 700 feet.” 
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cupola, from which rises an octagon torref, 
containing the only public clock to be met with 
it Batavia. It was built under the government 
of Baron Van Itnhoii^ as appears by an inscrip^ 
tion over ibc gateway, and forms no trifling cm- 
bcHishment of the city. 

On the left Mde of the gate is a large building, 
used as a guard-lmuse, having in front a long 
gallery, realiiig upon a row of pillars, and where 
a captain’s guard of grenadiers is generally 
posted. 

On the west side of the square stand the 
Company’s artillery-house, and the dispensary, 
or provision-magazine, both of vyhich reach 
back to the river-sitlc, so that the good& are taken 
in and out of the lighters with the greatest ease# 
This is an advantage which is possessed by almost 
all the Company’s warehouses and repositories in 
Batavia. 

On the opposite side are th^; iron-magazine, and 
what is termed the grass-plot, being the place of 
execution for criminals: this is an artificial 
square eminence, upon which are a gillows and 
some posts ; behind it is a small building, with 
windows looking towards the place of execution, 
whence the counsellors of justice behold the 
completion of their sentences. It is customary 
throughout Holland and its dependencies, for 
the magistrates, or judges, who have passed 



OM TUB ItLAUP Of ^3 

sentence upon criminals, to preside at the execu* 
tion of it. This is, in Europe, generally done 
upon some open place before their town-'hatlii 
from the windows of which the magistrates, 
dressed in their robes of ceremony, behold the 
execution. 

A number of pieces of artillery, iron arid brass, 
and of all sorts and sizes, together with other 
warlike implements, arc ranged upon the plain. 
Any one may ride through the gate just men- 
tioned, as far as the drawbridge of the castle, 
but not over it, unless he have the rank of senior 
merchant: , 

The city is encircled by a wall of coral-rock*, 
defended by twenty-two bastions, or bulwarks, 
all provided with artillery, and surrounded by a 
broad moat, in which (here is seldom any want 
of water, that being conveyed into it from the 
river. 

Batavia has five gates; one at the east side, 
which is called the Rotterdam gate ; two to the 
south, the New gate, and the Diest gate ; one 
to the west, the Utrecht gate ; and one on the 
north side, west of the river, called the Square 
gate. 

* Sir George Staunton says, that part of the town-wall is 
constructed of lava, which is ofVdark blue colour, of a very 
hard dense texture, emits a metallic sound, andcloiely rrsembles 
some of tht lava of Yetiiviat. 
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Near the last-mentioned gate, and opposite to 
the castle,' is the admiral! y- wharf ; ajid not tar 
off, the warehouses for naval stores, as likewise 
the workshops of the carpenters, coopers, sail- 
xnakers, and smiths, with other offices connected 
with the shipping. , Here are also the houses of 
the commandants and comptrollers of equip- 
ment, who were formerly oi>liged to reside upon 
the wharf ; but for some years past this regu- 
lation has not been observed, and they now live 
in more pleasant parts of the (own. 

In the south-east corner of the city, close to 
the ramparts, lies the Amhaglsku'cirtier^ or the 
workmen’s quarter, in which all the mechanics 
and labourers who^ are employed by 'the Com- 
I)any in their buildings, have their abode. The 
journeymen work here under masters of their re- 
spective trades, carpenters, smiths, plumbers, 
braziers, masons, and others, who are all ac- 
countable to the chief of the quarter, who is 
called fahiiek^ or head workman, and has gene- 
rally the rank of merchant. Besides a great, 
number of Europeans who are employed here, 
there arc full a thousand claves, by whom the 
Company incurs an enormous expense, with 
little benefit from their labour, which generally 
turns to the advantage of individual members of 
the government. 

Within the city arc three churches for the re- 
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formed religion, in which service is performed 
in the Dutch, Portuguese, and Malay languages; 
and one without the gates, which is called the 
outer Portuguese church- Besides these a Lu- 
theran church was built during the government 
of Baron Van Imhoff, not far from the castle; 
this is provided with a fine organ and a very 
handsome pulpit. 

There is a town-hall, with other public build- 
ings. The houses arc*nio^ly of brick, run up 
in a light airy manner, and stucco'eVon the out- 
side, with sash windows. Within they are aU 
most all built upon a similar pl5n, the fronts 
being in general narrow, though there are a few 
which are more extended. * 

On entering the door there is a narrow passage, 
and on ope side a parlour ; then you come into a 
large long room, lighted from an inner court, 
which trenches upon this apartment, and renders 
its form irregular. iThls is called the gallery, 
and is the place where the family usually hvc 
and dine. I he floors arc of large, square, dark 
red stones. No hangings are to be seen, bet the 
walls are neatly stuedoed and whitened The 
furniture consists in some arm-chairs, two or 
three sofas, and a great many looking-glasses, 
which the Europeans, in these rigions, are very 
fond of. Several chandeliers and lamps are hung 
in a row, along the length of the gallery, which 
£ 
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arc lighted up in the evening. The stairs leading 
to the upper rooms are generally at the end of 
this apartment. Six or seven steps up, is one 
which stands over the store-room, or cellar, where 
the stock of wine, beer, butter, &c. is kept. Up 
stairs the houses are distributed almost the same 
a? below. They are in general but poorly pro- 
vided with furniture; and the setting out of 
rooms is not so much in vogue here as in Hol- 
land ; nothing is added which is superfluous, 
or more than is wanted for use. Behind the 
gallery arc the lodgings for the slaves, the kit- 
chen, &c. Few houses have gardens^ and there 
are not even the least vestiges of there ever hav- 
ing been gardens tehind the houses. “In several, 
the windows are closed with a lattice-work of 
rattans, instead of being glazed, for tl\e sake of 
air. 

The above relates only to the houses of Euro- 
peans, which are the greatest in number. The 
few Chinese who live at present wdthiu the city, 
have very wretched houses, the inside of which, 
is very irregularly distributed. They mostly, 
dwell in the southern and western suburbs,, 
exiled the Chinese Campon. Before the revolt 
of the year 1740, they had the best quarter of 
the city allotted to thfcm, 10 the west of the great 
river; but when, in that commotion, all their, 
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•houses were burnt to the ground , (he whole 
quarter was made into a passary or market, where 

* The following account of this massacre, extracted from 
a very recent and intelligetit J)utch writer, Ary Huysers, who 
was long resident at Batavia, may not be unacceptable. — “ A 
littfe bclt)re the perpetration of this massacre, several thousand 
Chinese adventurers and fortune-hunters had resorted to Bata- 
via, allured by the prosperity of tlieir countrymen already 
settled there. The great number of the^e new colonists, to- 
gether with the robberies and murders which were committed 
by them, excited no little degree Sf just apprehension. The 
famous Van ImhofF, who was at that time a member of the 
council, proposed, in order to get rid of these useles'^ and dan- 
gerous new-cogiers, that every Chinese wlio^ could not prove 
that be had an honest livelihood, should be seized and tans- 
ported to Ceylon, there to be employed in mining, or other la* 
hour, for the sft'vice of the Cotnpany. •This advice was ap- 
proved and immediately followed. A grea^ number of Chinese 
were seized atul put in irons ; but imj)rudentiy several Chinese 
of property were secured by the under-officers charged with 
the execution of the order, and were only liberated on paying 
large sums of money. This occadoned great murmurs, and led 
the rest of the nation to credit a report which was spread 
abroad, that those who were unable to pay would be drowned 
or otherwise put to death. They in consequence retired by 
thousands from the city towards the it.terior parts, and strength- 
ened themselves so much as to render the fate of Batavia itself 
precarious. In this dilemma he courciJ first offered an am- 
nesty to the discontented Cl. ine^e, Imu this they rejected with 
worn ; and purposing to ex.eimiu.itc the whole Ci.ristian settle- 
aenr, began by ravaging the country in the wildest manner, 
burning the sugar-works, and marcliing down to the '^avs of 
the city Here however they met with a severe repulse. The 
•‘'d and miiirary inhabitants united in resisting them, and 
£ 2 
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all kinds of provisions are now daily exposed to 
sale. 

drove them back again into the country. During these com- 
motions the Chinese who resided within the town kept them- 
selves perfectly quiet ; and in order that these innocent people 
might not be exposed to insult, the government issued an order, 
prohibiting them from leaving their houses after six o’clock in 
the evening, and ordering them to keep their doors shut. This 
prudent precaution was not, however, sufficient to protect 
them from the fury of thenrritated soldiery ajid sailors who 
were in the city, and had witnessed the devastations of the 
Chinese without the gates. Suddenly and unexpectedly au 
instantaneous cry of murder and horror resounded through tlie 
town, and the most dismal scene of barbarity and rapine pre- 
sented itself on all sides. All the Chinese, without distinction, 
men, women, and children, were put to the sword. Neither 
pregnant women nor sucking infants were spared by the re- 
lentless assassins. The prisoners in cfwins, about a hundred 
ih number, were at the same tinie slaiighteredi like sheep. 
European citizens, to whom some of the wealthy Chinese had 
fled for safety, violating every principle of humanity and mo- 
rality, delivered them up to their sanguinary pursuers, and em- 
bezzled tne property confided to them. In short, all the 
Chinese, guilty and innocent, were exterminated. And whence 
did the barbarous order by which they suffered emanate f 
Here a veil has industriously been drawn, and the truth will 
probably never be known with certainty. The governor- 
general, Valkeuier, and liis brother-in-law Hclvetius, were ac- 
cused by the public voice of directing the massacre j but it was 
never ^^roved upon them.’* It is remarkable, that, when Val* 
kenifr was afterwards coftdemned to imprisonment for life at 
Batavia, among tlie numerous charges brought against him fot 
mil-gd ministration during hp government, no aoticc waa 
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The poundage, or assessment, which is paid 
annually by every house, consists in half a 
month's rent. This money is expended in drag- 
ging and cleansing the canals, and in repairing 
the town-hall and Oliver buildings belonging to 
the city. Permission must be requested, every 
year, of the Company’s government to levy this 
assessme-nt in behalf of the city, vvhicl) is seldom 
refused, ^ 

The houses arc not let by the year, but by the 
month; the rents run from five to forty rix- 
dollars pg: month, A good house, in an agree- 
able situation, may l)e hired for twenty or twenty- 

• • 

takcu of liis presumed iustrumcntality jo this dreadful mas- 
sacre. 

Much apprehension was entertained that this occurrence would 
excite the indignation of the emperor of China, and deputies 
were sen^ to him the following year to apologize for the mea^ 
sure. The letter written to the emperor on the occasion is 
given at length by Huysft-s; the only remarkable circumstance 
in which it ditfcis from the above rejalion, is ,t!ie aUegation 
that some Chiiu.e wirliin the city had set fire to it in different 
places, and wore preparing to rise upon the Europeans; but 
the cxtenniuaiion of the yniocenl with the guilty is acknow- 
ledged, and attempted to be excused on the plea of necessity. 
These deputies were agreeably surprised on finding that the 
emperor calmly answered, that “ he was little solicitous for 
the fate of unworthy subject^, v^ho, in the pursuit of lucre, 
had quitted thiir countiy and abandoned the tombs of thek 
jiucestors,’’ 

E 3 
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five rixdollars. A rixdollar, at Batavia, is worth 
foity-eight stivers, or about 4J. sterling. 

The ehurches are repaired out of the duties 
levied upon funerals. 

A bank of circulation has been established here 
for some years, which is united with the lom-' 
bard, or bank for lending money on pledges. 
It is under the administratijon of a director, who 
is generally a counsellor of India, two commis- 
saries, a cashier, and a book-keeper. 

A fee of five rixdollars is given at the opening 
of an account ;; and stamped bank-bills, signed 
by the director and commissaries, are delivered 
for the money placfd in the bank. It§ capital is 
computed to amount to between two and three 
millions of rixdollars; between 435,000/. and 
650,000/. sterling. ' 

Ihc suburbs of Batavia are remarkable on 
account of their considerable extent, uncommon 
pleasantness, and great population. They arc 
inhabited by Indians of various nations, and by 
sonic Europeans. The Chinese quarter is the 
most populous, and seems ^tself a city, with nu- 
merous streets ; yet their houses are mean and 
small. It is crowded with shops, containing all 
kinci^ of goods, as well those of their own ma- 
im fact ore, and such as they receive annually 
from China, as what they buy up of those irti- 
ported Irom Europe. The number of the Chinese 



ON THE ISLAND OF JAVA. 7I 

who live both within and without the walls of 
the city, cannot be determined with precision ; 
but it must be very considerable, as the Cotn- 
‘pany receive a poll-tax from them of more than 
40,000 rixdollars. 

Every Chinese who has a profession is obliged 
to pay a monthly poll-tax of half a ducatoon, 
trix shillings ; women, children, and those who 
have no trade, arc exempted fro'm the tax ; so 
that their number can only be guessed at. They 
arc under a chief of their own nation, who is 
known b}^ the appellation of Chinese Captain ; 
he lives within the walls, and has six lieutenants 
under him^in different districts. A flag is hoisted 
at his door, on the first or second day in every 

‘Tnonih, and the Chinese, liable to (be tax, arc 

* ' 

then obHged to come to him to pay it. 

Like the Jews in Europe, they arc very cunning 
in trade, both in the largest dealings and in the 
most trifling pedlary. They are so desirous of 
tnoney, that a Chinese will run three times from 
one end of the city to the other, if he have but 
the prospect of gaining one penny. In doing 
any business with them, the greatest care must 
be taken to avoid being cheated, 

Their stature is rather short than tall ; they 
«rc in general tolerably* square, and not so 
btown as the Javanese. They shave their heads 
»11 round, leaving a bunch of hair on the midd-le 

E 4 
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of the crown, which is twisted with a riband, 
and hangs down the hack. I'heir dress consists 
in a long rol^e of* nankeen, or thin silk, with 
wide sleeves, and under it they wear drawers of 
the same, which cover their legs. 

In every house there is a niche, or place where 
the image of one of their joostjes, or idols, painted 
on Chinese paper, is hung up. Before it they 
keep one or more lamps always burning, at 
also a kind of incense, which is made into little 
thin tapers. This idol is generally depicted at 
an old man with a square cap upor\ his head, 
and a female, designed for his wife, by his side. 
About an hour’s walk out of the city, just be- 
yond Fort Ansjol, they have a temple, standing 
in a grove of cocoa-nut trees by the side of a 
rivulet, and in the midst of most pleasant scenery. 
The building is about twenty feet in length, and 
twelve or thirteen in breadth. The entrance is 
through a railing into a small area, and then 
into a hall, behind which is the sanctuary. In 
the middle, just within the door, is a large altar, 
on which tapers made of red wax arc kept burn- 
ing night and day. There is also an image of a 
lion richly gilt In a niche behind the altar are 
representations of an old man and woman, both 
with crowns upon tticir heads, and about two 
feet in height, which are their idols ; and as they 
look upon their joostje to be an evil spirit, they 
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continually supplicate him not to do them any 
harm. In their adorations they prostrate them- 
selves before him, and endeavour to express the 
awe and reverence they entertain by striking 
their head continually against the ground. 

They likewise consult their idol when they arc 
about any important undertaking. This divina- 
tion is done by means of two small longitudinal 
pieces of wood, flat on one side and round on 
the other. They hold these with the flat sides 
towards each other, and then letting them fall 
on the ground, augur of the cflFect of thiir 
prayers, and the good or bad result of their pur- 
posed enterprise, by the manner in which they 
lie, vvitliMie round or flat siilcs upwards. If the 
presage be favourable, they offer a wax candle 
to thgr god, which the priest, or bonze, who 
attends at the temple, immediately turns into 
ready money. 

In this temple \ saw a Chinese, who let these 
little sticks fall above twenty times before they 
.promised him success : he seemed to be but very 
little pleased with these repeated evil prognosti- 
cations, and shaki’ng his head, at every lime, 
with a most discontented look, he threw himself 
upon the ground, and thumped his head against 
it, till at last the omen proved agreeable to his 
wishes; and he then joyfully lighted a thick 
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wax: candle, and placed it upon the altar of hh 

jooslje. 

Besides this temple, the Chinese have several 
others, wliich are tolerated by fhe government ; 
but it is worthy of observation, that whilst the 
practice of the most abominable idolatry is al- 
lowed, the exercise of the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion is obstinately prohibited. 

The Chinese are of a very lustful temper. 
They are accused of the most detestable viola- 
tions of the laws of nature; and it is even said, 
that they keep swine in their houses,, for pur- 
poses the most shameful and repugnant. 

Their tombs, on which they expend a great 
deal of money, are partly built above, and 
partly under ground. They are arched over. 
The cirtrance, which is made like a do&r-way, 
is closed with a large stone, covered with en- 
graved Chinese letters. They are to be seen in 
great numbers, about half aw hour's walk from 
Batavia, on the road to Jaccatra. 

They visit the graves of their ancestors and re- 
lations from time to time, strew them with odo^ 
liferous'flowcrs ; and when they depart, leave a 
few small pieces of silk or linen, before the en- 
trance, and sometimes boiled rice, or other vic- 
tuals, which is speedily made awaj with at 
night. 

The environs of Batavia are very pleasant, and 
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are almost every where intersected with rivulets, 
by which the circumjacent rice- plantations are 
inundated, and fertilized in the proper season. 

'I'here are five principal roads which lead from 
the city towards the country, and which are all 
planted with high and shady trees. 

That which runs to the eastward, to Ansjol 
and the sea-coast, is laid along the side of a ri- 
vulet, the stream of which running down an 
imperceptible slope, is very slow, which makes' 
it resemble the canals in Holland. Both sides 
of it arc adorned with gardens; but they arc'be- 
ginning to be neglected, save one or two, be- 
longing tq the director-general. 

At no great distance from the sea-shore, whi- 
ther this road finally leads, is an oyster-bed ; and 
on the •beach stands a house of entertainment, 
wliich is resorted to by the Europeans, for the 
purpose of eating this shell-fish. 

The second roaB has the appellation of the 
Mango-doa, from its having been formerly 
planted with a double row of mango-ttees. This 
runs more south than the former one, and far- 
Ihcr inland. Along this road arc likewise many 
gardens, but they are not so splendid and plea- 
sant as those which border and embellish the 
road to Jaccatra ; for ificre the finest picture 
which can be conceived, presents itself to the 
delighted eye, both with respect tp tfie grandeur 
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of the buildings and the elegance of the 
grounds. Most of the houses belonging to 
them, have their fronts towards the road, aiul 
from the back rooms they have a prospect of the 
river of Jaccatra. 

This road is nearly two hundred feet broad, 
and is closely planted with trees. I do not 
know that 1 ever beheld a more delightful 
avenue. It terminates at a small fort, which is 
called Jaccatra, situhted about half a Dutch 
mile from Batavia ; and, though the road is con- 
tinued to Wcltcvrccden, the country-seat of the 
governor-general, and beyond it farther into the 
country, it assumes on the other side of Jaccatra 
the name'of Goenong Sari, 

The fourth is called the Molenviict, or Mill- 
drain, because part of the water of ihe.great, or 
Jaccatra river, is diverted through a channel 
along this road, for the purpose of turning a 
powder-mill, which sfandsr scarcely ten minutes 
walk from the city. The road leads along the 
canal, for full half a Dutch mile up the country, 
and. is equally adorned on both sides, with hand- 
some houses and pleasant gardens. It then pro- 
ceeds to Tanabang, where a large market is held 
every Saturday, for all kinds of provisions which 
are brought thither fr6m the interior. 

The fifth road leads through the Chinese Cam- 
pottj also along a river, to Fort Ankay, gnd is, 
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in like manner, bordered on both sides with gar- 
dens. 

None of these roads, nor any of the streets in 
the city, are paved ; the ground consists of a hard 
clay, which is made very smooth and plain ; only 
in the city, along the sides of the streets, by the 
houses, are stone footpaths, of about three oi; 
four feet in breadth. The streets and canals arc 
planted on each side with large trees; genefally 
the anofhyllum^ calophylhwip and calaba^ the eana^ 
rium commune, and some others which are stilly 


more rare. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Government of Batavia. — Council of India. — Go- 
vetiior-General — Director- GcneraL — CoumeU 
lots of India. — Council of Justice. — Board of 
Schecpens. — Punishments. — Impalement. — 
Mi^cks, — Drphan- Chamber . — Opium- Company.-^ 
Chitf of the Mar me. —Commandant and Upper 
Comptroller of Equipment. — Ilce-Commanchmt* 

* — Military. — Militia. — Ranks ami Precedency . — 
tSirmptuary Lu'ivs . — Clergy. — Coins.-^ Weights. 
— Measures. 


JThe chief government of Batavia, and of all tlic 
possessions of the Dutch East India Company in 
Asia, is vested in the council of India, with the 
governor-general at their head. 

This council consists, besides the director-ge- 
neral, of five ordinary counsellors, including the 
governor of the Cape of Good Hope, nine ex- 
traordinary counsellors, and two secretaries. 

Five of the extraordinary counsellors are go- 
vernors of the out- factories of the nortli-east 
coast of Java, Coromandel, Amboyna, Ceylon, 
and Macasser. 

This council determines affairs of every kind, 
those whioh relate to the administration of jus- 
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ticc, alone excepted. Yet in civil matters, an 
appeal may be made from the sentence of the 
council of justice, to the council of India, 

All appointments and promotions to ofHcea 
are effected by the council of India, not except- 
ing that of the governor-general ; but this must 
b.o confirmed by the assembly of seventeen, in 
the Netherlands. Ecclesiastical preferments, and 
the appointment of the ministers of justice, pro- 
ceed immediately from thtj direction in Holland. 
In the council of India, the governor and di- 
rector general, and the five ordinary counsellors, 
alone, conclude upon most mayers which arc 
brought before them ; the other nine members 
arc propciily only assessors, who may give their 
advice, but have no votes, except on war or 
peace with the Indians, pardoning criminals con- 
demned'to death, in the election of a governor- 
general, and in a few other important points. 
The power and influence of this body in the 
Indies, arc unbounclcd. It is the representative 
of the state and of the Company, and millions of 
Indians are subject to its sway. Kings and princes 
are crowned and dethroned by its mandates. 
“ I have been witness,*’ says Ary. Huysers, 
“ to the deposition of two powerful kings of 
the Moluccas, and the hereditary prince of Ti- 
dorc. One of these died miserably in a little 
village, near the place of my residence. I saw 
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the venerable old man before his death ; be was 
seventy-two years of age. When I expressed 
my commiseration at the deep humiliation he 
had undergone, he answered with a sigh, in the 
Malay language, pointing to heaven, ‘ It is the 
will of God.’ 

The authority of the governor general is al- 
most unbounded; and although he is obliged to 
t{ive cognizance to the Vouncil, and consult 
them on some matters, he possesses a most ar- 
bitrary and independent power in all : for there 
are few or no menrihcrs of the council, who do 
not stand in need of his good offices, in' soine in- 
stance or other, for example, in order to obtain 
lucrative employments for their relations or fa- 
vourites^^' ; and if tins be not sufficient to make 
them obey the nod of the governor, lie is not 
destitute of the means of tormenting them in 
every way, under various pretences ; nay, of 

It 

* Ity the second article of tlie oath taken by the governor- 
general and counsellors of India, on their appointment, they 
engage never to receive any gifts or presents, directly or 
indirectly, from any one under their authority; neither in 
respect, or in the hope or expeetktion thereof, nor of any 
advantage, favour, or other private consideration, either of 
relationship, friendship, or otherwise, to appoint or cause to 
be appointed, any other individual to an office, place, or 
station, tliart such as they believe and find to possess the most 
experience, the most integrity, the most fidelity, 'lud the most 
ability for the same.” — So much do men regard oaths ! 
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sending them prisoners to Europe ; as was done 
with respect to MM. Van Imhoff, dc Haaze^ and 
Van Schinnen, in the year 1740* hy the go^ 
vernor-gcneral Valkcnier As, theretore, those 
who are immeJiatcIy next to him in rank, de- 
pend upon, and stand in awe of him, it follows 
that tile .interior servants of the Company feel 
still deeper reverence, and tremble before him* 
as in the presence of one upon whose arbitrary 
will and power their happiness or misery wholly 
depends. 

Tne governor-general usually resides at his 
country-sea*t, railed VV clievncden, about an 
hour and a quarter’s walk from Batavia, and 
which is a superb mansion. • 

He gives public auiiirnre here every Monday 
and Thursday ; and on d'ncsc'dys and Fridays at 
another scat, situated near r to the city, on the 
Jaccatra road. On the other days of the week 
he is inaccessible to tweiy body, and cannot be 
spoken to unless on affairs of the greatest im- 
|)ortance and urgency. Nobody goes thither 
without having some business ; for it would be 
taken extremely ill if any one were to pay a visit 

^ He was the personal enemy of those gentlemen, and to 
tyrannically abused his authority, that when the council re* 
fused to sanction thi> arbitrary measure, he surrounded the 
council-table with a body of armed men, and itius couitraineA 
(bena to anei^t to his wishcj. 


9 
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of mere ceremony. The time of audience h 
from six o’clock in the morning till eight. Every 
one waits in the open air, in the court before the 
house, till he is called in by one of the body, 
guards. 

When the governor rides out, he is always ac- 
companied by some of his horse-guards. An 
officer and two trumpeters precede his approach, 
and every person who meets him, and happens 
to be in a carriage, must stop and step out of il 
till be has ridden by. This humiliating homagCj 
as well as that paid to the edeh hereto or coun- 
sellors of India, as will be presently noticed, are 
^ually required from foreigners. These cere- 
monies are generally complied with 'l)y the cap- 
tains of Indiamen, and other trading ships 

but,” says Captain Carteret, who was a 
Batavia in 1768, “ having the honour to bcai 
his niajcsty\s commission, I did not think rayscl 
at liberty to pay to a Dutch governor any homag( 
which is not paid to my own sovereign : it is 
however, constantly rerjuired of the king! 
officers ; aj'd two or three days after my arrival, 
the landlord of the hotel where I lodged told me 
he bad been ordered by the shdumdar to let 
know that my carriage, as well as others, musi 
stop if 1 should meet the governor, or any 0 ! 
the council ; but I desired him to acquaint tin 
shdmdar that J could not consent to perforo 
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any such ceremony; and upon bis intimating 
sometbing about the black men with slicks, who 
precede the approach of these great men, I told 
him, that if any insult should he offered me, I 
knew how to defend myself, and would take care 
to be upon iny guard; at the same time pointing 
to my pistols, which happened to lie upon the 
table : upon this he went away, and about 
three hours afterwards returned, and told me he 
had orders from the governor to acquaint me 
that I might do as I pleased.*’ Since ‘that lime 
the English* officers have never bcem required to 
comply with this degrading custom ; yet when 
they have heen in an hired caiTiag(*, nothing 
lias deterred the coachman from stopping and 
alighting, in honour of the Dutch grandee, 
hut the must peremptory menace of immediate 
death. 

A company of dragoons always mount guard 
at Wcltevreedcn. He has besides some halber- 
diers, who arc employed in carrying mes- 
sages and eomniaiiiis, and who always at- 
tend on the governor’s person wherever he 
goes. Ihey arc dressed in short coats of scarlet 
cloth, richly laced with gold, and are next in 
rank to tluj junior ensigu^ in the Company’s 

5er\ 

his excellency entered^he church, all 
pcisjus, both men and women, the counsellors 

F Z 
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of India not excepted, stood up in token of re-i 
spect ; but this etiquette was abolished upon the 
accession of R. dc Klerk to the government in 
1777. His lady receives the same honours, and 
\s equally escorted by a party of horse-guards 
when she rides out. 

The director-general, who is the eldest coun- 
sellor of India, is the next in rank. The direc- 
tion and control over the trade of the Company, 
throughout all India, and to Europe, together 
with every thing relative to it, is exclusively 
intrusted to him. The governor-general does 
not in the least meddle in these matters if the 
director has ability for it. 

Next in order are the ordinary and extra- 
ordinary counsellors of India. Those who re- 
side at Batavia are also usually presidents of 
different boards or courts. Every counsellor of 
India bas likewise the correspondence with one 
of the out-factories allotted to him ; the general 
himself has that of one or two settlements ; and 
no one is excused in this respect but the director, 
on account of his multifarious other avocations. 

Although every member lies under this obli- 
gation, there are but few who take the trouble 
upon themselves; most of them transfer it to 
persons of a lower rank. 

When a counsellor of India, or his lady, 
enters a church, all the men stand up, in the 



6K THE ISLLAND OF JAVA. Sg 

lamc manner as for the governor- general, but 
the women remain fitting. On meeting one of 
them in a carriage, every body must stop, rise 
up, and bow to them, and stay till they are 
gone by. When they go out, they have two 
slaves, who run before them with sticks : other 
people are allowed but one. 

There are always two secretaries of the go- 
vernment, who take down in writing the pro- 
positions, or resolutions, Vhich have been dis- 
cussed in the council, and lay them before the 
governor- general when the assembly breaks up. 
He examines them, and gives directions what is 
to be made into decrees, and what is only to be 
inserted in the journals. The resolutions being 
then drawn up in writing by the first secretary, 
are again presented to (he governor, wlio makes 
such alterations in them as he thinks fit ; and at 
the ensuing session of the council they are read 
over and approved. • 

The salary of a counsellor of India is a thou- 
sand rixdollars per annum ; besides which he 
has six hundred rixdollars for house-rent, seven 
hundred for his trouble in signing dispatches, 
three hundred towards providing his table, to- 
gether with a considerable allowance of pro- 
visions from the Compan/s warehouses. Taking 
every thing together, he can reckon upon a 
yearly income of four thousand rixdollars, 875/. 

^ 3 



86 ON THK ISLAND OF J\VA. 

Bc^^ides the above, the first secretary has the 
err oluments of making out the commissions, 
which do not amount to a trifle, especially when 
m-n^ appointments of governors, diredors, or 
con'i.-aiidants or cur, who pay liheraHy toi tJicir 
coni '‘i>sK)ns ; suiuctimes giving N es to the 
an'Mc ol a tium^and rixdollars. ^io^c of them 
cai save any thing troin this income, wliif h tin y 
amply want for their household txpens( s; !or 
which reason they are general Iv lavijured with 
the government or direcioibiiij) of an out-settlc- 
ment, after they have been three or four years in 
the council, • 

The private secretary of the governor-general 
is usually promoted to be secretary to*ihe council, 
upon a vacancy. 

Thirty-six, or forty, clerks are daily employed 
in the secretary’s office, which is next to the 
government-house, in the castle. They have 
for the most part the rank pf junior merchants; 
nevertheless they arc not able to earn more than 
a bare subsistence. 

Justice is administered to the servants of the 
Company by an assembly, having the appella- 
tion of council of justice. This body is by its 
constitution independent of the council of India; 
but, as the members of which it consists have 
many wants and wishes to he fulfilled, they 
likew ise endeavour to be near the fountain-head 
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of promotion and advantage ; and, as well as all 
others, follow the inclinations of their sovereign 
ruler in all eases that arc brought before them. 
This council consists of a president, who ranks 
next to the junior counsellor of India, eight 
ordinary members, and two adjutors, taken from 
the Company’s servants. Their salary is no 
more than two thousand two hundred rixdollars; 
which is scarcely sufficient for the support of their 
establishments: they are besides obliged to serve 
the office of counsellor of justice, for the space 
of ten years, before they may be candidates for 
any oilier office. • 

Uliere are two fiscals belonging to this council, 
one of which bears the title tf advocate-fiscal, 
or attorney-general, but whose office relates only 
to the pj:rsons in the Company’s service. The 
other is styled the water-fiscal, through whom 
all indictments relative to navigation are made. 
This was formerly, one of the most lucrative 
employments of all India, and it is still very 
advantageous, though not so much as formerly, 
because the private trade is not so flourishing as 
it was in former times. The methods by which 
fortunes were made in this office will easily be 
conceived by seafaring people. The secretary of 
the council of justice has Vlic rank of merchant. 

The citizens and free merchants of Batavia, 
who are not in the Company’s service, arc amc- 
V 4 
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nable to a separate municipal court of justice, 
being what is called the board of scheepens, or 
aldermen, who are eight in number, with a 
president, who is a meiuber of the council of 
India. 

To this court belong a sheriff, for the matters 
which relate to the city, and a constable of the 
territory of Batavia; both of v\hirli are \tvy 
lucrative offices, and are never bestowed but on 
great favourites. 

The punishments inflicted at Batavia are ex- 
cessively severe, especially such as f^ll upon the 
Indians. Impalement is the chief and most 
terrible. 

4 . 

In the year 1769 there was an execution of 
this kind, of a Macasser slave who had mur- 
dered his master. The criminal was -led in the 
morning to the place of execution, the grass- 
plot, and laid upon his belly, being held by four 
men. I he executioner nfade a transverse in- 
cision at the lower part of the bod\ , as far as 
the os sacrum ; he then introduced the sharp 
point of the spike, which was about six feel 
long, and made of polished iron, into the wound, 
so that it passed between the back-bone and the 
skin. Two men drove it forcibly up along the 
spine, while the executioner held the end, and 
gave it a proper direction, till it came out be- 
tween the neck and shoulders, liie lower end 
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was next put into a wooden post and rivclted 
fast, and the sufficfrer was lifted up, thus im- 
paled, and the post stuck in the ground. At 
tljc top of the post, about ten feet from the 
ground, there was a kind of little bench, upon 
whicli the body rested. 

The insensibility or fortitude of the miserable 
sufferer was incredible. He did not utter the 
least complaint, except when the spike was 
rivetted into the pillai'; the hammering and 
shaking occasioned by it, seemed to be intole- 
rable to him, and he then bellowTd out for pain; 
and likewise again when he w*as lilted up and 
W't in the ground. He sat in this dreadful situa- 
tion till (leath put an end to* his torments, which 
fortunately happened the next day about three 
o’clock in the alternoon. He owed this speedy 
termination of his misery to a light shower of 
rain, which continued for about an hour, and he 
gave up the gluis^half an hour afterwards. 

There have been instances at Batavia, of cri- 
minals who have been impaled in the dry season, 
and have remained alive for eight or more days 
without any food or drink, which is prevented to 
be given them by a guard who is stationed at the 
place of cxeeuiion for that purpose. None of 
the vital parts are injurifd by impalement, which 
mikes the punislmient the more cruel and in- 
tolerable ; but as soon as any water gets into the 
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wound, it mortifies and occasions a gangrcM, 
whuli directly attacks the more noble parts, and 
brings on death almost immediately. 

This miserable sufferer continually complained 
of intolerable thirst, which is peculiarly inci- 
dent to this terrible punishments The criminals 
are exposed, during the whole day, to the burn- 
ing rays of the sun, and are unceasingly tor- 
mented by numerous stinging insects. 

About three hours before he died he was in 
conversation with the bystanders, relating to them 
the muuncr in which he had murdered his good 
master, and c^tpressing his repentance of the 
crime he had committed. This he did with great 
composure; yet an* instant afterwards he burst 
out in tlic most bitter complaints of unqucnch- 
able thirst, and raved for drink, while jio one 
was allowed to alleviate, by a single drop of 
water, the exrruciating torments he endured. 

This kind of punishment, notwithstanding Its 
great cruelty, is asserted by many to be of the 
highest necessity, in a country where a treache- 
■ rous race of men, unrestrained by any moral prin- 
ciples from the perpetration of the greatest crimes, 
perform the daily menial and household services 
of the Europeans. I he slaves who come from 
the island of Celebes, and especially the Bougi- 
nese, are guilty of the most horrid murders: 
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most of those who run mucks beibng to that nar 
tion. 

These acts of indiscriminate murder are called 
mucks, because the perpetrators of them, during 
their irenzj, continually cry out amok, amok^ 
which signifies kill, kili When, by swallow- 
ing much opium, or by other means, tlrcy are 
raised to a pitch of desperate fury, they sally out 
with a knife or other weapon in their hand, and 
kill, without distinction •of sex, rank, or age, 
whoever they meet in the streets of Batavia ; and 
proc( ed in this way till they are either shot or 
taken prfsoners. Their intoxioation continujes 
till death ; they run in upon the arms opposed 
to them,* and often kill thfeir opponents even 
after they are themselves mortally wounded. 

In ojder, if possible, to take them alive, the 
officers of justice are provided with a pole ten or 
twelve feet in length, at the end of which is a 
kind of fork, raad(; of two pieces of wood, three 
feet long, stuck on the inside with sharp iron 
spikes; this is held before the wretched object of 
pursuit, who runs into it, ^nd is thus taken. 

If he happen to t)e mortally wounded, he is 
immediately broken alive upon the wheel, with- 
out any form of trial, in the presence of two or 
three of the counsellors of justice. 

It is remarkable, that at Batavia, where the 
assassins, when taken alive, are broken on the 



OK THE ISLAND OF JAVA. 


9 ^ 

wheel, with every aggravation of punishment 
which the most rigorous justice can inflict, the 
t/md’s yet happen in great frequency ; whilst at 
Bcncoolcn, where they are executed in the roost 
simple and expeditious manner, the offence is 
extremely rare. At Batavia, if an officer take 
one of these amois^ or mohawks, as they have 
been called by an easy Corruption, alive, bis re- 
ward is very considerable ; but if he kill them, 
nothing is added to his usual pay: such is the 
fury of their desperation, that three out of fdur 
arc of necessity destroyed in the attempt to secure 
them. 

The orphan-chamber at Batavia serves at the 
same time for the whole of the Dutch possessions 
in India. FAcry out-factory has, it is true, its 
own orphan-chamber, but they must randcr ac- 
count of their administration to that of the capi- 
tal, and remit the effects which arc not claimed, 
or tl)c heirs to which do nol* reside on the spot. 
That of Batavia corresponds with the orphan- 
chambers of the different cities where the cham- 
bers of the East India Company are established. 
Thesa weeskamers, or orphan-chambers, are esta- 
blishments which arc dispersed throughout the 
United Provinces for the administration of the 
estates of all who die* intestate, and the. appor- 
tionment of them among the heirs. 

'I'he board consists of a president, who is a 
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counsellor of India, and six weesmeesters^ or re- 
gents, who arc appointed by the council of India, 
with a secretary, and a sworn clerk. The capital 
stock remaining in the hands of the orphai^'- 
>chambcr amounted, in the year 1766, to about 
220,000/. sterling. 

There arc several other courts, or boards, as 
the commissioners of dikes or sluices, of bank- 
ruptcies, a court of common pleas, a board of 
control over marriages, and others. 

A company was established at Batavia, during 
the government of Baron Van ImhofF, for the 
opium-trade, which is still in existence. The 
stock is divided into shares of two thousand rix- 
dollars each, on which half only has hitherto 
been furnished, but the remainder may be re- 
quired 5t any time. The dividends are unequal, 
yet very large, and the shares sell at a high pre- 
mium ; they arc generally in the hands of the 
counsellors of India. The management of this 
trade is intrusted to a director, who is a coun- 
sellor of India, two acting proprietors, a cashier, 
and a book-keeper. 

Every chest of opium stands the Company in 
two hundred ^nd fifty, and sometimes three hun- 
dred rixdollars, and is delivered to the society 
for five hundred, and sometimes more. On the 
other hand, the Company is bound to sell this 
drug to no other. The retail of it produces large 
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profits, as eight or nine hundred rixdollars, and 
more, are made of every chest. The gain would 
be more considerable, it this monopoly could be 
strictly enforced for the whole quantity of opium 
consumed in the eastern parts of India ; but, not- 
withstanding the Company have interdicted this 
trade to their sefvants, and especially to the sea- 
men, upon pain of death, and have prohibited' 
the importation into any of their possessions, by 
foreign nations, upon* pain of confiscation of 
ship and cargo, yet very great violations of these 
laws arc daily practised, on account of the im- 
portant profit it affords ; by which the society* 
is much injured, although on their part they do 
all they can, on the arrival of ships from the 
Ganges, to discover if any contraband opium be 
on board : but those who engage in thrs illicit 
trade, take too many precautions to incur much 
risk of detection. The smuggling trade which 
the English carry on in this article in the easterri 
islands, and by way of Malacca, is also ex- 
tremely detrimental to the society. 

When any ships arrive in the road of Batavia, 
from places whence contraband goods can be 
brought, two of the members of the council of 
justice, with (lie watt r- fiscal, and the pruvost- 
nrarshal, arc dispatched the next day, in order 
to examine wlicthcr any prohibit J wares aic oil 
board; the examination,* however, is only per- 
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sonally done by the last-named officer, who re- 
ports the result to the others. 

A chief of the marine, or port- admiral, has 
been established at Batavia since the year 1762, 
His rank is equal to that of a counsellor of In- 
dia, but he takes place after^thc junior counsellor. 
He has the same privileges ; has equally the style 
of e^e/e heer, and may be present at their assem- 
blies ; b.ut cannot deliver his sentiments, except 
in matters relative to his department. Hil chief 
occupation consists in superintending the repairs 
of ships, examining the ships’ journals, signing 
sailing-orders, and warrants for delivery of stores 
to the ships ; aiiH further, in keeping whatever 
relates to*marilime affairs in*due order. 

Upon this officer, follows the commandant and 
tipper comptroller of equipment, to whom the 
management of the stores is confided. He like- 
wise superintends the discharge, loading, man- 
ning, and furnishiag the ships with provisions. 
Thi^ is one of the most lucrative, but, at the 
same time, most troublesome employments at 
Batavia ; since he has had a head placed over 
him, however, the emolument has greatly de- 
creased, while the fatigue remains in its full ex- 
tent. lie is assisted by a vice*commandant, and 
under comptroller of cqQiprncnt, who ranks as 
post captain, to whom he generally leaves the 
superintendence of loading and unloading the 
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sbip*^, and who suppVies his place in cases of 
sickness or absence. 

The Company have granted to these three 
officers as an emolument, the privilege ol shipping 
some tons of goods, not contraband, by every 
ship which sails to India, according to the size 
of the vessels; and if the ships’ captains do not 
buy up these goods at a very high rate, they arc 
sure to find but scanty opportunities of dis- 
posing of their own. # 

The commanders of vessels, with their lieute- 
nants and mates, rank next ; the first equal with 
merchants: 10*1770 there were thirty-nine of 
them who resided there, or commanded country- 
ships. < 

The whole of the Dutch land-forces in India 
arc under the command of one head, who was 
formerly styled captain-major, but has now the 
title of brigadier, and ranks after the chief of the 
marine. He has two licutcqpnt-coloncls under 
him ; one of whom has the command of the mi- 
litary at Batavia, and the other at Ceylon ; there 
arc, besides, six majors, two of wiiom reside at Cey- 
lon, one on the Malabar coast, one at the Cape of 
Good Hope, and two at Batavia : one of the last 
is also chief of the artillery. 

There is a regiment -of dragoons, which serve 
as a body-guard to the governor-general. The 
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infantrj? arc divided into two battalions, and arc 
quartered in the city and suburbs. 

Besides these regular troops, there are two 
companies called pemists^ cojisisting of fner* 
chants, junior merchants, book-keepers, and 
assistants. One company is called pemisfs of 
the castle; the other, /m/w/x of the city. The 
former is commanded by the first secretary of the 
government, and the latter by one of the senior 
merchants of the castle. • They are reviewed 
once a year by the governor-general and coun# 
cil ; and each company has a distinct uniform. 

The other Company's servants are also formed 
into two companies ; one consists of the marines 
and others belonging to the* admiralty- wharf, 
with the commandant and upper comptroller of 
equipment at their head ; the other, of the work- 
men of the mfihijgfs hvartier, wltli the fabnek. In- 
dependently of these, all the free inhalntants, or 
citizens, arc enrolled into two companies of horse 
and of foot, which are commanded by a coun- 
sellor of India, as colonel, and mount guard 
every night at the town-hall. 

All the practitioners of surgery are subordinate 
to a chief, who has the control over all the sur«» 
geons and surgeon’s mates as well on hoard ships 
as in the hospitals ; and wlio has the rank of 
senior merchant. 

Every individual is as stiff and formal, and is 

G 
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as feelingly alivij lo every infraction of his privi^ 
leges in respect to precedency, especially in pub- 
lic companies, as if his happiness or misery de- 
pended wholly u|K)n their due observance. No- 
thing is more particularly attended to at cnterr 
tainments, by the master of the bouse, than 
the seating of every guest, and drinking their 
healths, in the exact order of precedency. 
The ladies most tenaciously insist upon every 
prerogative attached' to the station of their 
husbands : some of them, if they conceive them-^ 
selves placed lower than they are entitled to, will 
sit in sullen arid proud silence during the whole 
entertainment. It does not unfrequcntly happen^ 
that two ladies of equal rank meeting each 
other in their carriages, neither will give way, 
ihough they may be forced to remain foj hours in 
the street. 

To provide against these disputes on the sub- 
ject of precedency, the respcr.tivc ranks of all the 
Company's servants were ascertained by a resolu- 
tion of government, which was renewed in 1764; 
and a regulation respecting the pomp of funeral 
processions was added to‘ it, which is still in 
force. Regulations were likewise introduced 
with respect to dress during the government of, 
the governor-general Mossel ; by which persons 
of a certain condition were alone allowed to wear 
^qabroidered or laced clothes; but this is 
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little attended to at present, for afeiost eitty otic 
who cliooses dresses in this forbidden finery. 
Velvet coats are however not common, and they 
are absolutely prohibited to be worn by any 
under the rank of senior merchant. The act by 
which these regulations were established, is com- 
posed of a hundred and thirty-one articles. It 
enters into the most minute detail respecting the 
carriages, horses, chairs, servants, dress, &c. of 
the Company's servants, and exhibits a strange 
picture of meanness and illiberality. By the 8th 
article, litlje chaises for children, drawn by the 
hand, must not be gilt or painted, but in the 
exact proportion of the rank of the parents. By 
the 31st no one inti-rior to a merchant shall use 
a parasol or umbrella in the neighbourhood of 
the castler except when it rains. Ladies whose 
husbands are below the rank of counsellors of 
India, may not wear at one time jewels of greater 
value than six thoiftand rixdollars; wives of 
senior merchants are limited to four thousand, 
others to three and one thousand. Article 49th 
permits ladies of the higher ranks to go abroad 
with three female attendants, who may wear 
“ ear-rings of single middle-sized diamonds, gold 
hair-pins, petticoats of gold, silver, or silk cloth, 
jackets of gold or silver gauze, chains of gold, 
or beads and girdles of gold, but neither pearls 
nor diamonds, nor any other kind of jewels, in 
6 2 
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the hair,** Wives of inferior merchants may 
have tW0| and ladies in an inferior station one maid, 
who may wear ** ear-rings of small diamonds, 
gold hair-pins, a jacket of fine linen, and a 
chintz petticoat, but no gold nor silver stuffs, nor 
silks, jewels, real or artificial pearls, nor arty or- 
naments of gold.*' By article 65, none but per- 
sons of the highest rank are allowed to l^ave 
trumpets, clarions, or drums among the music 
with which it is cusfomary to entertain guests 
during dinner. There is a wise recommenda- 
tion in the 83d article, to the officers of the 
Company in Bengal, not to surpass their prede- 
cessors in pomp of dress nor appearance, and es- 
pecially not the governors or chiefs ©f the other 
European settlements. Perhaps the i loth article 
inhe most curious of all. It allows to the di- 
rector at Surat, when he goes in state, among 
other things, four fans, made according to the 
fashion of the country, with the feathers of 
birds of paradise, and cow-hair, with golden 
cases and bandies. It likewise fixes the duties 
to be paid upon all carriages, horses, &c. It is 
worthy of observation, that those upon carriages 
increase downwards from the higher to the lower 
ranks ; members of the government pay 50 rix- 
dollars per annum ; captains of the military, mer- 
chants, &c. 100; junior merchants, &c. 125; 
book- keepers, 6cc. 1 80; citizens of no special rank, 
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and native inhabitants of consideration, 200 ; and 
the common natives, 300 rixdollars for keeping 
carriages. Fines are the penalties attached to the 
iofractiofl of almost all these sumptuary regula- 
tions. 

There may be twelve clergymen of the re- 
formed religion at Batavia, six of whom preach 
in the Dutch, four in the Portuguese, and two 
in the Malay languages ; likewise three Lutheran 
ininistefs, who preach in* Dutch. 

Service is performed every Sunday in the 
above languages ; in Dutch at two churches in 
the morning, but only at one in the afternoon. 
An examination of catechumens takes place 
every Wednesday evening. So that, upon the 
whole, these reverend gentlemen need not com- 
plain, when their number is complete, of too 
severe labour. The morning service com- 
m ences at half past eight o'clock, and is ge- 
nerally over by tefl, when the greatest heat of 
the day begins. 

Ecclesiastical disputes are never heard of here. 
The Company's government, who arc extremely 
anxious to avoid every thing which could in- 
terrupt the public tranquillity, would soon ter- 
minate the quarrel by the summary argument of 
lorce. 

It is much to be wished that upright and 
learned clergymen were alone sent out ; yet that 
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this is not always the case, appears from a reso- 
lution of the f^overnment in the year 1768, 
earnestly ^eque^Mng that the assembly of seven- 
teen would dispatch some ministers of the Gospel, 
possessed ot virtue and learning, to Batavia, with 
an augmentation of salaries and emoluments. 
Their salary was then one thousand eight hun- 
dred gild( rs per annum ; but with their allow- 
ances for house-rent, board, &c. they could 
reckon upon three thousind, about 275/.; which 
is certainly not enough to live upon at Batavia 
with a fan^ily, and on an equal footing with the 
senior merchants. 

Once in every year, or sometimes only once in 
two years, one of the clergymen of Batavia goes 
upon a visitation to the Company’s possessions 
on the west coast of Sumatra. Some «f (hem 
well know how to turn such occasions to the ad- 
vantage of their pockets, by taking with them as 
much merchandise as they cat'i find room for. 

The coins current at Batavia are the milled 
Dutch gold ducat, worth six gilders and twelve 
stivers : the Japan gold coupan^s^ of which the 
old go for twenty-four gilders, and the new for 
fourteen gilders and eight stiver^ i tlie Spanish 
dollar or* piaster rises and falls according to the 
quantity in circulation, or ihc degree of demand} 
its value is generally bjt veen sixty-three and 
Efixty-sijc stivers : the milled silver ducatoon, 
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which is the current coin of the Company through-.* 
out their possessions, except on the continent ofln-^ 
dia ; its proportionate value according to the other 
coins is sixty-six stivers ; hut in Indian money 
it goes for eighty, at which rale it is current at 
Batavia ; at the Cape of Good Hope it is worth 
seventy-two, and at Cochin seventy-five stivers : 
the unmilled ducatoon is two stivers less at Ba- 
tavia ; the milled Batavia rupee, called the silver 
derham d'^Juva, which wa^ formerly coined at 
Batavia, is made good in the Company’s books at 
twenty-four stivers, and in circulation it is taken 
at thirty ; it is the only rupee which goes for so 
much at Batavia, and is current at Amboyna, 
Banda, Tcrhate, Macasscr, ancf Malacca, at the 
same rate, but on the coast of Malabar it is eight 
percent. U'ss in value than the Sural rupee : all 
otlier rupees generally go for twenty- seven 
stivers; the Persian rupees are the most current ; 
there arc also half anil cjuarlcr rupees in circula- 
tion. 1'hc smaller coins arc skillings, diibbeltjes^ 
or twopcnny’pie.cs, and doits; there arc two 
.sorts of skdlings ; the old, which are current in 
Holland, go for six stivers, but the new, here 
called shiji-skillings, arc worth seven and a half ; 
twopcnny-picxcs wliich are old and worn go for 
two stivers, but the new fof two stivers and a 
h.all ; no other doits arc taken in change than 
t!)ose stamped with the mark of the East-India 
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Company, and these are equal to a farthing* 
The rixdollar, which is the money nsfed for 
accounts in private trade, is worth forty-eight 
stivers; thus, three new or milled ducatoons arc 
equal to five rixdollars*. 

Most merchants’ goods are calculated at Bata- 
via by picols of one hundred and twenty-five 
pounds, Amsterdam weight"}'* ; and these are sub- 
divided into a hundred caitisy each weighing one 
pound and a quarter. 

Rice and other grain is measured by coyangSy 
which differ in weight. On the receipt of the 
rice by the Company at Java, they must weigh 
three thousand five hundred pounds. They arc 
shipped at Batavia for three thousand four hun* 


* The following is a table of the value in sterling money 
of the above coins at the par exchange of /ai per pound; 
viz. 





£. 

J. d» 

The old Japan gold coupang 

/.24 

0 

or 2 

3 7i 

The new ditto 

14 

8 

I 

6 2 \ 

The milled Dutch diicat 

6 

12 

0 

n 0 

The silver milled ducatoon 

4 

0 

0 

7 3i 

The upmilled ditto 

3 

18 

0 

7 I 

The Spanish dollar from 

3 

3 

0 

5 H 

to 

3 

6 

0 

6 0 

The rixdollar 

% 

8 

Q 

4 4 j 

The B?ttavia lujve 

1 

10 

0 

2 ^ 

Other lupccs, about 

i 

1 

0 

^ si 

Ricaud, in hi. Trai'e de Commerce, makes the /2/Vci/ at Bi- 


tavia tqr.al to iiHjM. Aiiii-^crdam weight. 



t)H THE ISLAND OP JAVA. IO5 

ired^ and landed there for three thousand thre« 
hundred. The warehouse keepers dispatch them 
for the out-factorics for three thousand two 
Hundred, where they are unloadcn for three 
thousand one hundred; and tinally, they are de- 
livered for consumption for three ihcnisand pounvis 
at the out-factories, namely, those which receive 
their rice from Batavia, as Malacca, the Cape of 
Good Mope, Ceylon, the western coast of Su- 
matra, &:c : thus every loses five hundred 

pounds in weight. This deficiency is an allow- 
ance which is made to the Company’s servants, 
who respectively have the niaifagemcnt of the 
rice ; for instance, for every 3300 received at 
Batavia, the warehouse- kce|!ers are only bound 
to deliver 3200, &c. Out of this difference 
they njust make good all loss by dust, 
kc. ■ and what they can keep over is a per- 
quisite to themselves. Similar allowances 
are made on mosit of the goods in which the 
Company trade, and they arc all fixed by a reso- 
lution of the conncil. They form a very material 
part of the income of the Comj)any’s servants ; 
who, however, arc* bound to sell again to the 
Company what they have gained in this- way, 
of all spices, coffee, saltpetre, japan, copper, 
and tin; the other articles they are allowed to 
dispose of as they please. 

Sugar is taken by camssers of three ficols^ or 
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three hundred and seventy five pounds neat each i 
the gross weight is about four hundred, or four 
hundred and five pounds. 

The giinfing is a small rice-measure, of thirtceaf 
pounds and a half in weight. 

Every bag of coffee shipped from Batavia to 
Holland, weighs two hundred and fifty-two, 
and a bale of cinnamon eighty pounds. 
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CHAPTER V. 

European Mode of Living at Bat avia. ^-^Women^-^ 
Their early Marriages. - - Complexion. — Temper,— 
Manners. — Education of Children. — Bathing . — 
Excessive Jealousy of the Indian Ladies. — Cruelty 
to their female Slaves. — Short Widowhoods.— 
Dress. — Diversions . — Carriages. — Norirnons . — 
Carts drawn hy Buffaloes. — Management of the 
Company s Trade. — Senior Merchants of the 
Castle. — Warehouse-keepers.-- Corrimissaries at the 
Warehouses. — Exportation of Gold and Silver to 
India. — Decay of Batavia by Increase of private 
Trade. — Province of Jaccatra. — Imports at Ba^ 
tavia. — Islands of Onrust — De Kuiper — Purme^ 
rend — Edam. 

Europeans, whether Dutch or of any other 
nation, and in wha^tever station they arc, live 
at Batavia nearly in the same manner. In 
the morning, at five o’clock, or earlier, when the 
day breaks, they get up. Many of them then sit 
at tlieir doors; others* stay in ihe house, with 
nothing but a light gown, in which they sleep, 
thrown over their naked limbs; they breakfast 
upon coffee or tea; afteilvards dress, and go 
about whatever business they may have. Almost 
all who have any place or employment must be 
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at their proper station by eight o'clock, and they 
^ remain at work till eleven, or half past. They 
dine at twelve ; take an afternoon's nap till four, 
and attend to their business till six, or take a 
ride out of the city in a carriage. At six o'clock 
tliey assemble in companies, and play or con- 
verse till nine, when they return home ; whoever 
chooses to stay supper is welcome ; and eleven 
o’clock is the usual hour of retiring to rest. Con- 
vivial gaietj^ seems fo reign among them, and 
yet it is mixed with a kind of suspicious reserve, 
which pervades all stations and all companies, 
and is the consequence of an arbitrary and jea- 
lous government. The least word which may 
be wrested to an evil meaning, may bring on 
very serious consequences, if it reach the cars of 
the person aggrieved, either in fact, or in ima- 
gination, Many people assert, that they would 
not confide in their own brothers in thfe 
country. 4 

No women are present at these assemblies; 
they have their own separate companies. 

Married men neither take much concern, not 
show much regard, for their wives. They seldom 
converse with them, at least on useful subjects, 
or on such as concern society. After having 
been married for years, the ladies arc often, 
therefore, as ignorant of the world and of 
manners, as upon their wedding-day. It is not 
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that they have no capacity to learn, but the men 
have no inclination to teach. 

The men generally dress in the Dutch fashion, 
and oft^n wear black. 

As soon as you enter a house, where you in- 
tend to stop for an hour or more, you are desired 
by the master to make yourself comfortable, by 
taking off some of your clothes, &c. This is done 
by laying aside the sword, pulling off the coat and 
wig, for most men wear wigs here, and substi- 
tuting for the latter a little white night-cap, 
which is generally carried in the pocket for that 
purpose. 

When they go out on foot, they arc attended 
by a slave, who carries a sun^shade, snmbreel or 
payang^ over their heads ; but whoever is lower 
in rank ^han a junior merchant may not have a 
slave behind him, but must carry the sambreel 
himself. 

Most of the wbit^ women at Batavia are born 
in the Indies. Those who come from Europe at 
a marriageable age are very few. They are 
either the offspring of European mothers, or of 
oriental female slaves, who having first been 
mistresses to Europeans, have afterwards 
been mairicd to them, and been converted 
to Christianity, or at •least have assumed 
the name of Christians. The children of 
these marriages may be known to the third and 
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fourth generation, especially by the eyes, which 
are much smaller than in the untnixed progeny 
of Europeans. 

There arc likewise children who are the off- 
spring of Portuguese; but these never become 
entirely white. 

Children born in the Indies are nicknamed 
liplaps by the Europeans, although both parents 
may have come from Europe. 

Girls are commonly«/rnarriagcal)le at twelve or 
thirteen years of age, and sometimes younger. 
It seldom happens, if they are but tolerably 
handsome, have any money or expectations; or 
arc related to people in power, that they are un- 
married after that age. 

As they marry while they are yet children, it 
may easily be conceived, that they do no,t possess 
those requisites which enable a woman to ma- 
nage a family with propriety. Many of them 
can neither read nor write, ngr possess any ideas 
of religion, of morality, nor of social inter- 
course. 

Being married so young, they seldom bear 
many children, and arc old women at thirty 
years of age. Women of fjfty, in Europe, look' 
younger and fresher than those of thirty at 
Batavia. They are in general of a very delicate 
make, and of an extremely fair complexion ; 
but the tints of vermilion which embellish our 
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northern ladies, are wholly banished their 
cheeks ; the skin of their face and hands is of 
the most deadly pale white. Beauties must not 
besought amongst them; the handsomest wOuld 
scarcely be thought middling in Europe. 

. They have very supple joints, and can turn 
their fingers, hands, and arms, in almosNsvery 
direction ; but this they have in common with 
the vvomen in the West Indies, and in other tro^ 
pical climates. • 

They are commonly of a listless and lazy tem- 
per ; which is chiefly to be ascribed to their edu- 
cation, and the number of slaves of both sexes 
they always have to wait upon them. 

They rise about half past seven or eight 
oVlock in the morning; spend the forenoon in 
playing and toying with their female slaves, who 
arc never absent, and in laughing and talking 
with them, while a few moments afterwards they 
will have the poor^creaturcs whipped unmerci- 
fully, for the merest trifle. They loll in a loose 
and airy dress upon a sofa, or sit upon a low 
stool, or upon the ground, with their legs crossed 
under them. They chew pinang, or betel, with 
which custom all the Indian women arc infatu- 
ated ; they likewise masticate the Java tobacco, 
whi('h makes their spittle, of a crimson colour ; 
and when they have done it long they get a 
black border along their lips, their teeth become 
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black, and their moqths very disagreeabk, 
though ft is pretended that this custom purifies 
the mouthy and is a preservative against the 
tooth-ache« 

As the lodian women are not deficient in un« 
derrfanding, they would become very useful 
memlllrs of society, endearing wives, and good 
mothers, if they wene but kept from familiarity 
with the slaves in their infancy, and eduqjited 
under tlie immediate eye of their parents, who 
should be assiduous to inculcate in their tender 
minds the principles of true morality and polished 
manners. Butf alas I the parents are far from 
taking such a burdensome task upon themselves. 
As soon as the child is born they abandon it to 
the care of a female slave, who generally sucklea 
and rears it till it attains the age of nine or tea 
years. These nurses are often but one remove 
above a brute, in point of intellect; and the 
little innocents imbibe with^their milk all the 
prejudices and superstitious notions which dis-^ 
grace the minds of their attendants, and which 
are never eradicated during the remainder of 
their lives. 

They are remarkably fond of bathing and 
ablutions, and make use for this purpose of a 
large tub, which holds three hogsheads of water, 
and in which they immerse their whole body at 
Icabl twice a week. Some do this in the morn* 
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ing in one of the running streams out of the 
city. 

In common with most of the women in India, 
they cherish a most excessive jealousy of their 
husbands, and of their female slaves. If they 
discover the smallest familiaVity between them, 
they set no bounds to their thirst of revenge 
against these poor bondswomen, who in most 
cases have not dared to resist the will of their 
masters, from fear of ill treatment. 

They torture them in various ways ; they 
have them .whipped with rods, and beaten with 
raltaiis, till they sink down nearly exhausted : 
among other methods of tormenting them, they 
make the poor girls sit before them in such a 
posture that they can pinch them with ihcir toes 
in a certahi sensible part, which is the peculiar 
objcft of their vengeance, with such cruel inge- 
nuity that they faint away by excess of pain. 

Instances of the m*ost refined cruelty practised 
upon these wretched victims of jealousy, by 
Indian women, and which have been related by 
witnesses worthy of belief, have been recited, 
but they are repugnant to every feeling of hu- 
manity, and surpass the usual bounds of credi- 
bility. 

Having thus satiated their anger upon their 
slaves, IhoM; next object is to take equal revenge 
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upon their husbands, which they do in a manner 
less cruel and more pleasant to themselves. 

The warmth of the climate, which influences 
strongly upon their constitutions, together with 
the dissolute lives of the men before marriage, 
are the causes of much wantonness and dissi- 
pation among the women. 

Marriages are always made at Batavia on 
Sundays, yet the bride never goes abroad be- 
fore the following Wednesday evening, when 
she attends divine service ; to appear sooner in 
public, would be a violation of the icules of de- 
corum. 

As soon as a woman becomes a widow, and 
the body of her husband is interred, which is 
generally done the day after his decease, if rich 
she has immediately a number of suitors ; but 
the laws do not allow a re-marriage till the , ex- 
piration of three weeks. 

Their dress is very light "and airy ; they have 
a piece of cotton cloth wrapped round the 
body, and fastened under the arms, next to the 
skin ; over it is a shift, a jacket, and a chintz 
petticoat; which is all covered by a long 
gown or kahay, which hangs loose ; the sleeves 
come down to the wrists, where they are 
fastened close with six or seven little gold 
or diamond buttons. When they go out in 
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state, or to a company where they expect the 
presence of a lady of a counsellor of India, 
they put on a very fine muslin habay^ made like 
the other, but hanging down to the feet, while 
the first only reaches to the knees. When they 
invite each other, it is always subject to the 
condition of coming with (he long or the short 
kahay. They all go with their heads uncovered : 
the hair, which is perfectl)^ black, is v/orn in a 
wreath, fastened with gold and diamond hair- 
pins, called a condh. in the front, and on the 
sides of thciiead, it is stroked smopth, and ren- 
dered shining, by being anointed with cocoanut- 
oil. They are particularly attentive to this head- 
dress; and the girl who can dress their hair most 
to their liking, is their chief favourite among 
their slaved. 

English travellers who have visited Batavia, 
have all admired the taste of this head-dress, 
which they think inexpressibly elegant. When 
the ladies pay their evening visits to each other, 
the wreath of hair is surrounded by a chaplet of 
flowers, in which the.grateful fragrance of the 
nyctanthes sambac, or Arabian jasmine, unites 
with the modest sweetness of the folyanthes tube^ 
rosa^ and is beautifully intermixed with the 
golden stars of the mimusofs cletigi. 

On Sundays they sometimes dress in the Eu. 
ropean style, with stays and other fashionable 
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incumbrances, which however they do not like, 
bcimi accustomed to a dress so much looser and 

o 

more pleasant in this torrid clime. 

When a lady goes out, she has usually four or 
more female attendants, one of whom bears her 
betel-box. They are sumptuously adorned with 
gold and silver, and this ostentatious luxury the 
Indian ladies carry to a very great excess. 

They seldom mix in company with the men, 
except at marriagc-feasls. 

The title of My Lady is given exclusively to 
the wives of counsellors of India. 

The ladies arc very fond of riding through 
the streets of ihe^town in their carriages in the 
evening. Formerly, when Batavia was more 
nourishing, they were accompanied by musicians; 
but this is no more customary at pr(:scnt than 
rowing through the canals which intersect tlio 
town in little pleasure-boats : going upon these 
parties, which were enliv'&ncd by music, was 
called orangbayen. 

There was a theatre at Batavia, hut it was 
soon given up. 

The coaches arc small and light. Glass 
windows to coaches are alone allowed to tlic 
members of the government, wdio have also tlic 
privilege of painting or gilding their carriages 
agreeably to their own taste. 

A slave must run before every wbccl-carriage 
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with a stick in his hand, in order to give notice 
of its proximity, and prevent all accidents ; for 
the streets not being paved,- the approacli of the 
carriage cannot be easily perceived. 

Most people l)ire a carriage, at the rate of 
sixty rixdollars a month, of the licensed stable- 
keepers, by whom the duty is paid. Counsellors 
of India, and a few others of the Company’s 
upper servants, are exempted from it. 

Sedan-chairs are not in«use here. The ladies, 
however, sometimes employ a conveyance some- 
what like them, called a tiorimotu This is a kind 
of box, naVrower at the top than die bottom, and 
carried by a thick bamboo pole, fastened over 
the top. They sit in it with their legs crossed 
under them, and have then just room enough to 
sit upright, without being seen. 

The carts for the conveyance of goods inland, 
drawn by buflalocs, arc of a very simple and 
clumsy constructiot^ A long pole, which serves 
for a beam, goes through an axlelrce, which 
turns two wheels, or rather round blocks like 
quoits, sawn out of the trunk of a thick tree, 
about four feet in diameter, and having a round 
hole in the centre, througli which the end of 
the axlc.rec is inserted. At the further end of 
the beam is a cross piei;e of wood of four or 
hve feet in length, with four stout pegs, and 
which is laid upon the shoulders of two bufta- 
H 3 
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loes, in the manner of a yoke, so that their 
necks fit between the pegs; and this serves both 
to bear the weight pf the cart and to drag it 
along. The carts themselves are small, and 
cannot carry a great weight ; they have a cover- 
ing of leaves, to preserve the load from the rain. 

Ihe trade of the Company is managed by the 
director-general. The burdensome duty of his 
office is greatly alleviated by two assistants, who 
are senior merchants pf the castle. Their busi- 
ness consists chiefly in superintending the housing 
in the Company’s warehouses of all goods which 
^re brought tQ Batavia by their ships, and the 
delivery of them again : all returns oii this score 
are first made to them. The senior of them has 
the superintendence of all the goods which 
arrive, and the other over those dispatched. 
Deliveries are made on warrants signet! by one 
of them. All papers relative to trade, which 
are received trom the out- factories, are examined 
by them, and they report their contents to the 
director. They are both likewise administrators 
of thp great treasury, but derive little emolu- 
ment from it. Their office is one of the most 
troublesome of any in the Company’s civil service 
at Batavia, and is not equally lucrative in com- 
parison with others to which less labour is at- 
tached, and whence much greater profits accrue; 
yet it is an pflice of much consideration, as it 
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gives the precedency over all other senior mer- 
chants. 

All merchandise 5s boused in the Company’s 
‘ repositories, which are situated partly in the city 
of Batavia, and partly on the island of Onrust, 
under the direction of administrators, or ware- 
house-keepers, who must render account of the 
same. 

This branch of business is divided into several 
departments, each of which has two administra- 
tors, two commissaries, and a book-keeper. Some 
of these administratorships are very lucrative, 
especially *that of the island of Onrust, on ac- 
count of the large quantities of goods deposited 
there. A certain per-centage is allowed to all 
the administrators, upon the whole of the goods 
It^hich they deliver, for waste, loss in weight, and 
damage, when the delivery is effected within a 
twelvemonth after the receipt ; but when the 
goods have lain mjre than a year in the ware- 
houses, the allowance is greater. 

The occupation of the commissaries at the 
warehouses, is to take care that the Company 
suffers no prejudice at the receipt or delivery of 
goods. They are obliged to be present at the 
weighing of every thing, and to be attentive to. 
the accuracy of the weight ; an oath ot fidelity 
in the discharge of their duty is administered to. 
them annually by the council of justice. 

H 4 
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TIic quantity of goods sent from Europe to 
India is inconsiderable, in comparison with those 
which are conveyed from one part of the Indies 
to another, or to Europe. The chief article of 
exportation to India is gold and silver, in bullion 
and coin. The annual exportation of the pre- 
cious metals to India, by the Dutch East In- 
dia Company, has been calculated at nearly 
550,000/. 

People well worthy.of credit, who have lived 
forty years and more at Batavia, affirm that there 
is an inconceivable difference between the actual 
state of the cify, with respect to trade, and its 
flourishing situation, before the year 1740, Free 
inhabitants, who had never been in the service 
of the Company, used then to return to Europe 
laden with riches, very few instances of whith 
occur at present ; hence it may be plainly per- 
ceived that there is little chance of making money 
at Batavia by private trade, and it is well known 
that it grows worse from day to day ; and this, 
epmbined with its unhealtbiness, may sufficiently 
account for its deterioration. 

Something has been already said of the pro- 
vince of Jaccatra ; namely, that it is a possession 
of the Company, subdued by their arms, whose 
natives are their immediate subjects, governed by 
the council of India, and morp particularly und^r 
the eye of the governor general. 



ON THE WLAND OP JAVA. IT I 

A person is appointed by the governor, under 
the title of commissary of inland affairs, who 
represents the sovereign in the interior of the 
country. 

He adjusts all differences which arise between 
the native grandees, with the pre-knowledge of 
the governor-general, and exacts all penalties 
and fines laid upon them, the greater part of 
the profits of which accrue to him. He is feared 
and respected like a pringj, in the interior parts, 
as the happiness of every individual is almost 
entirely in his power. 

The regents, who are his coadjutors in the 
administration of the land, are taken from among 
the natives. The first in rank are the adapafis, 
to whom the government of a large district is 
intrusted. Then follow the tommagongs, who 
are, however, much lower in rank, having the 
direction over a proportionately smaller extent of 
country ; although each of them stands alone 
in his local jurisdiction. These have inghehhs 
under them, who are as lieutenants, and before 
whom disputes of little importance between the 
inhabitants of their districts are settled ; yet the 
parties may appeal to the commissary. 

It is only when very important matters occut, 
in which the Company have a particular interest, 
that they are brought to the coguizance of the 
government at Batavia, and settled by them* 
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The commissary, who resides without the 
city, has a guard of natives every night at hig 
house, and twenty or twenty»four armed attend* 
ants, who arc Javanese, in the pay of the Com* 
pany. 

The chief productions yielded by this province, 
are sugar, coffee, indigo, and cotton-yarn. The 
revenues which the Company draw from it, 
amount annually to full a million of gilders. 

The original letters^ which are written by the 
council of India, to the Indian princes, are com- 
posed in the Dutch language, and signed by the 
governor-general, and by the secretary in the 
name of the government ; but translations are 
always added in Ae Malay, Javanese, or other 
language of the prince to whom the letter is ad- 
dressed. For this purpose, there are several 
translators at Batavia, who arc well paid, and 
have the rank of merchants. 

The letters which are s^nt by the Indian 
princes, to the government, are written upon 
gold or silver flowered paper, and are brought to 
the council with much ceremony. 

All goods which are carried into or out of Ba- 
tavia, are subject to duties which are levied at 
the bar, at the entrance of the city. These, as 
well as the other taxes and imposts, are annually 
farmed out, generally to Chinese. The whole 
of them amount together upon an average to 
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32,000 rixdoHars, f.'j 6 y^oo per month, making 
/,92I,6 oo per annum, about 83,800/. 

Of the several islands which lie before 
Batavia*, there are no more than four, which 
arc made any use of by the Company ; and of 
these, Onrust is the principal. This island lies 
about three leagues n.w. from Batavia ; it is 
nearly round, rises six or eight feet above the 
surface of the water, and is of small extent, 
being about 4800 feet in circumference. In 
the centre of the island, and within a fort, 
consisting of four bastions and three curtains, 
stand the warehouses and other buildings. On 
these fortifications, and on three small outworks, 
which are constructed at tho water’s edge, the 
walls of all which are whitened with lime, arc 
mounted^ sixteen pieces of cannon of various 
sizes. The fortified island of Onrust,” says 
Captain Parish, who was there in 1793, ‘‘is 
well situated to coi^mand the channel that affords 
the principal passage into the road. The work 
upon that island was of a pentagonal form ; its 
bastions were small and low, not more than 


^ They are, in all, fifteen in number, and have the follow- 
ing names given to them ; Onrust, de Kuiper, Purmerend, 
Pngelb Onrusi, Rotterdam, Schiedam, Middleburgh, Amster- 
dam, Horn, Harlem, Edam, Ewkhuizen, Alkmaar, Leyden, 
and Vader Smk. The two first arc innermost, and are fronts 
ing, and within sight of the city. 
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twelve feet the highest ; and not always con- 
nected by curtains. A tew batteries were lately 
constructed on the outside of this work, that bore 
towards the sea. On these, and on the bastions, 
about forty guns were mounted in different direc- 
tions. South of this was another island (this 
must be that called de Kuiper), at the distance 
of a few hundred yards, on which two batteries, 
mounting together twelve guns, had been lately 
erected.” • 

In the year 1730 a small church with a steeple 
was erected licre ; where service is performed on 
Sundays by a clergyman, who conies hither from 
Batavia for that purpose every week. 

The Company have here ten or twelve large 
warehouses, which are almost always full of 
goods; pepper, japan copper, saltpetre, tin, ca- 
liatour-wood, sapan-wood, &c. They are under 
ihe direction ot two administrators, who, as 
before mentioned, have veryjucrative places. 

On the north side of the island stand two 
saw-mills ; and on the south side there is a long 
pier head, on which arc three large wooden 
cranes, erected for the purpose of fixing masts in 
sliip'^, or unstopping them. Three ships can lie 
here, behind each other, alongside of the pier, 
in deep water, to be«repaired, or to receive or 
discharge tlieir cargoes. There is another pier, 
a little more to the westward, called the Japan 
pier, where one ship can lie to load or vinload. 
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There is above twenty feet of water against the 
piers, and it rises and falls about five tect, once 
in four-and-twenty hours. All the Company’s 
ships which require it are hove down at the 
wharfs along the piers, and receive tvery neces- 
sary repair with ease and dispatch. “ It would be 
injustice,” says Captain Cook, “ to the officers 
and workmen of tins yard, not to declare, that, 
in my opinion, there is not a marine yard in the 
world, where a ship cad be laid down with 
more convenience, safety, and dispatch, nor re- 
paired witlj more diligence and skill.” 

The government of the island,* and the direc- 
tion over the repairs which take place here, arc 
intrusted to a master-carpenter, who Imis the ma- 
nagement of every thing, except what relates to 
the departments of the administrators of the 
warehouses. Ills office is esteemed a very pro- 
fitable one, and he has the rank of senior mer- 
chant. Though thcMsland is but small, the num- 
ber of people dwelling upon it, is supposed to 
be near three thousand, among whom arc three 
hundred European workmen. 

About sixteen hundred feet from Onrnst is the 
island de Kuiper, or Cooper’s EIc, which is one 
third less in size than the former, d'he Com- 
pany have several warehouses upon it, in which 
coffee is chiefly laid up. There are two pier- 
heads, where vessels may load and discharge at 
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its south side. There are several large tamarind- 
trees interspersed over it, which afford an agree* 
able shade. The workmen who are employed 
here in the daytime, are fetched away at night 
to Onrnst, tnd only two men remain behind as 
a watch, together with a number of dogs, who 
are remarkably fierce, so that no one dares to set 
bis foot on the island at night. 

To the eastward of Onrust, and at twice the 
distance of Cooper's Isle, is the island Purracrend, 
which is half as large again as Onrust. It is 
planted with shady trees ; and in the centre is a 
building which "serves for an hospital, or lazaretto, 
for persons afflicted with the leprosy, and other 
incurable diseases, who are sent thither from 
Batavia. It is supported by the alms of Euro- 
peans and Javanese, but the latter contribute 
the largest share. ' 

The island of Edam lies about three leagues 
N.N.E. from Batavia. It is about half an hour’s 
walk in circumference. It is very woody, and 
has abundance of large and ancient trees. Among 
them is one, the trunk of which is so large, that 
twenty men, with their arms extended, cannot 
encompass it ; its outward branches shoot down- 
wards, and, taking root, as soon as they reach 
the earth, grow again up into trees ; I saw some of 
them which were already two feet thick ; it is the 
banian-tree, ficus indlcay or Indian-fig ; it is cs- 
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teemed holy by the Javanese, and is much ve- 
nerated by them. The Company have some 
warehouses on this island, for salt ; but the 
chief use they make of it, is as a place of exile 
for criminals, who are employed in making 
cordage, and over whom a ship^s captain is 
placed as commandant. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Causes of theUnheahhhiess of Balavia. — MiicUhatiks* 
— Morasses, — Familhirhy of the Inhahltunts with 
Disease and Death. — IVant of Circulation in the 
Canals — Deserted and untenanted Houses . — > 
Depreciation in the Value of Houses, — Other 
Causes^ originating m Europe ^ applied to explain 
the great Mortality at Batavia, — Bet mis when, 
the Number of Deaths successively Increased,-^ 
Register of , Deaths in Hospitals, — Com- 
parative Statement of the Number of Men lost by 
the Company every Year, 

Sound reason, and the united experience of 
•ages, have incontrovcrtibly demonstrated that 
low swampy land, such as has been abandoned, 
or tlirown up by the waves of the sea, and coun- 
tries overgrown with trees and underwood, arc 
all extremely unlicalthy, and frequently fatal 
to a great pro'portion of their inhabitants. And 
the insalubrity of the air has been found to 
augment or decrease as the habitations of man- 
kind have been placed nearer to or farther from 
morasses, or stagnant waters, or woods, which 
by their proximity prevent the noxious exhala- 
tions from being dissipated by a free circulation 
of air. 
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All these causes of disease and death combine, 
in a greater or less degree, their baneful in-^ 
fluence to render Batavia one of the rtiost un- 
wholesome spots upon the fat c of the globe. 

They make their appearance throughout all 
the neighbouring foreland ; and, from the point 
of Ontong Java, on one side, to two leagues 
beyond Ansjol on the other, where the firm 
sandy beach commences, a dismal succession of 
stinking mud-banks, filth)^ bogs, and stagnant 
pools, announces to more senses than one the 
poisonous nature of this dreadful climate. 

Along tbts shore the sea throws, up all man- 
ner of filth, slime, moliusca, dead finh, mud, 
and weeds, which putrefying ‘with the utmost 
rapidity by the extreme degree of heat, load and 
infect the air with ihcir offensive miasmata. This 
aggregation of mud and putrefaction receives a 
more peculiar increase during the bad or west 
monsoo'n, tlian at another time ; and the con- 
stant prolongation of the pier heads of the river, 
contributes also a share towards this accretion. 
The mud-banks thus recently thrown up arc 
soon covered with such- bushes and shrubs as are 
peculiar to morasses, whereby fresh supplies of 
mud and filth are caught and retained ; and the 
noxious exhalations are augrpented and strength- 
ened, while the north-west winds convey the 
whole of the putrid effluvia to the city. 

1 
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Near Batavia are likewise several very low 
tracts, especially to the west of the city, which 
although, they lie far enough from the sea not to 
be subject to inundation by it, yet by the con- 
tinual and heavy rains which fall in that season 
of the year, often stand under water ; and even 
include in their circuit swamps covered with 
high trees, which augment the corruption of the 
atmosphere by their foulest vapours. 

It is not strange that the inhabitants of such a 
country should be familiar with disease and death. 
Preventive medicines are taken almost as regu- 
larly as food, and every person e^xpects the 
returns of sickness as we do the seasons of the 
year. In the words of a late intelligent travel- 
ler, the European settlers at Batavia com- 
monly appear wan, weak, and languid ; as 
if labouring with the ‘ disease of death.’ Their 
place of residence, indeed, is situated in the midst 
of swamps and stagnated pools, whence they arc 
every morning saluted witH ‘a congregation of 
‘ foul and peslilential vapours,’ whenever the sea- 
breeze sets in, and blows over this morass. 
The meridian sun raises from the shallow and 
muddy canals, with which the town is inter- 
sected, deleterious miasmata into the air; and 
the trees, with whith the quays and streets arc 
crowded, emit noxious exhalations in the night. 
There are few examples of strangers remaining 
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in Batavia long, without being attacked by 
fever, which is tlie general dcnominalion in that 
place for illness of every kind. The disorder at 
first is commonly a tertian ague, which alter 
two or three paroxysms becomes a double tertian, 
and then a continued remittent, that frequently 
carries off the patient in a short time. The 
Peruvian bark is seldom prescribed in any stage 
of the disease ; or is given in such small quan- 
tities as to be productive of little benefit. The 
chief, or rather the sole medicine administered, 
is a solution, of camphor in spirit of wine. The 
practitioners of physic at Batavia, where the 
presence of the most skilful certainly is necessary, 
not having had the advantages of a medical 
education, are satisfied as to tlu'ory, with con- 
sidering thf nature of the fever as being to rot 
and corrupt the human frame ; and, as to prac- 
tice, that camphor being the most powcrl"! anti- 
septic known, it is prf)per to trust to it, by a rule 
more simple even than Moliere’s, and to exhibit 
it in every variety and |)criod of the complaint. 
The intermittent fever does not, however, alwajs 
prove fatal ; but continues, in some instances, 
even for many years ; and the patient becomes 
so familiarized to it as scarcely to think it a 
disease, attending, in the inlervals of its attack, 
to his affairs, and mixing in society. A gentle- 
man in that predicament, conversing upon the 


I z 
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nature of the climate, observed, that in fact it was 
fatal to vast numbers of Europeans who came to 
settle lliere; (hat he lost many of his friends 
every year ; but for his part he enjoyed excellent 
health. Soon after he called for a napkin to 
wipe his forehead, adding, that this was his fever- 
day ; he had a shocking fit that morning, and 
still continued to perspire profusely. Upon 
being reminded of his late assertion of being al- 
ways healthy, he repiicd, he was so, with ex- 
ception of those fits, which did not prevent him 
from being generally very well ; that he was 
conscious they would destroy him Tby degrees, 
were he to remain in the country long, but that 
he hoped his affairs would enable him to leave it 
before that event was likely to take place. It Is 
supposed that of the Europeans of all classes who 
come to settle in Batavia, not always half the 
number survive the year. The place resembles, 
in that respect, a field of battle, or a town 
besieged. The frequency of deaths renders fa- 
miliar the mention of them, and little signs arc 
shown of emotion and surprise, on hearing that 
(he companion of yesterday is to-day no more.” 
When an acquaintance is said to be dead, the 
common reply is, “ Well, he owed me no- 
thing;*’ or, I must get my money of his exe- 
cutors.” 

The circumstances just noticed would alone be 
sufficient to render Batavia a most unwholesome 
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place of abode, and the mortality greater here 
Ibaii at any other spot of the Company's posses- 
sions ; but to these more than adequate causes 
which occur in the environs and situation of the 
city, may be added the present interior state of 
the town itself, whereby the destructive un- 
bealthiness of the diraatc is carried to tlie very 
pinnacle of corruption. 

Two principal causes are to be met witliin the 
city, and a great part of its insalubrity is to be 
ascribed to them; namely, the little circulation 
of water in the canals which intersect it, and the 
diminution of the number of its inhabitants. 
The former is occasioned by the ri'^er, which 
formerly conveyed most of its water to the city, 
being now greatly weakened by the drain which 
lias been ting, called the Slokhaan, which re- 
ceives its water from the high land, and carries 
it away from the city, so that many of the canals 
run almost dry in fhe good monsoon. The 
stagnant canals, in the dry season, exhale an 
intolerable stench, and the trees planted along 
them impede the course of the air, by whif h in 
some degree the putrid effluvia would be dissi- 
pated. In the wet season the inconvenience is 
equal ; for then these reservoirs of corrupted 
water overflow their banks in the lower part of 
the town, and fill the lower stories of the houses, 
where they leave behind them an inconceivable 
* 3 
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quantity of slime and filth ; yet these caqals ^rc 
sometimes cleaned ; but the cleaning pi them is 
so managed as to become as great a nuisance as 
the foulness of the water; lor the black mud 
taken troni the bottom is suffered to lie upon 
the banks, in the middle of the street, till it has . 
acquired a sufficient degree of hardness to be 
made the lading of a boat, and carried away. 
As this mud consists chiefly of human ordure, 
which is regularly tfirown into the canals every 
morning, there scarcely being a necessary in the 
whole town, it poisons the air while it is drying, 
to a considt^rable extent. Even the running 
streams become nuisances in their turn, by the 
negligence of the people ; for every now and 
then a dead hog, or a dead horse, is strandicd upon 
the shallow parts, and it being the business of 
no particular person to remove the nuisance, it 
is negligently left to time and accident. 

The second cause originates in the decay of 
trade, which was formerly so flourishing in this 
place, that there used to be scarcely a possibility 
ol procuring a house within the walls of the 
city ; at present, on the contrary, those houses 
in which the greatest merchants dwelt, their 
counting-houses where they cairicd on their 
business, and the svarehouses which received 
their immense stocks ot merchandise, arc now 
either deserted and untenanted, or changed into 
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stables or coach-houses. The ruined square, the 
Lepel, or Spoon-street, and other parts of the 
lower town, afford the most visible testimony of 
this decay. 

The buildings remaining thus uninhabited 
and uncleansed, speedily contract in this lo^lv, 
warm, and marshy place, an infectious and foul 
air, and contaminate even the houses adjoin- 
ing ; and that this both causes and augments the 
unhealthincss of the place, is evident from the 
circumstance that the mortality Ls greater in the 
lower town, or on the north sidg, than in the 
other parts of the city which are more fully in* 
habited. 

The castle, wWch is now esteemed the most 
unhealthy part of the whole place, used not to be 
more so ^han any other spot around it; but at 
that time the buildings in it, which are appro- 
priated for the governor gencral, and for the 
first servants of tlicICompany, were inhabited by 
them ; these stand at present empty, are neg- 
lected, choked wifti dirt, and running to decay: 
the poor officc-clerks, who have not the means 
of procuring another abode, and are compelled 
therefore to dwell in those buildings erected for 
them in the castle, are the victims. The mili- 
tary, who are for the most part quartered in the 
barracks built for them, and the people belonging 
to the marine department, who reside upon or 
*4 
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near the admiralty-wharf, which is opposite to the 
castle, arc no less exposed. 

Most people, not satisfied with having left the 
lower town in order to go ancf live higher up, 
have abandoned the city altogether, and reside 
in gardens without the walls, and as tar removed 
from the town as their circumstances or the 
employments which they have to attend to in the 
city will allow them; letting their houses in the 
city stand empty, or occupying them only for a 
short time of the year, and no longer than is 
absolutely necessary. This goes on, increasing 
from year to year, and will probably, in the 
lapse of time, produce the total abandonment 
and ruin of Batavia. The amaeing depreciation 
in the value of houses, is a clear proof of this 
assertion. ‘ 

The Dutch, who are so fond of gardens in 
Holland, have transferred that taste, where it can 
certainly be cultivated with*' more success, and 
indulge it to a great extent, at their houses a 
little wa) from Batavia; bul^ stilK within that 
fenny district, concerning which an intelligent 
gentleman on the spot used the strong expr^'s- 
sion, that the air was pestilential and the watS: 
poisonous. Yet the couiUry is every where so 
verdant, gay, and ferule; it is inteisperscd with 
such magf'ificcnt hou^^es, gardens, avenues, 
canals, and drawbridges; and is so formed in 
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every respect to please the eye, could health be 
preserved in it, that a youth coming just from 
sea, and enraptured with the beauty of every 
object he saw around him, but mindful of the 
danger there to life, could not help exclaiming, 

What an excellent habitation it would be for 
immortals !’' 

Although the chief causes of the greater insa- 
lubrity of Batavia than any other place under the 
same parallels, have been*pointed out, it would 
be wrong to ascribe solely to these the amazing 
mortality among the Europeans who come hither^ 
There are other causes, which are independent 
of Batavia and its climate, which contribute to 
this mortality. These may be chu fiy considered 
as originating in Europe, since it is certain that 
the suppbes of men arriving in the Indies from 
Europe, have not fur several yeafs past been 
found to bring with them those healthy consti- 
tutions which they ilid lialf a century ago. The 
continual increasing dearness of provisions in 
Europe since the year 1740, has, as is naturally 
the case, most affected the lowest classes of 
society, who have in consequence been obliged 
tQ take up with coarser and less nourishing food, 
which must undeniably have a prejudicial cff( et 
upon their animal frame. * These, for no other 
sort of people, a very few excepted, take service 
with the Company, when conveyed on board of 
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the ships, deteriorate their constitutions, which 
have been already fundamentally shaken, by the 
hardships attendant on a sea life, the close and 
narrow places where they are lodged, and the 
melancholy with which most of them are at- 
tacked, on account of leaving their native 
country. 

Arriving thus at Batavia, the most unwhole- 
some spot which could be selected, with a broken 
constitution, which has received new shocks 
from their long voyage, it can scarcely be ex- 
pected, w hen to this is added a scanty, and insipid 
diet, consisting of rice and some dritd fish, to- 
gether with the extreme plenty and cheapness of 
fruit, and the easy access to strong liquors, that 
they should long survive the fatal moment when 
they first set foot on this dangerous shore: this 
regards the soldiery. But it is not only from the 
military that the muster* rolls of death arc swelled: 
the same mortality likewise -takes place among 
the seafaring part of the Company’s servants ; 
yet it is not so much, in every respect, appli- 
cable to those w'ho are really seamen, and having 
from their youth been bred up to the profession, 
have in general subsisted upon better food, and 
acquired a more hardy temperament, but with 
respect to merely nominal sailors, who have 
never before stood upon a deck, and who con- 
stitute the greater number of the mariners in the 
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employ of the Company : these must be looked 
upon as on an equality with the soldiers. 

Thus, when il is said that the mortality is ge- 
neral in the military and marine departments of 
the Company’s establishment, it must be consi- 
dered, that the greatest number of the individuals 
engaged in the sea-scrvice, consist of such as 
differ from the military upon their first coming 
on hoard, only in name. Many years ago, a 
sufficient nurnlier of abl(* seamen could be pro- 
cured, not to be compelled to have recourse to 
landsmen for filling up a ship’s complement ; but, 
ever since the year 1740, the mffny naval wars, 
the great increase of trade and navigation, parti- 
cularly in many countries where formerly these 
pursuits were little attended to, and the conse- 
quent gfeat and continual demands for able sea- 
men, both for ships of war, and for merchant- 
men, have so considerably diminished their sup- 
ply, that in our jwn country, where there for- 
merly used to he a great abundance of mariners, 
it is now with much diftkulty and expense that 
any vessel can procure a proper number of able 
hands to navigate her. 

Many people who have never visited the 
countries between the tropics, and arc too apt to 
credit the misrepresentations of travellers, have 
been led to believe, that excessive heat is the 
cause of the unhealthiness of Batavia ; but the 
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healthiness of many other countries where the 
same degree of heat prevails, is proof enough of 
the contrary. At Surat, and in Bengal, which 
arc esteemed the most salubrious parts of India ; 
more than once the thermometer of Fahrenheit 
has risen above loo*^ in the months of Mar^h and 
April, while at Batavia it has seldom been higher 
than 90®, and generally below that point ; which 
is a degree of heat not unusual even in our own 
country : and this is moreover considerably mi- 
tigated by the refreshing land and sea breezes, 
returning alternately at stated hours in regular 
rotation. 

The intermediate calms, however, before these 
breezes relieve each other, arc not wholesome. 
The stagnation of the atmosphere at those times, 
and especially in the evening, before the laijd* 
wind begins to blow, and when the vapours, 
exhaled during the heat of the day, hang low 
over the earth, is hurtful to respiration ; and the 
evening air is, in consequence, loore especially 
pernicious at Batavia. Yet many of the inhabit- 
ants are accustomed to sit out of doors in the 
evening, because the warmth within exceeds that 
without. 

There may, perhaps, be other causes, besides 
the various disadvantageous circumstances attend- 
ing the local situation and actual state of the 
city above adduced, which may give occasion te 
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the prevailing disorder and great degree of mor- 
tality for many years past observed at Batavia, 
and which are either not yet discovered, or 
cannot be pointed out with sufficient accuracy of 
proof; for it is certain, that naany of the circum- 
stances here enumerated were in existence at 
those times when the city was not reckoned a 
more unhealthy place of abode than any other 
under the same climate. 

An unusual degree of rportality first made its 
appearance in the year 1733 * that, and 

the five following years, the deaths amounted 
annually to more than two thousand among th© 
free merchants, or burghers, and Company's ser- 
vants, and full fifteen hundred slaves. 

From 1739 to 1743, the mortality was not 
quite so great ; for in those five years, no more 
than five thousand five hundred and sixty-two 
of the Company’s servants died in the hospitals, 
whereas the number amounted, in the preceding 
five years, to eight thousand two hundred and 
eighty-six; but it afterwards increased again, so 
that from 1744 to 1771, the deaths in the hos- 
pitals alone, into which no others are admitted 
than such as are in the Company’s service, and 
of these only the common soldiers and sailors, 
who have not money to pjovide themselvts with 
better accommodation, arc the only persons who 
claim admittance, amounted to lorty-cight thou* 
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aand and thirty-six. In the year 1769 alone, 
there died in and out of the hospitals: 

2434 of the Company’s servants, 

164 Burghers, 

681 Native Christians, 

83J Mahomedans, 

1331 Slaves, and 
1003 Chinese. 


6446 

» 

And of the latter the number may at least be 
augmented by onethird, as so much may betaken 
for the deaths concealed, in order to avoid pay- 
ment of the tax upon funerals ; and the numbers 
mentioned above, are only such as have been 
declared. 

'I'he dead in the hospitals amounted, Jromthe 
beginning of July 1775, to the end of July 1776, 
to the number of two thousand five hundred and 
ninety -five. 

The following is a correct list of the number 
of deaths in t he hospitals at Batavia, from the year 
1714 10 1776 , viz. 


Year. 

Dead. 

Year. 

17 U 

^59 

1720 

*7‘S 

469 

1721 

1716 

453 

1722 

1717 

494 


1718 

59* 

1724 

.‘ 7‘9 

660 

>725 


Dead. 

Year. 

Dead. 

750 

1726 

904 

614 

; 1727 

676 

w 

1728 

656 

637 

1729 

626 

769 

1730 

671 

92s 

* 73 * 

780 
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Year, 

Dead. 

Year. 

Dead. 

Year. 

Dead. 

* 73 * 

781 

*747 

1881 

1762 

*390 

*733 

1116 

*748 

1261 

>763 

1750 

*734 


*749 

1478 

1764 

*757 

* 73 S 

1568 

1750 

*035 

1765 

•754 

*736 

*574 

* 75 * 

1969 

1766 

*039 

*737 

*V 93 

1 * 75 * 

1601 

*767 

24.04 

1738 

1776 

*753 

1618 

1768 

>833 

*739 

998 

*754 

1517 

1769 

1742 

*740 

1124 

*755 

2109 

1770 

2434 

1741 

1075 

*756 

1487 

1771 

24^0 

* 74 * 

io8z 

*757 

1441 

1772 

2066 

*743 

1283 

*758 

1638 

>773 

1187 

1744 

*595 

*759 

*3.37 

>774 

*957 

*745 

1604 

1760 

^317 

>775 

2788 

*746 

1565 

1761 

1000 

1776 

2877 

It was in '1733 canals were «hiefly begun 


to be dug around Batavia, by which the water 


was diverted from taking its course through the 
city, and from that time the number of dead has 
constantly increased. In 1744, a second hospi- 
tal was erected, and in order 'to defray the ex- 
penses, the regulation was introduced in both 
hospitals, that the wages of all the sick who were 
admitted into them, should be withheld from 
them while they were under cure, and applied to 
the benefit of the institutions, whence, it is said, 
many more patients died from the chagrin this 
regulation caused them ; and we accordingly sec 
that that and the succeeding years arc marked 
withagreatc. mortality than before. In 1761, they 
began to stow. in the hospital, without the cily, 
niore sick people than the two hundred cunva- 
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lescents, who were formerly aitended there ; and 
the years immediately following, show another 
period of increase. In 1775, an hospital-ship was 
laid up in the road, in consequence of which, as 
well in that as in the next year, the number of 
dead was greater than ever. 

On making a comparison between the number 
of deaths, and the remaining servants of the 
Company at Batavia, and those at the other 
settlements, it appears, that out c five thousand 
four hundred and ninety Europeans, who were 
present at Batavia, accord jag to the annual 
muster, on the 30th of June 1768,' of which 
number, however, one thousand three hundred 
and thirty-eight were patients in the hospitals, 
two thousand four hundred and thirty-four died 
within the ensuing twelve months : and that the 
number of the Company’s servants, at alf the out- 
settlenients, was on the last day of June of the 
same year, according to muster, fourteen thou- 
sand four hundred and seventy Europeans ; of 
whom, one thousand six hundred and thirty- 
seven died in the year following : whence it ap- 
pears, that the proportion of the dead to the 
living is at Batavia, as twelve to twenty-seven, 
which is almost one half, and at the out-scttle- 
ments, as eleven to oije hundred, or<^omething 
less than one ninth. The Company, therefore, 
lose in general every year one fifth part of their 
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servants. And th^y experienced a loss in the 
»ame proportion, during the same period of twelve 
months, upon the cre^Vs of thirty-seven ships 
navigating in India ; and of the crews of tvventy- 
>even ships that sailed from Europe in 1768-* 
1 769,,wi)ich all together amounted, by their tnus- 
ter-rolls, to five thousand nine hundred and se- 
venty-one hands, the number of dead was nine 
hundred and fifty-nine, which is also nearly one 
in six. • 

This comparison may eeftainly appear in 
different lights In different years, yet not so much 
30 , but thaf the calculation may in general be 
taken for what haS for Several ycafiB past been the 
Annual result. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

General Review of the Decline in the Comfmys 
Affairs, — Recapitulation of the Receipts and Ex- 
penditure of each Settlement, — General State^ 
merit f &c* — Refleckions on the decayed State of 
the Company^ — Receipts and Expenditure, 

Were the prosperify of the East India Com- 
pany only in a stale of decline, from the circum^ 
stances already mentioned, hopes might be en- 
tertained of relief and restoration. ' A fortunate 
chance of war, or a favourable peace in Europe, 
might afford sufficient opportunities of engaging 
men enough to supply, in a very ample manner, 
the deficiency of people now laboured under. 

But many other circumstances concur, if not 
to render the restoration of the Company's 
affairs a matter of impossibility, at least to 
afford the most unfavourble prospects respecting 
them. 

It is not only for a few years past, that the 
decline of this great body has been manifest, but 
from much earlier times : “ It cannot by any 
means be denied,” says Mr. Van Imhoff, in 
his Considerations, of the year 1742, “that the 
present state of the East India Company wears a 
much more disadvantageous aspect, and is not 
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by far in so floniishing a condition as in former 
times.’^ Mr. Mossel writes to the same effect, 
in the year 1752 ; and very little reflection is re- 
quired at present to discover, that in the year 
1777, the situation of the Company has, in the 
last fivc-and-twenty years, become mueh worse; 
and that their affairs threaten a disastrous termi- 
nation at no very distant period, if more effectual 
measures of redress are not suggested, and re- 
sorted to, than those whicli have hitherto been 
employed. 

The common course of events, in this world, 
teaches us, *hoth from ancient and^from modern 
history, that there have been, or are, no empires, 
states, republics, nor pu1)lic bodies, but have 
all, after reaching the summit of their greatness, 
declined considerably,- though the one more than 
the other, in power and consideration ; although 
the means which have been resorted to, 
have ever had the ^wished- for effect of wholly 
preventing their ruin ; and it has been fortunate, 
when, acting as palliatives, they have served to 
procrastinate the fall. These vicissitudes must 
be ascribed to the inscrutable designs of Provi- 
dence; and it should seem, that by them the 
Ruler of the universe hath, for the accomplish- 
ment of his all- wise purposes, intended I0 mani- 
fest to mankind the utter instability of every thing 
hi this sublunary world. 

K 
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The primary causes, wHich sap the founda- 
tions of a state or society, whilst in its most 
flourishing vigour, and pave the way for its de- 
cline and fall, are very seldom known. The 
seemingly unimportant commencements of ruin 
are nearly undiscernible, and they do not appear 
till long afterwards, and when the evil is so 
deeply rooted, and has raised itself to a height 
visible to all, while it is likewise, in general, too 
late to remedy it ; or if 6ome appearances of the 
latent source of ruin be discovered, the fatal 
consequences which may arise from it, are seldom 
duly appreciated. In this, the body politic re- 
sembles the animal frame, and is like a man in 
the bloom of life, who, enjoying an uninter- 
rupted state of health, possessed of a firm and 
unshaken constitution, pays no regkrd to the 
first insidious attacks of a slight indisposition, 
which fie presumes will easily be overcome by 
the natural strength of His constitution ; till 
too late he finds, that with unmarked, but hi- 
deous strides, the direful disease has advanced 
beyond the grasp of medicine, and at length 
bids bold defiance to every attempt of nature, or 
of art, to check its fatal progress. 

The evil which has its origin in the constitu- 
tion of the body politic itself, is irresistibly aug- 
mented, when accidental extraneous circum- 
stances concur to drag to perdition, the state or 
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institution which thi^ totters on its base. Both 
the interior leaven of corruption, and external 
adventitious evils, have taken place, arid still 
exist, with regard to the Company. 

The latter need not be insisted on, they are evi- 
dent to every eye : with re'^pect to the former, 
the first germination of those seeds of dcstruc-, 
tion is to be placed in the period when the con- 
quest of countries, and the increase of terri- 
tory, were more the objects of the Company’s 
attention, than the prosecution, increase, or 
improvement of their commerce and navigation 5 
and this period is to be defined, as having 
chiefly existed from the year 1660 to 1670, during 
which time it was that the Company made 
themselves masters of the Portuguese establish- 
ments on the Malabar coast, and of the island of 
* 

Celebes, both which acquisitigirs cost them a 
great expense of blood, and incalculable trea- 
sures, and have never been of any other than an 
imaginary advantage to their interests. 

As this chapter is devoted to a general consi- 
deration of the affairs of the Company, it may 
not be amiss to insert here, a recapitulation of 
the receipts and expenditure of all the establish- 
ments of the Dutch East India Company ; the 
former comprising their .territorial revenues, 
and profits upon the country-trade ; and the 
latter, all the expenses of each establishment pr 
K 3 
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se, taken from the books of the year 1779, that 
s, from the 1st of September 1778, to the 31st 
of August 1779: the order in which the esta- 
blishments are placed, is that in which they arc 
arranged in the books of the Company, and 
those actually known to be in the hands of the 
English, and distinguished by the mark •f*. 


Charges. Expenditure. 

Jaccatra, including Batavia /.i, 820, 327 /•2, 384., 930 


t Aniboyna . ^ . . 

. 48,747 

201,082 

1 Banda 

• 9*350 

146,170 

Ternate 

. 114,997 

229,406 

Macasscr 

. 63,19s 

163. >37 

Timor 

• I 3 > 6'9 

11,712 

Banjer massing .... 

. — 

12,091 

Palcmbang 

• 3.922 

49.677 

Japan 

. 106,802 

96.356 

t Malacca 

. 162,520, 

>' 3.235 

t Padang ...... 

• 74,577 

53.675 

t Bengal ‘ 

. 385,159 

265,5'? 

t Coromandel 

• 427. >31 

452,133 

t Ceylon 

611,704 

1,243,038 

t Malabar 

• 414.977 

489,645 

t Surat 

• 283,207 

— 

t Cape of Good Hope , . 

. 195,168 

505,269 

North-east Coast of ,Tava • 

• 406,874 

281,873 

Cheribon 

• 35.761 

12,584 

Bantam 

. — 

78,262 

Landak and Succadana 

1,764 

9.726 


Total /.5, 209, 796 /.G, 799, 518 

. 5*209.796 


leaving an exccdcni in the charges of 
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or 144,520/. 35. 8^. sterling. The Indian pos- 
{rcssions of the Company were not always a 
charge upon them. In 1689, balance, 
drawn in the same manner, was on the other 
side, and showed a favourable surplus of 
7.937, 361. 10.5(85,214/. 13^. 5^/.);andin 1744, 
anaclvaiK'eappearodof/. 779 ,o 56 .( 70 ,B 23 /. ^s. 6d), 
Mosscl, to whom we have so frequently had 
occasion to ref r, calculated, in his time (1753), 
the whole yearly receipts at 7.8,79 1,000, and the 
ex[xindilurc at 76,517,500, which would leave 
a favourable surplus of (about 

206,680/. sterling), and which is amazingly 
dirterent from the later results. The deficiency 
is supplied by drafts from India, upon the direc- 
tion in Holland; and, together with various 
other objcJcts, the expenses of equipping twenty- 
five or thirty ships annually, the payment 
of the wages and premiums to the returning 
crews, the salarits of the directors, and 
the expenses of the administration at home, 
the dividends to the proprietors, &c. form 
the general debit of the Company, against the 
profits upon the rnerchandise they dispose of in 
Europe. These gains have been calculated upon 
an average, at from ten to eleven millions of 
gliders, or about one million sterling, per annum ; 
and this computation appears to be just, from thft 
following statement of the invoice-prices, and 
K. 4 
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net proceeds of the cargoes received from India.^ 


for the ten 

years 

from 17 jo to 

1759, viss. 

Years. 

Ships. 

Invoices. 

Sales. 

I 7 SO . 

22 

• /• 7 > 372.>77 

./.]9,024,209 

i 7 S» • 

24 

9,630,682 

. 16,670,614 

» 75 * • 

20 

• 7>883,36i 

• 23,133,580 

1753 • 

22 

. 10,259,866 

• ih3^ho37 

>754 - 

22 

• 8,859,297 

, 19,840,766 

I 7 SS • 

22 

• 9 .‘> 52>485 

. 19,806,077 

1756 . 

25 

. 8>42i,4'9 

. 19,890,066 

>757 • 

26 

. 8,935,720 

• 14.829,367 

1758 . 

22 

. 6,906,717 

• >8,934,386 

>759 • 

28 

. 8 , 437^469 

. '8,817,318 
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BOOK II. 


CHAPTER I. 

t 

Navigation from Batavia to Samarang. — Govern^ 
merit of Samarang. — Dissension htlween the Soe- 
soehoenahi and Manko Boeni, — The latter sup- 
ported by the Company .-^The Empire of Java 
parcelled out. — The Sea-coast ceded to the Com- 
pany. — They male themselves Masters of Balam- 
bouang^-Soera Carta, the Capital of the Soesoe- 
hoenarn. — UJokje Carta, that of the Sultan,~ 
Residencies of Oelopampang — Sour ah ay a — 
Grisse — Samanap — Remhang — Joana — Ja- 
para — Samarang — Pacalonga — Tagal. — Resi- 
dents at the Courts of the two Javanese Emperors, 
— Establishment, Revenues, &c, of this Govern- 
ment. 

On leaving the road of Batavia, navigators 
should steer for the island of Edam ; then be- 
tween that and the island of Leyden, or else 
between Leyden and Enkhuizen; and afterwards 
round Point Carawang, and ap far from the 
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shore to have offing enough to pass the reef 
wliich runs out from Scdary : the lead is in this 
respect the best guide, since you must not suffer 
it to shoal more than ten fathoms till this reef is 
passed, of which you may be certain in the day- 
time, when the high trees of Sedary, which are 
few, single, and easily to be distinguished on 
account of their height, bear s. s. w.; and in the 
right steering to the cast, in twelve fathoms 
water i it deepens when you are past the reef ; 
upon which steer more southerly, keeping how- 
ever your depth into the bight of Pa.manoekan, 
till the water shoals to ten and nine fathoms, 
when you must steer again more cast, in order 
not to approach too near the shore of Java ; you 
may be sure you will then run clear of the rock 
upon whicli the Castle of Woerden was lost, 
although there is sixteen fathoms water close to 
it : but the safest is to anchor here during the 
night. Having doubled the point of Pama- 
noekan, steer for that of Indraymayc, in ten, 
eleven, twelve, and thirteen fathonas water ; 
upon approaching the last, be sure to keep in 
those depths, to avoid falling upon the reef of 
Chevibon; which having passed, steer as much 
to the southward of east as to retain nineteen or 
twenty fathoms depth ; or in the daytime keep- 
ing within sight of the shore till you begin to 
near Pamalang, when you must alwi: so fay of 
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shore as to double Ihe rock which lies n. e. by n. 
from that place : you will then come in sight of 
the hills of Tagal, Samarang, and the Two 
Brothers ; when the last bear due south, steer 
for the shore, and afterwards along it, till the 
enSign-staff of Samarang bears s. s. e. and let 
drop your anchor in five or four and a half 
fathoms. All along the north coast of Java, the 
bottom is a soft clay. 

This government, whiMi is one of the most 
lucrative for the Company's servants, was twenty 
years ago pnly a commandery ; it was changed 
into a government upon the considerable acqui- 
sition of territory made by the Company along 
the sea-coast, by cession to them by the Soesoc- 
liocnam, at the conclusion of peace, during the 
govcrnrrjcnt of Mr. Harting, who terminated the 
war of Java, in which the empire was split into 
two parts, one remaining under the Soesoehoc- 
nam, and the other becoming subject to the 
present reigning sultan, Manko Boeni. 

It is of the utmost importance to the Company 
that this establishment be well governed, on 
account of the immediate relation which it has 
to the two above-mentioned Javanese princes, 
who nourish the most implacable enmity towards 
each other. -The Company would not wish to 
see a termination of their mutual hatred, for as 
long as it remains in force they retain the secure 
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possession of their acquisitions along the sca- 
coas( ; and though not nominally, they ar^ 
aKva)S in reality likewise masters of the inner 
parts ; for, upon uniting with either of these two 
pi jnees, they can make the balance lean so much 
against the other, that they arc both constrained 
to remain quiet. 

This was in fact their object in fomenting the 
dissension which arose between the Socsochocnam 
and Manko Boeni, aed whence the war of Java 
bad ils origin. 

The last-named, a prince of the imperial fa- 
mily, and a descendant of the former Socsoe- 
hoenam, wanted to have as an appanage the 
province of Mataram, which had already been al- 
lotted Jo the hereditary prince Masseyd, son of 
the Socsoehoenam. ^ 

This Masseyd was of a short stature and an 
^excellent disposition ; he gloried in the circum- 
stance that he had never kdlcd an European 
except in battle. Manko Boeni, on the con- 
trary, and his son and heir apparent, more than 
once caused the captive Europeans to be pounded 
in their rice-blocks ; or be cut oft' their genitals, 
^nd forced therp into their mouths. The last- 
mentioned in particular showed himself an im- 
placable enemy of all-Europeans, and of a most 
^rucl and bloodthirsty temper. 

Mataram was an extensive and wealthy 
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district, which the Company did not wish to re- 
main under the power of the Soesoehoenarn, the^ 
clandestinely encouraged Manko Boerii to re- 
quire it at the hands of the Soesoehoenarn. The 
Company did this agreeably to their adopted 
system of weakening the emgire as much as pos- 
sible, in order to preserv<> their possessions irl 
Java with greater ease ; and they secretly pro- 
mised Manko Bocni to maintain him in hia 
pretensions. • 

Immediately hereupon he left the court, and 
retired to Ijis domains, where he directly rose in 
arms against the emperor, and began a civil 
war. 

The Company, In order to save appearances, 
and to render their conduct more defensible than 
if they htid openly espoused the part of Manko 
Boeni, offered themselveS as mediators between 
these two princes, foreseeing that the Socsochoe- 
nam, who relied# upon the superiority of hii 
power, far from conceding, would reject all 
overtures of peace, and, prosecuting the war with 
vigour, would endeavour entirely to subdue his 
opponent. 

. Exactly as they foresaw, the emperor rejected 
all offers of conciliation, and entered eagerly into 
a war which was to end hi his discomfiture and 
disgrace. 

There was now the most urgent necessity for 
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the Company to espouse, in earnest, the quarrel 
of Manko Boeni, partly in order to persevere in 
their proposed system, and partly to secure them- 
selves from the ill will which would infallibly, 
and not unreasonably, be entertained against 
them by the Socsoehoenam, as he soon became 
acquainted with their^manoeuvres to kindle those 
flames of discord ; and, if Manko Boeni were 
subdued, the power of the Socsoehoenam would 
thereby be so much augmented, that the Com- 
pany w'ould, in all probability, have stood in 
need of the exertion of all their power to resist 
his attack. 

Fortune favoured their arms: and though in- 
calculable soms were expended in the contest, 
they attained their object— 'the division and sepa- 
ration oft he empire. 

A considerable part of the provinces of the 
empire of Java, among which Mataram was one 
of the principal, was given to Manko Boeni, 
under the title of Sultan ; the whole of the north- 
cast coast of the island was ceded to the Com- 
pany, Upon condition of thpir paying a yearly 
acknowledgment of twenty thousand rixdollars, 
about 4350/. to the Socsoehoenam, who retained 
possession of the remainder under his former 
title. 

The jurisdiction of this government was fur- 
ther extended by the conquest of the land of Ba- 
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lambouang, situated at the most eastern extre- 
mity of Java. 

This province, the productions of which caa 
never yield the Company a sufficient compensa- 
tion for the blood and treasures which it costs, 
would doubtless have never become an object of 
their ambition, H* the cupidity of one of their ser- 
vants had not excited in them the desire of pos- 
sessing it. Placing no limits to his lust of 
wealth, he rather, as ordinary methods could 
not assuage his rapacity, put the interest of his 
employers to the hazard, than suffer his boundless 
thirst of gdld to remain unsatisfied. 

The plausible pretext by which the govern- 
ment in India, and afterwards the direction in 
•Holland, were instigated to disturb the tranquil- 
lity of this country, which they had for many 
years regarded with so much indifference, was 
the representation that there w^as reason to tear 
that the English wanted to take possession of it; 
nay, that an expedition for that purpose was 
actually on foot, and was expected, or had 
arrived at the Straits of Bali; that they had pro- 
bably already landed, and would consequently 
establish themselves in time on the island. There 
was some truth in this report ; but the Company 
would in all likelihood never have begun that 
ruinous war, had it not been for these interested 
instigations ; for their competitors would not 
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have found it an easy matter to establish their 
trade here, notwithstanding this was so much 
insisted on at Samarang. 

In this manner was this empire, once 86 
formidable, split into three parts ; and it has 
thereby, not only become a less dangerous neigh- 
bour to the Company, but is likewise entirely 
under their control, by means of their holding 
the balance between the above-mentioned poten- 
tates. Even the prince who has the greatest 
right to the throne is not appointed heir to the 
crown, witliout the consent of the Company; 
and the noniination of the prime ministers of 
both the princes is likewise vested in the Com- 
pany. 

The capital city of the Soesoehoenam is Soere 
Carta, commonly called Jolo, and is about two 
days journey in’and, south-east from Samarang, 
That of the sultan, D’Jokje Carta, lies five days 
journey south-west from Samarang, at the south 
side of Java, in the province of Mataram*. 

To the government of the north-eastern coast 

* The resting«places, or stages, on the road from Samarang 
to D’Jokje Carta, arc ; 

irom Samarang to Onara, 5 (Dutch) miles, 

from Onara to Jambou, 7 ditto, 

from Jambou to Sombou, 7 ditto, 

from Sombou to Surrigenent, 6 ditto, 

ind fiom Surrigenent to D’Jokje Carta, 9 ditto* 
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of Java, the seat of which is at Samararig, be- 
long all the factories, commonly called rerii 
dencics, which the Company possess from Odcp- 
pampang, as far as the province of Cheriboh i 
which last, in the same manner as Bantam, is 
under the immediate administration of the go- 
vernment at Batavia. 

The sea-coast, thus ceded to the Company, 
belonging to the government of Samarang, ex- 
tends from Oelopampang •to Tagal, full one 
hundred German miles in length : the breadth 
inland is various, running farther into the coun- 
try at one place than at another *. It is divided 
into nine residencies. 

* Extract from Captain Bligh^j Journal, 1789. 

“ Sunday tlie 6th. In the afternoon we saw the high lai^jl 
of Cape Sandana, which is the north-east part of Java. The 
next day we were off the Cape, which is a low point projectr 
ing from the high land. It is placed by the Dutch maps in 
f 52' south ; but, according to my observation, and our csti* 
mated distance from the laud, 1 make it in 7* 46', 

“We steered to the westward, along the coast of Jav^, and 
on the loth, at noon, we anchored off Fassourwang, in two 
fuhoms, distant from the shore half a league; the entrance 
of the river bearing s.\y. The coast hereabouts is so shoal, 
that large ships are obliged to anchor three or four miles from 
the land. As soon as we were at anchor, I got in my boat 
3nd went on shore.' The banks of the river, near the cn* 
trance, were mud, on which grew a few mangrove- bushes., 
Among them wc saw hogs running, and many were lying dead 
m the mud, which causal a most intolerable stench, and made 
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Oebpampang is the first, beginning from the 
east. This settlement was only established after 


me heartily repent having come licre ; but proceeding about a 
mile up the river, the course of which was serpentine, we 
found a very pleasant country, and landed at a small and well, 
constructed fort. The houses at Passourwang are neatly built, 
and the country appears to be well cultivated. The produce 
of this settlement is rice, of which they export large quantities. 
There arc but few Dutch here ; the Javanese are numerous, 
and their chief lives with considerable splendour. They have 
good roads, and posts are established along the coast ; and it 
appears to be a busy and well-regulated settlement. Latitude 
7® 36' aoutb. 

** The next day, about noon, we sailed ; and on the 12th, 
in the evening, anchored in Sourabaya road, in seven fathoms: 
the flagstaff bearing s.Jw. distance from the shore one mile. 
We found riding here seven square-rigged, and several smaller 
vessels. Sourabaya is one of the n>ost pleasant places I ever saw, 
It \$ situated on the banks of a river, and is a mile and a half 
distant from the sea-shore, so that only the flagbtaff can be 
wen from the road. The river is navigable up to the town for 
vessels ot 100 tons burden, and the bank on one side is made 
convenient for tracking. The Chi^icse carry on a considerable 
trade here, and have a town on the side of the river opposite 
to Sourabaya. The countiy near the town is flat, and the soil 
light, 50 that they plough with a single bullock or buffalo. Our 
latitude observed in Sourabaya road, was 7® 1 1' south. 

“ On the 1 7lh wc sailed from Sourabaya. Ai noorr we an- 
chored at Grissee, which is a town, with a small fort, belong' 
ing to the Dutch. We remained here about two houn. Lati- 
tude of Grissee, f 9' sputh. 

The navigation through the Straits of Madura is so intri* 
cate, that, with the little opportunity 1 had, I am tinable to uh* 
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the war of Balambouang, and is under the dw 
rection of a junior merchant. 

Sourabaya is the next ; the chief of which has, 
at present, the rank of senior merchant, and the 
title of commander of the eastern district. It 
mostly yields rice. 

Then follows Grissee, where the resident has 
the rank of merchant, and the chief produce of 
which is also rice. 

Samanap, situate on the island of Madura, is 
the residence of a junior merchant. It yields 

. 

dertake a description of it. The next day, September the 18th, 
having passed the Straits, we bore away to the westward, along 
the coast of Java. We had regular soundings all the way to 
Samarang, off which place we anchored on the 2 2d, in the 
afternoon ; the church bearing s. s. distance from the shore 
half a league, »depth of water two fathoms. The shoalness of 
the coast here, makes the road of Samarang very inconvenient, 
both on account of the great distance which large ships (of 
which there were several in the road) arc obliged to lie from 
the shore, and of the landPig, which is in a river tii it cannot 
be entered before half-flood. This river resembles the one at 
Pas‘;ourwang, the shores being low, with offensive dead animals 
lying about them. Samarang is surrounded by a wall and 
ditch. Here is a very good hospital, and a public sciiooi, i h'efly 
for teaching the mathematics. They h :ve likeu:^.' a the rre. 
Provisions arc remarkably cheap here, beef being .-i t''ii doits 
per pound, and the price of a fowl twelve doits. Tl.e latitude 
of Samarang is 6° 57' south. • 

“ On the 26th, we sailed from Samarang, and on the isl of 
Oclobtr we anchored in Batavia road.” 
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no article of trade, and serves only to keep watch 
over the island in which it lies. 

Rembang, where formerly a junior merchant 
was stationed, but the chief has now the rank of 
merchant. It yields salt and timber ; and a ship 
of five hundred tons, and three or four smaller 
vessels, arc annually built here for the service of 
the Company. 

At a little distance from Rembang lies Joana, 
which is under the control of a junior mer- 
chant. It yields rice and timber, also a little in- 
digo and cotton-yarn. 

Japara, where the resident has the rank of 
merchant. Its productions are the same as those 
of Joana. 

Samarang, the residence of the governor of 
Java. Its chief produce is rice and c(^(ton-yarn. 

Farther on is Pacalonga, governed by a junior 
merchant, and yielding sugar and rice. 

Lastly, and roost to the westward, Tagal, where 
a merchant is the resident, which produces rice. 

Besides the residents at these places along the 
coast, those at the courts ot the Soesochocnara, 
and the sultan, arc also subordinate to this go- 
vernment, There arc two at each, the first 
ranking as senior merchant, and tlie second as 
merchant ; with ihefdifference, however, that at 
Soera iCarta the fojmcr is a captain in (he mili- 
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tary, while at D’Jokje Carta, they both belong 
to the corps of pe?inists* 

The Company maintain a body of about one 
hundred and fifty men in the service of each of 
these princes, nominally as a body-guard irt 
honour of them ; but this number is rarely full, 
there being a great want of men in this govern^ 
ment. ** 

Both these Javanese princes have a number of 
children by their many cotfeubines^ so that the 
portion of each child is not very brilliant, and 
some of th^m arc merely common regents at 
different places : thus I met with one, At the 
residency of Joana, who was hmmagongy or re- 
gent, of the province of Patti, and at the same 
time uncle of the reigning Soesochoenam, 

The whele establishment of the Company, in 
the government of the north-eastern coast of 
Java, consisted, in 1776-1777, of 2^ persons 
in civil, and 13 in ecclesiastical employments; 
35 surgeons and assistants, 109 belonging to the 
artillery, 268 seamen and marines employed on 
shore, 1356 soldiers, and 30 mechanics j in all 
2045 Europeans. The governor has a very lu- 
crative office; it is estimated to yield from 80 to 
100,000 rixdollars, or nearly ao,ooo/. sterling 
annually. He is generally sbperseded in two or 
three years, and must, in his turn, make room 
for a more unfledged successor, that each may 
1-3 
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have his due share of the good things of the 
land. The greater part of this immense revenue 
accrues from \ht trade which the governor is 
enabled to carry on. His ostensible emoluments, 
besides his salary, consist in three tenths of an 
allowance of five per cent, granted to the Com- 
pany’s servants; the rest being distributed in va- 
rious proJJortions to the inferior officers, on all 
the import and export duties, and other territorial 
sources of revenue of the Company, and in a 
yearly contribution levied from the strand-regents, 
Or native magistrates of the several districts, 
amounting together to 1713 Spanish dollars. 
Besides the articles mentioned, a large quantity 
of lentils, caJjiihg^ which are much used for the 
consumption of the common people, with some 
cardamom, the aviomum cojnpactum^ ginger, amo- 
mm zingiber y and turmeric, are exported from 
this colony. They are mostly employed in the 
country-trade. Part, hovvtver, of its produce 
comes to Europe. In 1778, the following goods, 
brought from this part of the coast, were sold in 
Holland, viz. 

20,000 lb. of indigo, at /•6 (i u. sterling) 
per lb. which stood the Company in 
/. I 10 (2^. ()d,) 

50,000 lb. of turmeric; 
and 65,coolb. of cotton yarn. 

On the other band, this colony takes opium, ta 
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the amount of /. 1,500,000, or about 136,000/. 
sterling annually, silk clothes, India piece-goods, 
and European manufactures, on all which large 
profits accrue both to the Company and to their 
servants. The statements of Governor Mossed 
make the yearly receipts of the Company here 
amount to /400,ooo, and the charges to 
/.jSojOOO ; but, in 1779, the former were 
/.436,874, and the latter only /.28i,873 ; leav- 
ing a favourable balance of/ 155,001, or about 
14,000/. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Combats of wild Beasts and Criminals. Cofth 
fany appoint Successors to the Princes of Java — 
Likewise Prime Ministers. — Tornogangs^ or na^ 
five Regents. ^Prices paid for the Rice. — Ac- 
count of the Depaiti of Samarang. — Entertain- 
ment at the Governors I1ouse.--^River of Sama- 
rangJ-Jrides. — Fortifications. — Chinese Temple. 

Warehouses and Workshops. — Guardhouse . — 
GrvernmentHouse.'— Suburbs.— Garrison. — View 
of Fishers Island.— Account of Japara.—The 
Forty House of the Resident^ &c. — Old Japara. 
— Ancient Java?iese Tombs. — Old Moorish 
Temple.— Character of the present Resident. 

The most favourite diversions of the Javanese 
emperors are combats between wild beasts. 

When a tiger and a buffab arc to fight for 
the amusement of Jhe court, they arc brought 
upon the field of combat in large cagel The 
field is surrounded by a body of Javanese, four 
deep, with levelled pikes, in order that, if the 
animals endeavour to break through, they may 
be killed immediately ; this, however, is not so 
easily effected, but many of these poor wretches 
arc torn in pieces, or dreadfully wounded, by the 
enraged animals. 
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When every thing is in readiness, the cage of 
the buffalo is first opened at the top, and his 
back is rubbed with certain leaves, which have 
the singular quality of occasioning an intolerable 
degree of pain, and which, from the use they arc 
applied to, have been called buffalo*leavcs by 
our people, but by the Javanese kamadu. They 
sting like nettles, but much more violently, so 
as to cause an inflammation in the skin. On 
every vein they have sharp-pointed prickles, 
which are transparent, and contain a fluid that 
occasions the irritation. Dr. Tbunberg sayS, it 
is a species of nettle, before unknown, to which 
he gave the name of urtica stmulam. The door 
of the cage is then opened, and the animal leaps 
out, raging with pain, and roaring most dread- 
fully. • 

The cage of the tiger is then opened, and fire 
is thrown into it, to make the beast quit it, 
which he does genially running backwards out 
of it. 

As soon as the tiger perceives the buffalo, he 
springs upon him ; his huge opponent stands 
expecting him, with his horns upon the ground: 
if the buffalo succeed in catching and throwing 
him into the air, and the tiger recovers from his 
fall, he generally loses every wish of renewing 
the combat : and if the tiger avoids this attempt 
of the buffalo, he springs upon him, and seising 
him in the neck, or other parts, tears bis flesh 



tjo dN T»e IStANd Of JAVA. 

from his bones ; in most cases, however, the 
buffalo has the advantage. . , 

The Javanese who must perform the dangerous 
office of making these animals quit their cages, 
may not, when they have done, notwithstanding 
they are in great danger of being torn in pieces 
by the enraged beasts, leave the open space, be- 
fore they have saluted the emperor several times, 
and his majesty has given them a signal to de- 
part; they then retir6 slowly, for they arc not 
permitted to walk fast, to the circle, and mix 
with the other Javanese. 

The emperors sometimes make criminals, con- 
demned to death, fight with tigers. In such 
cases, the man is rubbed with borri, or turmeric, 
and has a yellow piece of cloth put round him; 
a kris is then given to him, and he is r.onductcd 
to the field of combat. 

The tiger, who has for a long time been kept 
fasting, falls upon the map with the greatest 
fury, and generally strikes him down at once 
with his paw ; but if he be fortunate enough to 
avoid this, and to wound the animal, so that it 
quits him, the emperor commands him to attack 
the tiger, and the man is then generally (he vic- 
tim : even if he ultimately succeed in killing his 
ferocious antagonist; he must suffer death, by 
command of the emperor. 

An officer in the Company’s service, who bad 
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long been stationed at the courts of the Javaoese 
emperors, once witnessed a most extraordinary 
occurrence of this kind, namely^ that a Javanese 
who had been condemned to be torn in pieces 
by tigers, and for that purpose had been thrown 
down from the top into a large cage, in which 
several tigers were confined, fortunately fell ex- 
actly upon the largest and fiercest of them, across 
whose back he sat astride, without the animal 
doing him any harm, and even, on the contrary, 
appeared intimidated; while the others also, 
awed by, the unusual posture and appearance 
which he made, dared not attempt to destroy 
him ; he could not, however, avoid the punish- 
ment of death, to which he had been condemned, 
for the emperor commanded him to be shot dead 
in the csge, 

According to the stipulations of the last treaty, 
the Company determine which of the sons of 
either emperor sh>U succeed his father, who is 
then nominated heir to the crown ; they equally 
appoint the pangoratig^ or prince, who has the 
administration of the empire, and is first warm, 
pr prime minister. 

. The Company’s possessions along the coast, 
are divided into regencies. A Javanese, of some- 
what more than commdn birth, is appointed 
regent in each, by the Company, under the de- 
nomination of tmag^mg, to whom the determi- 
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cation of disputes of small moment, among his 
subordinate Javanese, is left ; they may even in. 
flict corporal punishment, but not death ; crimes 
which require the last being only adjudicable by 
the native council at SamaraUg. 

They must likewise take care that the Java- 
nese inhabitants deliver the produce of their land 
to the Company, or rather to themselves, in 
order to convey it afterwards to the several resi- 
dencies or factories. • 

A certain contingent, or assessment of pro- 
duce, is laid upon each of these regents, which 
they must be attentive to furnish punctually, or 
they run a risk of being dismissed. 

The Company pay a fixed price for every ar- 
ticle. That of the rice is t^n rixdollars, or 
twenty-four gilders, for every coyang of 3400 
pounds weight, about is, (id, per cwt. ; but when 
the harvest fails, they sometimes pay five rix- 
dollars more ; or when the wapts are very large, 
as in the year 1773, when the scarcity of this 
grain at Batavia, occasioned by a certain occur- 
rence respecting the first administrator in the 
grain* magazine, was very great; or when se- 
veral succeeding harvests have failed, orders arc 
then given to the residents to buy the rice imme- 
diately from the natues, and the coyang then 
stands them in fifty rixdollars. 

^ Samarang alone has a depattiy who is higher 
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in rank than the tommgongSt and a prioce 
of the blood, or fangorang. He has, 
ever, no jurisdiction over the other regents, 
except those within the district of Samarang 
itself. He is likewise the chief of the native 
council. 

Stavorinus was once In company with this 
prince, at the house of the governor of Sama» 
rang, who gave an entertainment that evening 
on the occasion of the birth-day of his little boy^ 
The depatti was placed next to the governor, at 
his right hand ; he appeared to be a man of foil- 
fifty years of age, rather above the usual stature^ 
thin, and of a brown complexion ; he had 
little beard, a grave deportment, and was very 
sedate and unaffected in conversation. 

He w^s dressed in a short brown coat, with 
silver buttons, and silver-edged button-holes; 
the sleeves sat tight to the arms, below the el- 
bow to the wrists. Under this he wore a chintz 
saron^ which reacted to the ground. On hia 
feet he had large slippers, square-toed, and 
turned up. His cap, or head -band, was of white 
linen, which having been much beat, andpre« 
pared with ricc-starch, was as transparent as 
gauze. He was addressed by the governor by 
the title of towang </^/)^///,*and treated with great 
respect. His dalm, or dwelling, stands on the 
Pascebaan, near the house of the governor, whoni 
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he is lilxwise obliged to accompany^ when he 
goes to reside at Boeyang, about half a league 
farther^ where he has also a mansion close to 
that of the governor. 

On the occasion of this festival, two of the 
elders of the church at Samarang, the fiscal, and 
the lieutenant of the artillery, danced a reel for 
the diversion of the company* 

The town of Samarang lies on the east side of 
the river of the same i^aine, which takes its rise 
about three Dutch miles inland, and falls into 
the sea, about two hundred roods below the 
place; at its mouth it is not more ‘than three 
hundred and thirty, or forty, feet broad. A 
bridge over it, leads from the town to the 
usual residence of the governor, which is called 
the Vrybeid, Freedom, and is a large and hand- 
some building. The Chinese and Javanese cam- 
pons or suburbs are on the same side of the 
river. 

This river, like all others in Java, has a hank 
lying before its mouth, which is in some places 
composed of soft mud, and in others of hard 
sand. At low-water there is scarcely more than 
one foot water upon it. 

Here, as well as all along the coast of Java, 
the tide rises but oncoin four-and-twenty hours. 
In the bad monsoon, or when the west winds 
biowj it is bigh*water in the daytime, and low* 
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water at night; and during the good of east 
monsoon, the contrary takes place. When it iS 
low-water without the banks, the rivers arc at 
the highest ; and the moon seems to have no 
influence, here, upon the tides. 

The fortifications of Samarang arc in the 
same stale as all those of the Company, most de- 
plorably bad. The walls which surround it, 
and connect the projections, for they can scarcely 
be called angles, are low ^nd ruinous. 

The most remarkable object at this place was 
a temple of the Chinese, a middling-large build- 
ing, with two courts before it ; the interior is de- 
corated with the gigantic images of their gods, 
which are strongly gilt, and make a splendid ap- 
pearance. 

Samarang has a small but neat church ; near 
it is an elegant tomb of Mr. Toutlcmond, for- 
merly liead administrator and second in comr 
mand here. 

The warehouses and workshops stand in a row, 
all under one roof, projecting out, and cover- 
ing a piazza before them, full three hundred feet 
in length. They are to the south-west of the 
town, by the river-side. 

Theguard-housc has, besides the place for the 
privates, two large apartments for the accommo- 
dation of the officers upon duty. 

The government-house, formerly the residence 
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of the governor, and where the several offices 
arc actually hdd, is near to, and faces the river. 
There are three canopons, or suburbs — the Chi- 
nese, the Javanese, and the Bouginesc ; of which 
the two first arc west, and the last eastward of 
the river. 

When the garrison of Samarang is complete, 
it amounts to one hundred and fifty men, be- 
sides an independent company of dragoons, 
which arc under the conjmand of a captain-lieute- 
nant; all the other military of the place are 
subject to the orders of the captain-commandant 
of Samarang. 

Visschers, or Fisher's Island, is a small low 
island, about two leagues and a half s. w. from 
Japara, and particularly distinguishable by two 
or three higli trees, which upon it. ^ 

Behind De Nis and a little to the s. e. lies 
another island, which is surrounded by very 
dangerous shoals, and contracts the extent of the 
road of Japara. * 

From the island De Nis, the water shoals gra- 
dually, first, from five to two and a half fa- 
ihoms; and when in this last depth, you arc 
abreast of the Foul island : it then lessens by de- 
crees, to six feet, when you arc close to a high 
rock, called the Walvisch, or Wliale, whence 
it shoals more and more, with some sunken 
rocks, to the mouth of the little river of Japara, 
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where is two feet water and less, and which is 
about 140 or 130 feet over. The source of this, 
stream lies no more than a short league up the 
country. 

On entering the rivulet on the north side, is a 
gentle eminence, about fifty feet high, on the 
western part of which stands a small triangular 
fort, with one bastion pointing to the sea, and 
the other two to the land ; in the middle of the 
curtain which connects the hvo last is the gate: 
this fort is mounted with several pieces of cannon 
ofdifferent calibre ; it is built of stone, and is kept 
in good repair : the garrison consists of one Ser- 
jeant, two corporals, and sixteen privates. The* 
rest of the eminence is used fora burying-ground, 
in which the ensign-staff is erected. 

On the ‘jouth side of the rivulet are some Ja- 
vanese hetises and huts, and about sixty roods 
from its mouth it is crossed by a bridge. 

On the north side js the house of the resident, 
opposite to a large plain, planted with shady trees, 
and railed round. It has several handsome 
apartments, furnished neatly and elegantly, in 
the European style. On the left of it is a plea- 
sant bower, or pavilion, of one hundred feet in 
length, eighteen in breadth, and ten in height, 
so closely interwoven with flcAvering shrul)s, that 
it is impervious to light showers of rain. At the 
end is a grotto ; and when, on an evening, the 
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whole is illuminated, it forms a very charming 
coup cf ceil. 

About a mile and a half above the settlement 
the stream turns a saw-mill, which savys the 
yearly quantity of four or five thousand large 
logs of timber into planks, termed mill-planks. 
The water is carried to the mill through a brick 
channel, and a dam is made across the rivulet, to 
prevent it from running off, till there is sufficient 
to turn the mill. ' 

One Dutch mile inland lies the ancient Java- 
nese city of Japara, called Old Japara, formerly 
the residence of the sovereigns of an empire of 
that name. The tomb of one of them is still in 
existence ; it contains the body of the emperor, 
that of his most beloved wife on the right hand, 
and of two other of his wives on the* left, toge- 
ther with several of his children. The shape of 
these graves is oblong : the approach to them is 
Ihro'igh a sort of portico, inclosed by a railing, 
in a large covered apartment. Over the graves 
of the emperor and his most beloved wife, a 
large piece of linen is continually expanded, 
which covers them both ; and they are strewed 
every Friday with fresh flowers. 

Not far from this is an old ruinous Moorish 
temple, of stone, wilh such beautiful sculpture of 
imagery and foliage, that the art and ingenuity 
of the Javanese of those times excites our admi- 
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ration. This temple is at least three hundred 
years old. 

At the sea-side, about Uvo miles from Japara, 
the resident has a wooden summer-house, in a 
pleasant grove of cocoa-nut-trees, whence there 
is a very line prospect out to sea, and of the 
neighbouring islands. 
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CHAPTER III, 

MandeUque Island. — Account of Joana River,^ 
Inland Navigation to Samarang. — The Town.--^ 
Chinese Campon. — Fort. — House of the Resident. 
^Character i f^c. of the present Resident. — His • 
Emolument 5. -^Celebration of the New Year.--’- 
Account of the T mmagongs^ or native Regents . — 
Of the Pattis^ or Sub-regents. — Entertainment at 
the House of one of the Tommagongs. — Lubok 
Island. — Madura, 

Early on the morning of the 22d of Decem- 
ber 1774, we weighed anchor apd put to sea, in 
order to proceed to Joana. 

Mandcliqne, often called the Duivelsklip, 
or Devil’s Rock, because, in the east mon- 
»eon, ships are detained here a long time by 
eontrary winds and currents before they can 
weather it, is small but of a middling height, 
so as to be seen at the distance of five or six 
leagues. It lies about half a league from the 
coast of Java ; between which and the island 
there is a passage, in three and a half or four 
fathoms water, but it is.too narrow to be safe, 
and ships therefore'very seldom pass through it. 

The river of Joana flows out of a large inland 
lake, into which several small streams discharge 
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themselves. It is called the inland sea, and 
disembogues its superfluous water mostly through 
this river, which, after a considerable serpentine 
course, falls into the sea about four leagues to|thc 
westward of Rembang. It is one of the largest 
and most navigable rivers along the whole north 
coast of Java, being at the mouth, and a great 
way up beyond the residency, twenty and more 
feet deep, and in breadth about two hundred. 

In the bad monsoon the*afflux is much more 
violent than in the good monsoon. The water, 
as is the ca^e with all rapid streams, is turbid; 
but when it has stood still some time in pots or 
casks, it becomes very clear and pleasant. 

Up this river is a passage along several other 
rivers to Samarang, and thence farther up the 
country. 'This navigation may be performed in 
boats, termed permayangs^ in two or three days ; 
and it is especially availed of in the bad mon- 
soon, when the voyage by sea, round the island 
Mandelique, requires too long a time, and is 
much too dangerous for small craft. 

A broad mud- bank, upon which there is some- 
times less than a foot water, lies before the 
mouth of the Joana river. From its mouth to 
the residency, which stands full a league up on 
the west side, it runs between low and swampy 
grounds, which are uncultivated, and produce 
nothing but brushwood ; they arc sometimes in- 
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undated when the river rises suddenly after heavy 
rains. 

The town of Joana commences just above the 
residency. It consists of two rows of houses built 
along the river, about a quarter of a Dutch mile 
in length. At the farther end lies the Pascebaan, 
and not far from it is the dwelling of the tom^ 
magong. 

On the opposite side, upon an island formed 
by the river of about jialf a Dutch mile in cir- 
cumference, stands the Chinese campon. .r 

The odge^ or fort of Joana, is a redoubt with 
four demi-bastions, in which are the ricc-vvare- 
houses, barracks for the soldiery, and some 
buildings which serve for a kitchen and other 
offices for the resident. The house of the resident 
stood formerly within the fort, but it^ has been 
pulled down, and a new one has been built 
without, of freestone, on the cast side, and is 
Kept in excelleut repair. 

I'liis mansion was constructed according to 
tlie plan of the engineer Haak. It consists of 
two pieces opposite to each other, connected 
by a lofty dome of full twenty-five feet diameter, 
siipPjOrted by four columns of the Tuscan order. 
Both these pieces arc, however, but of one 
story ; they arc sixty feet long and twenty-five 
broad, within the walls. One of (hem forms a 
single hall of the same dimensions. The other 
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is divided into three apartments; the middle one, 
which is twenty-five feet in depth, and about 
sixteen in breadth, is opposite to the door of the 
great hall and to the great dome: it is fitted up 
as a chapel ; the entrance to it is through a 
handsome arch or portico : on each side of it is a 
large chamber of the same size, making, together 
with the chapel, the length of the whole build- 
ing on this side, and the same as that of the 
great hall. The walls of all these apartments 
are beautifully stuccoed, adorned with sump- 
tuous gilt cornices ; and the roofs are concave, 
wainscoted, and curiously adorned wdth carved 
imagery. 

Behind this pile stands a building, constructed 
entirely of wood, containing three handsome 
rooms ; ai;d above these is one large apartment 
tor the unmarried female slaves, and which 
might therefore be called the seraglio. From 
this edifice is a most delightful view backwards 
over the paddee or rice fields, interspersed with 
small groves, and terminated by the distant and 
lofty mountains of Japara. 

In the front of all stands a handsome saloon, 
built close to the river-side. It is of an oblong 
octagon shape, and is stuccoed on the sides and 
roof^ but the cornices arc»not gilt. A large 
balcony projects from it towards the river, the 
M 4 
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only inconvenience of which consists in the 
swarms of mosquitos which infest it every even- 
ing. 

The emoluments of this residency amount 
annually to sixteen thousand rixdollars, about 
3500/. They proceed from the surplus-weight 
of the rice delivered by the native regents to the 
Company, and from the cheap rate at which this 
article is purchased, not to mention what he 
himself buys up and disposes of to individuals 
for at least fifty per cent, profit ; likewise from 
the collection of the timber yearly furnished to the 
Company at a fixed price, and which costs him 
DO more than the labour, which is very cheap, 
as he has only to send two or three hundred Ja- 
vanese into the woods to fell the trees, and hew 
them into logs. 

Ship-building also affords considerable gain to 
the present resident ; for both timber an# labour 
cost him little ; a Javanese mastershipwright 
earning no more than about jsix dubbdtjes, or 
two penny-pieces a day, his assistants four, and 
the common labourers two. 

He lately built a snow of one hundred and 
one feet in length, according to the model of 
the States armed snow, the Zephyr, of Rotter- 
dam, which was handsomely fitted up. \i was 
sold for eighteen thousand rixdollars. 

There are also profits attached to the than- 
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jaary, or farm of the duties, which accrue no* 
ininally to the Chinese, but in reality to the re- 
sident^ 

A few days before the new year, every Java- 
nese of the least connexion, cither with the 
Company of resident, comes to make presents to 
him, consisting chiefly of poultry, eggs, -sugar, 
fruit, &c. Those of a higher order, such as the 
Chinese captain, bring rolls of satin. 

On the first of January 1775, a salute of one- 
and-twenty guns was fired at sun-rise, from 
some small pieces of cannon planted before the 
saloon. On this occasion an European, a strong 
and corpulent man, who acted as gunner, met 
with a terrible accident. Passing before the 
muzzle of one of the guns, the priming of which 
had flashed without discharging the piece, it 
went off the instant he was before it, and blew 
him upwards of six feet forwards ; the loading 
had fortunately been rammed down without a 
wad, so that he was no otherwise hurt than by 
being dreadfully burnt on his side, arm, and 
belly. 

Two hours afterwards came three Javanese 
regents, or tormnagongSy belonging to the district 
of this factory, to congratulate the resident on 
the new year, in the fallowing manner : Salla-^ 
viat taon haro touwang\ AlU cassi ou mour fanjang\ 
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that is, ‘‘Much joy with the new year; God 
grant )ou a long life.” 

The first of these regents, who was iommagoyig 
over part of the province of Patti, appeared to 
be a man of full fifty years old. He had gray 
hairs and a little beard ; he was esteemed one of 
the most intelligent of the Javanese, and was 
even thought so much of, that the Socsoehoenara 
wanted much to have made him administrator of 
his empire, but he declined the dignity, pre- 
ferring to be a common regent in the Company’s 
possessions than a powerful statesman under an 
arbitrary monarch ; for the ministers' of those 
princes arc not only liable to incur a speedy dis- 
grace, and to be dismissed from their offices, but 
they arc often degraded to the rank of baUari^ 
which is little dificrent from the condition of a 
slave, obliged to perform the most menial and 
most toilsome offices; while it is very seldom 
that the Company come to such extremities. 

His dress consisted of a short coat, or jacket, 
of deep red velvet, which came a little below the 
hips, and was fastened with small silver buttons 
round the body, under the arms, and round the 
wrists. The lower part of this jacket, below the 
buttons, was stiffened out all round. Under it 
he wore a saron, in the country fashion, round 
his body dow'n to his heels, made of Javanese 
painted cloth. His iris was in a sheath of goldi 
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beautifully worked, and the handle was made of 
cajou fclVi^ which is reckoned the most costly 
wood produced in the Indies ; it is very scarce, 
of a grayish colour, with thin black veins running 
through it, and of a very hard, close, and fine 
texture. His cap was of purple velvet, bordered 
with narrow silver lace. Like most Javanese of 
distinction, he spoke little, and with becoming 
gravity. 

The next regent was the uncle of the present 
Soesochocnam, and equally regent of the pro- 
vince of Patti. The simplicity of this man was 
as remarkable as the intelligence of the former; 
and the resident was always able to do whatever 
he pleased in the province of Patti, as the latter 
was very easily persuaded to every thing. 

The third regent was the tommagong of Joana, 
a large comely man, whose good-nature was pic- 
tured in his open and friendly countenance : in 
understanding, however, he too was not to be 
conipared to tlic fii*st. 

There was likewise another, who was regent 
of Caylam, as well as a native of the place. The 
other Javanese would not acknowledge him, or 
any of the Cavlammers, to be of their own race, or 
true Javanese, saying, that they were produced 
iroin the unnatural connexion of a woman with 
a dog. Indeed, the whole time that they were 
together, none of the other regents condescended 
to address a single word tp him. 
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Each regent had hi,s patti^ or sub-regent, with 
him ; but while the former sat upon a chair, the 
latter was obliged to sit upon the floor, upon his 
heels, and when called by his superior, to creep 
along the ground to him, and sit down at his 
feet, waiting till he was pleased to speak or to 
issue his commands. 

At seven o'clock in the evening these regents 
came with a number of servants, with musical 
instruments, See. to supper to the resident s house. 
Before supper there was music and dancing in 
the European style ; but after it, several Javanese 
dancing girls were sent for, with whom each of 
the regents, and after them paitisy danced, 
or, as they termed it, laudackedy to the sound of 
their own musical instruments, gomgoms, boudas, 
and a kind of violins, which continued till late 
at night, when they all left us for their own 
hou&cs. 

On the 3d of January the resident paid a 
visit to the iotnmagotig of Joana. He received 
him in state, and during the playing of gojn- 
goms and other instruments. His favourite wife, 
and the wife of his son, together with his mo- 
ther, likewise came and drank tea. A large 
silver plate with confectionary stood upon a table 
near, and each took what he liked of it* 

On the 14th the same regent gave an enter- 
tainment on the occasion of the marriage of his 
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daughter, which had been solemnized sometime 
before. The resident had caused, at his desire, 
the provisions to be dressed by his own people, 
in the European manner, so that there was little 
or no Javanese victuals to be seen. After sup- 
per some dancing girls were again introduced, 
with whom the tonvnagong and his sons tandacked. 
Their wives were not present at this ; and when, 
a short time before the company broke up, they 
came in, care had l^en taken that the dancing 
girls were gone before they entered. 

Lubok,^ commonly called the Baviaan or 
Baboon island, is not large, but extremely 
populous. Seventy or eighty vessels go con* 
tinually to and fro, between it and the coasts of 
Java and Borneo. The inhabitants have no 
connexion with, and arc independent of the 
Company. 

Along the coasts of Java, from Joana, as far 
as the point of Grissee, where the land turns first 
to the south, to Sourabaya, and then, behind 
the island Madura, in an easterly direction to 
the Straits of Bali, through which it stretches to 
the south again, as far as the Southern Indian 
ocean, there is no danger to be avoided. One 
may sail without apprehension along the shore, 
at the distance of one or ‘two leagues from the 
land, only taking care to steer clear of the pro- 
jecting points. 
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Many high mountains lie inland ; the foreland 
is, on. the contrary, low, but may be seen at the 
distance of three and a half or four leagues. 

The land of Madura may be seen eight or 
nine leagues off ; but the eastern part of it, it 
is said, is visible at fifteen and more leagues' 
distance. 
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The island of Java may with justice be con- 
sidered as the most precious jewel in the diadem 
of the Dutch East India Company : it consti- 
tutes, together with Sumatra, Borneo, and CeIc-» 
hea, the Sunda islands, and is the southernmost 
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pf them. According to the most recent and best 
observations it is situated between 5*^ 50' and 
8^^ 46' of south latitude, and extends from 
5' to 129® 50' longitude east of Teneriffe, 
full one hundred and eighty Dutch miles in 
length ; and at the broadest part, from the point 
of Coedoes, near Japara, to the south coast of 
the province of Mataram, it is about six-and- 
thirty Dutch miles over. Its longest diameter lies 
in the direction of w.'by n.~n. and e. by s.~s. 
To the east it has the island qf Bali, from which 
it is separated by a strait of the same name : to the 
north it has the large island of Borneo, and those 
of Billeton and Banca, at the distance of forty or 
forty -five leagues : to the north-west is Sumatra, 
from which it is divided by the Straits of Sunda ; 
these are no more than seven leagues over at the 
narrowest part, namely, from the Varkens, or Hog- 
point, to the opposite land of Bantam, and they 
are here still more contracted by the island 
Dwars*in-den-weg, or Thwart-the-way, which 
lies in the middle of the passage : to the west 
and south its shores are washed by the southern 
ocean. 

A chain of high mountains, commencing to 
the east, in the province of Balambouang, and 
running through it to the westward, gradually 
decreasing in height, divides this island, longi- 
tudinally^ into two parts, of which the northern 
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portion is the largest and the l^est. The north 
coast has almost every where a low and woody 
foreland; although it has hills in some places, 
for instance, a little to the west of Bantam, 
where the high land stretches down to the sca- 
coast. 

The island has several deep inlets, or bays, 
on this north side, as those of Bantam, Batavia, 
Cheribon, Samarang, Joana, and Sourabaya, 
where there is good anchorage, in little depths. 
Indeed the whole coast affords both good an- 
choring-ground and a safe road for the vessels 
which pass and repass, during the good or 
soullveast monsoon ; but in the bad monsoon, 
when the north-west wind blows hard, and raises 
a high sea, it is dangerous to anchor near tl>e coast, 
wliich is tlien almost uniformly a Icc shore. 

The southern coasts of Java are much less 
l.nown than the northern, for the Company have 
not hitherto taken much trouble to have them 
examined; so. that the greater part of what is 
ascertained concerning tliem, is. gathered from 
tlic scattered information of the navigators who 
have accidentally sailed along them 

* In Vatentyn’s map of Java, which contains five sheets and 
a half of large paper, the southern coasts of Java are laid down 
stemingly with great accuracy ; the appearance of the land is 
'"very \*Iiere described, and the track of some navigator wl o 
^ along it at a very short distance, from Prince’s Island 
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In the good monsoon, the sky is almost always 
clear, though sometimes in the e\tening a thun- 
der-cloud comes down over the mountains : but 
this does not frequently happen, except near 
the time of the breaking up of the monsoon, 
when many violent thunder-storms rapidly suc- 
ceed each other. 

In the bad monsoon, the prevailing west winds 
bring with them heavy rains and violent thunder- 
storms ; yet this makps but little alteration in the 
degrees of heat or cold ; in the warmest part of 
the day, the thermometer generally stands at be- 
tween 82^ and 88^ and is seldom higher. 

This degree of heat, if accompanied by a mo- 
tionless state of the air, would, by continuance, 
become intolerable; but all-bonntiful Nature has 
afforded her aid (0 the gasping inhaj)itants of 
this torrid clime, by the alternate land and sea 
breezes, which blow here every day, in regular 
rotation ; and if they do not wholly moderate 
the excessive heat, yet they render it more sup- 
portable, and not very uncomfortable to those 
who make no considerable stay here. 


to Balambouang, with his soundings, anchorages, nature of 
the bottom, &c?Ss marked down in it ; but it does not. appear 
when, or by w’hom, this voyage was performed, though, from 
its direction, it appears probable that it was undertaken by the 
command of the Company, for the express purpose of,cxplor' 
ing the south side of Java. 
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The weight of the air is nearly the same 
throughout the year ; the barometer seldom va- 
ries more than two or three lines ; but the air 
does not seem to possess so much elasticity as in 
the northern regions. Experiments in electricity 
do not succeed here so well as in Europe. 

Java is watered by a great number of rivers, 

which all descend from the chain of mountains 

\ 

which divides the island ; but none of then) are 
navigable for ships, or largb vessels, on account 
of their insignificance, and of the bars l)efore 
their mouth§, and upon most of which there is 
little more than one foot depth at low-water. 
The most considerable is that of Joana, and the 
Sedani or Tangerang. 

The soil is almost every where a reddish gra- 
nulated chy, which, during the dry season, can 
be little tilled, by reason of its hardness, without 
a great deal of moistening. 

The labour besto\ycd upon it is very trifling, 
in comparison with the bountiful fertility of the 
land in the production of various articles of ne- 
cessity, luxury, and commercial importance. 

Ploughing is performed here, as in most parts 
of India, with bufl^iloes, which are numerous. 
The plough consists of a beam, or pole, eight 
feet in length, to which, abbut three feet from 
the fore-end, is fixed a piece of wood, some- 
what crooked and sharp-pointed; this breaks 

N 2 
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the soil, which is afterwards turned over by a 
triangular iron of upwards of nine inches ia 
breadth. One or two buffaloes yoked to it, and 
a Chinese, or Javanese, who guides the plough, 
leisurely perform the work of tillage. 

No manure is used for the land, at least inas-? 
much as regards the fields employed in more ex- 
tended purposes of agriculture; garden-grounds, 
however, are moistened with water in which oil- 
cakes have been soalced ; which emits a most 
horrid excrementitious odour, but renders the 
soil rich and fat. The only trouble taken with 
the land, consists in burning upon it all the 
weeds and rubbish which it produces; and when 
one piece of gr(5und ceabcs to yield sufficient 
crops, another is resorted to, and the first is 
suffered to lie fallow for several yeiffs, after 
which it becomes again fertile of itself. 

The articles produced in the island of Java 
are far greater in value ihjin those uf all the 
jicighhourhig countries : they chiefly consist of 
the following : 

In the first place, rice, which, for abundance, 
rxecilence, and flavour, excels all other coun- 
tries ; and it not only produces sufficient for the 
support of its own inhabitants, but also provides 
the eastern provincc'^s and Cejion. There arc 
two species of it ; one, which, when planted, is 
set nearly under water, so that the lops just ap- 
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pear above the surface, as the ricc-plants wqu 14 
otherwise die, or be destroyed ; for, being too 
weak to stand against the wind by itself, the 
plant requires the surrounding water to support 
it. The other sort, which is planted in the rainy 
season, on high ground, and upon the moun- 
tains, receives the necessary moisture solely from 
the rains ; but it is not so good as the t^ormcr 
sort. The lowland rice is called sawa^ and is 
planted in May; ^vhile th^^ upland rice, deno- 
minated iipar, is planted in November, and 
rea|)cd in March ; and these two crops bear 
some analogy to the winter and summer grain 
with us : the upland rice does not yield so greaf 
an increase as the other. These two sorts of rice 
are^^dways kept separate, and will not grow to- 
gether. Mnrsden terms the upland rice 

laddang^ and the lowland saxvoor. The former, 
he says, bears the higher price, being a whiter, 
heartier, and belter flavoured grain, and having 
the advantage in point of keeping. The latter 
is much more prolific from the seed, and subject 
to less risk in the culture, but is of a watery 
substance, produces less increase in boiling, and 
is subject to a swifter decay. It is, however, in 
n^dre common use than the former. Besides tltis 
general (Jlstlnction, the rice, of each sort, parti- 
cularly upland, presents a variety of species. 
N 3 
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In general, it may be observed that the larget 
grained rice is less esteemed than the smaller and 
whiter. The upland sort is also CdW^Apaddee 
goenongy or mountain-rice. It was one of the 
objects of our government in sending Captain 
Bligh to the South Sea, to procure seeds of this 
mountain-rice; and notwithstanding his disasters 
he obtained some frbm Timor, which were for- 
warded to His Majesty’s botanic garden at St. 
Vincent, and to other parts of the West Indies, 
where it is now cultivated with success. 

The pepper from Java is an article which, 
next to the finer spices, yields, perhaps, the 
greatest proportional advantage to the Company; 
for though there are more parts where it is pro- 
duced, and whence it is brought into the Com* 
pany's warehouses, namely, the coasVi)f Mala- 
bar, the west coast of Sumatra, Palembang, and 
Borneo, yet the greatest quantity of what the 
Company receive, is produced in the country of 
Bantam, and its dependent provinces on the op- 
posite coast of Sumatra, as appears from the fol- 
lowing list of what pepper was received at Bata- 
via and Onrust, in 1776-1777, viz. 

from Bantam and Lampong, • black pepper 3,714,000 /^- 
white ditto 15,000 
Borneo, - . • black ditto 1,117,375 

white ditto 
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from Palembang, - - - black pepper 497 * 5 <^ 7 ^* 

West coast of Sumatra, - ditto ditto 1,1x9,436 
Province of Jaccatra, * ditto ditto 

Sugar is by far the chief produce of the pro- 
vince of Jaccatra ; and although Cheribon, and 
the north-east coast of Java, annually produce 
considerable quantities of it, they cannot rival 
Jaccatra in this respect ;,arkl no wonder, for the 
culture of it was early cherished by the higher 
powers in Jaccatra. The cultivators of the sugar- 
cane enjoy many exemptions of pecuniary im- 
posts, and they have been encouraged by every 
means, not' only by the government of Batavia, 
but likewise by positive orders from the chamber 
of seventeen in Holland, under date 20th of 
June 1710. 

other hand, the cultivation and manu- 
facture of sugar has never been prosecuted with 
vigour, nor suitably encouraged, on the north- 
eastern coast. The various plans of improve- 
ment which have •been suggested, have never 
been made any use of ; and the last, which was 
presented to the governor general Van der Parra, 
in the year J1774, by the resident of Japara, 
Mr. Van der Beke, and which contained many 
very good things, was never taken any notice of. 
Nay, so far from any encouragement being held 
out, the importation of sugar at Batavia, from 
the north-eastern coast of Java, has been almost 
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Hitcrdkted to private merchants, by a heavy 
duty of one rupee per picol, which was solely 
laid upon it in order to favour the sugar-mills iu 
the province of Jaccatra and the Preanger lands; 
and thus, the discountenancing of the manufac- 
ture of sugar in the other parts of Java,' is, pro- 
bably, the cause why the common Java sugar 
has never attained the cjuality of that of Jaccatra, 
the latter being much more substantial and better 
granulated. • 

In the year 1710, there were ono hundred 
and thirty.one sugar-mills in Jaccatra ; their 
iiumber, however, decreased considerably be- 
fore, during, and after tlie war of Java; so 
that at the end of December 1750, tlicrc were no 
more than seventy-seven, of which only sixjy ^eix 
were in a condition to work ; these, \v^h sevei) 
in the kingdom of Bantam, eight in that of Che- 
ribon, and thirteen in the province of the north- 
eastern coast of Java, jnadc the number of 
sugar-mills existing at that time in the whole 
island of Java, one hundred and five; but at 
present, 1777, they are still more diminished. 

Mr. Mosscl has made a calculation what pro- 
fit these seventy-seven sugar-mills, in the pro- 
vince of Jaccatra, might annually yield to their 
proprietors, or lessees: he reckoned that a yearly 
(quantity of ton million pounds weight of sugar 
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niight be produced by them, which he look at 
lour rixdollars per picol, is . . rixd. 320,000 

and an equal quantity of molasses, 
from which afterwards, cither an in- 
ferior sugar is made, or arrack dis- 
tilled, at one rixdollar per picol, . . 80,000 

: ^ 

together, rlxdollars 400,0000 

upwards of 87,000/. sterling, or nearly 1200/. 
lor each sugar-mill. The whole may be more, 
amply seen by referring to his “ Observations 
on the Sugar- works in the Neighbourhood of Ba- 
tavia, &c;* dated the 31st of December 1750. 

The sugar-cane, which iiigcneral grows here very 
luxuriantly, is planted from September to April, 
and stands tvvelve or fifteen months in the field, 
arcorS^ as the land be rich or poor, before it 
is cut. If the soil be good, and adapted to its. 
cultivation, it can be cut four times ; on some 
grounds less often, and on others only once. 

The sugar* worlds licrc, arc not so well or so 
solidly constructed, as those in the West Indies. 
The cane is here bruised between two rollers, 
and is therefore twice put through before all the 
juice is expressed ; the sugar*mill.s in the West 
Indies have three rollers, so that the same quan- 
tity of cane can be pressed^in half the time taken 
for it here *. the latter mode, however, requires a, 
jjieatcr degree ot strength ; one or two buifalocs 
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are here sufficient, but at least four horses are 
required there for turning the mills. 

I'he juice is twice boiled, and afterwards put 
into pots, upon which a layer of clay, diluted 
with water, and kneaded into a paste, is laid, 
and it continues in this state for about twenty 
nays : during this time the clay is once or 
twice renewed ; and by this operation the sugar 
acquires a tolerable degree of whiteness ; it is 
then set in the dryii?g*place, which is a shed, 
covered with atap^ where it remains until it is 
perfectly dry, and the molasses have entirely 
trickled out of it, through an opening at the 
bottom. 

When a sugar-mill is in good condition, and 
has no want of work-people, or of buffajji^s, 
about fifteen thousand cancscan be bniijttd every 
four-and-twenty hours ; these yield from nine 
to eleven pots, containing each fifty pounds 
weight of sugar of the first and second qualities, 
twelve pounds of the third quality, and from six- 
teen to twenty pounds of molasses. 

Mr. Mossel calculated that all the canes 
which the sixty-seven sugar- mills annually con- 
sumed, covered four thousand six hundred wor- 
gen^ 9200 acres, of land, to which adding the 
same quantity of four thousand six hundred 
morgen^ for pasture-ground for the buffaloes, and 
ten thousand morgen for wood for fuel, the 
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whole extent of ground wanted for the prosecu- 
tion of that manufacture, with that number of 
mills, would not amount to twenty thousand 
morgen^ 40,000 acres, which is but a small part 
of the province of Jaccatra, north of the moun- 
tains. 

The first quality of the sugar differs only froifi 
the second and third by its greater whiteness. 
The first sort is that which is alone sent to Eu- 
rope ; the second goes chi^y to the western parts 
of India ; and the third, which is the brownest, 
to Japan. There is fikewise another sort, which 
is very brbwn, and much less dry ; it is called 
^&/)^«r-siigar, because it is mostly delivered by 
the dispensiersj or purveyors, from the provision- 
\iar^QUScs of the Company, to be used on board 
of tnSli^ ships. 

Coffee is likewise a product yielding much 
profit to Java, and great advantage to the Com- 
pany. The cultivation of it is performed in the 
vsame manner as id the West India islands. Jac- 
catra and Cheribon are the two districts where it 
is most vigorously prosecuted, though the article 
is equally grown on tlie nonh-eastern coast. 
Java, where it is not indigenous, is indebted for 
this production to Mr. Zwaardekroon, who was 
governor- general from the year 1718 to 1725, 
and who procured the coffee-plant from Mocha, 
and after paying a very high price for what was 
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first produced, fifteen rixdollar? per picol, he 
continued to encourage the cultivation of it by all 
the means in bis power. His endeavours were 
£0 well seconded by his successors, that in the 
year 1753, 1,200,000 pounds weight of cofTcc 
were furnished from Cheribon, at the rate of 
stivers per pound ; and full as much from 
Jaccatra and the Preanger lands at i*? stivers per 
pound : and, in the sequel, the quantity pro- 
duced grew so large, Hmt in the year 1768, the 
quantity of 4, 46 5, 5 expounds weight of coffee, 
was delivered to the Company from Jaccatra and 
the Preanger lauds, at the reduced rate of four 
rixdollars per picol of one hundred and twenty- 
five pounds, i4r.jj^.percvvt. ; although the native 
cultivator must deliver one hundred and si^ 
pounds for a picol, which excess in the is 

an emolument partly accruing to the commissary 
of Inland affairs, and partly to tlic admmislrators 
in the warehouses. 

But the reason why Jacca(i*a‘appcars to furnish 
^0 large a proportion of coffee, is, that a consi- 
derable quantity of this produce wliich is grown 
in the parts of the province of Cheribon nearest 
to Jaccatra, come down through the last-men- 
tioned c6unlry to Batavia: tire income of the 
commissary for inland^ affairs is hereby greatly 
enhanced, and it is pretended, that it is more 
convenient to the natives. 
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Colton is likewise the production of Java. The 
^hrub, gossypium herbaceum^ which produces it, is 
cultivated in almost every part of the island by 
the natives ; the kingdom of Bantam, however, 
excepted, where little of it is found ; so that the 
yarn which is spun of it, in the province of Che- 
rlbon, and other parts, yields a considerable de-^ 
gree of gain, on being clandestinely imported into 
Bantam. 

The Company, to whom the greater part of it 
is delivered, pay {or%, according to its qualities, 
forty-five, thirty-five, twenty-four, and less rixt. 
dollars per picol of one hundred and twenty-five 
pounds; equal to the respective rates of 
13-^Y/. and sterling per pound. 

•Jo^^gatra and the Preanger lands furnished in 
the yeaS 1753, the quantity of about two hun- 
dred picols, or twenty-five thousand pounds of 
cotton-yarn; and in 1768, no more than 133 
picols, or 16,225 pounds. The greater part of 
the cotton-yarn is sent to Holland ; the rest is 
employed by the natives in weaving cloths (ox 
their own consumption. 

Attempts have likewise been made to introduce 
the manufacture of cotton cloths, as an article of 
trade for the Company, and to supersede part 
of their large importations of the article from 
llindostan ; but hitherto with very little success, 
lava also produces salt, though it is not 



oy THE ISLAND OF JAVA. 


ao6 

article of very extensive commercial importance. 
Most of it is brought from Rembang, where the 
Company purchase it at the rate of six rixdollars 
per five thousand pounds, and they export it 
to tht^ west coast of Sumatra, where it is dis- 
posed of, generally, at the rate of between thirty 
and thirty-five rixdollars for three thousand 
pounds weight, which is equal to about lOJ. \od. 
sterling per ton English, and the selling price 
from 915. id, to loy^.per ton. 

The north-eastern coast, %md part of the dis- 
trict of Cheribon, furnish a very larjjc quantity 
of timber, logs, beams, boards, knees, &c. 
which is not only sufficient for the consumption 
of Batavia, for ship-building, houses, and do- 
mestic uses, but a very considerable quantjt^f 
it is annually exported to several of the^ut-fac- 
tories, and, in particular, to the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

The large forests in the above districts, belong 
to the Company ; the natives are obliged to fell 
and prepare the timber, as a kind of feudal 
service, so that no other emolument is made by 
them, on this score, than the hire of the draft- 
oxen by which it is conveyed to the sea-shore; 
and this, together with the freight by sea, forms 
the whole of the purchase-money and charges of 
the timber. Those forests, however, begin to 
be considerably diminished. 
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Next is reckoned indigo, which although not 
an original production of Java, has been culti- 
vated with tolerable success, since the Company 
have , been established here ; ; insomuch that, 
whereas formerly that article was obliged to be 
sent for from the empire of the Great Mogul, and 
special firmans were obtained, with some diffi- 
culty, for that purpose, that trade has now been 
abandoned in Hindustan, and instead of being 
purchasers, the Company Jiave been able to be 
sellers of a considerable quantity of the article. 

The Company pay for the first quality thirty 
stivers per 'pound, and in proportion for the 
second and third qualities. The indigo is sorted 
upon its delivery at Batavia, by a person spe- 
ci^dy appointed for that purpose. In the year 
lybST^ccatra furnished 2873 po'^^nds of indigo, 
though the inhabitants have been assessed at 
the quantity of 6123 pounds. 

Turmeric, curcuma^ long- pepper, piper longuruy 
and cubebs, piper cuheba^ arc also productions 
of Java ; but the collection and exportation of 
these articles is not of great importance. The 
two last arc most in demand for Surat. 

Of minerals and metals, Java can make boast 
of none but a little iron-ore and star-stones, 
askriaSf called in the Malgy tongue, or by the 
natives, maasouron. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Jiixism of Java. — General Population. — Bantam. 
•— Boundaries. — Government. — Population, — - 
Dependencies. — Country of Lampoon. — The Coni'- 
panfs Establishment at Bantam. — Expenses.--- 
Islands in the Straits of Sunda, Peculiar 
Unheal/ hiness of B^mtam. — Jaccatra, and its 
preanger Lands. — Boundaries. — Population . — 
jidmmislralion. — Rivers. — The Mookervaari.— 
Canals and Drains cut by the Dutch'.— ' Produc- 
tions. — Cheribon. —Boundaries. — Population.— 
Productions. — Establishment. — Expenses and 
Profits. — Empire of the Soesoehoenam. — Former 
Extent and Grandeur. — Present reducgtfSttva- 
tion. — Dominions of the Sultan — h land of Ma- 
dura. — Titles of the reigning Soesoehoenam, and 
Sultan. — Political Relations of the Company with 
these Princes. * 

When the Company first established tbem- 
Klves here, Java was divided into three large 
empires, namely, Bantam, Jaccatra, and the empire 
ot the Soesoehoenam, which last was the most 
extensive, and comprehended lull two thirds of 
the whole island, Cheribon being feudatory to 
it. Times have now so far altered, that tlm 
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island is divided inlo five sfetes, or empires, \ 
which altogether contain one hundred and twen* 
ty-three provincesi or governments, amongst 
which the kingdom of Bantam is considered but 
as onc^ 

Each province, or government, consists of a 
certain number of tjatjars^ or families, the num- 
ber of which, throughout the whole of Java, 
including Bantam, amounted, in the year 1777, 
to 152,014. ^ 

These are calculated, upon an average, through- 
out Java, to consist of two men, two women, 
and two children, forming, therefore, a popula- 
tion of , . souls 912,034’^ 

But if to this we add the inhabitants 
q£,^ c principality of Madura, 
whidJj^JJiough a separate island, is 
always taken together with Java, 
and which contains ten thousand 

families, or souls 60,000 

• , ■ 

the whole population of Java and Ma- 
dura will amount to 972,084 

Huys(!rs gives the population of Java, exclusive of Ma- 
<lura, as follows, viz., 

i» the kingdom of Bantam 5,000 tjatjars, or families . 

injaccatra 33,^9i4 

in Cheribon , . . , , ditto 

in the Mataram, or empire 
of Java proper . . . 94,200 ditto 
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assuredly a very slender number of inhabi^anii? 
for such an extensive island. It was formerly 
much more populous; bat the long and bloody 
wars vyith which this country has been afflicted, 
for nearly a century and a half, before the Goto- 
^any succeeded in establishing themselves in that 
firm noanner in which their power here is at pre- 
sent rooted, is sufficient to remove our surprise 
at the paucity of the inhabitants of this extremely 
fertile island. Tho last war waged against the 
empire of the Soesoehoenam seems, in particu- 
lar, to have produced a great degree of depopu- 
lation. According to the statement of the po- 
pulation made in the year 1738, the number of 
families in the territories of the Soesoehoenam 
alone amounted to 309,700, or souls 
and at present (1777), the same lands,/ 
which were then under the domi- 
nion of the Soesoehoenam, part of 
which are now, however, taken 
-from him, contain no more than 
118,100 families, or 708,600 

1,149,600 

in all 148,1 14 families, reckoned at six individuals each, makes 
the whole number of inhabitants 888,684; but he adds, in a 
note, thn^, according to more recent accounts, the popularroti 
of Java is calculated at one million and a half, or two millions, 
of people. These swraents, however, do not iaOlude the ii>' 
habitants of Batavia, ' * 
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making a difference of more than th^ half, which 
would appear too improbable for belief, were the 
statement not made on inspection of authentic 
documents*. 

The actual five divisions of Java are. Bantam, 
Jaccatra, Chcribon, the empire of the Socsoehoc- 
nam, and that of the Sultan. 

The kingdom of Bantam, which forms the 


* Valentyn’i statement of the f|opulation of Java, in his 
time, shows a still greater disproportion ; his account, in which 
he takes every tja/jarj or family, at five persons only, gives— 
in the kingdom of 6an> 
tarn, exclusive of tht 

city of Bantam . . families 5,000, or persons 40,850 
in Jaccatra, exclusive of 

Batavia ditto 19,390, or ditto 96,950 

and its de* 

peiidenBes . . . ditto 63,120, or ditto 305,600 

ill tiie countries belong- 
ing to the emperor of 
Wataram, or the Soe* 

soehoenam , . . nJitto 483,570, or ditto 2,417,850 

(n the county of Balam* 
bouang, a rough cal- 
culation, full . . • ditto 50,000, or ditto 300,000 

and in the island of Ma- 
dura about . , . ditto 30,000, or ditto 1 50,000 


Total 3,311,250 


A decrease in this island from upwards of three millions to 
css than one million of people, in about sixty years, is an 
dazing iusunce of the destructive agency of war.. 
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western division of Java, is about on’e hundred 
Dutch miles in circumference, each being of 
twelve hundred Rhineland roods. The Indltfn 
ocean washes it on the south ; to the north* 
and north it has the straits of Sunda, and (heir 
islands ; to the east, it is divided from the empire 
of Jaccatra, by a narrow slip of land, called 
Grending, lying a little to the v^cstward of the 
Sudani, or river of Tangerang, and by a chain 
of mountains, know^n by the name of Gocnong 
Tjcbcrum, which terminate to tlie south in the 
bay of Wynkoopsbergen, 

Bantam became strictly connected with the 
Company, in the year 1680, by means of the 
Hssistance afforded by them against Sultan Agon, 
who had formerly abdicated the throne, kUi-wiio 
had resumed the sceptre ; his son solicited and 
obtained the aid of the Company, toward esta- 
blishing him in the govemmunr. The country 
remained, in a manner, independent* and Its 
trade continued free; hut upon this, encroach- 
ments were practised from time to time, and it 
was sought to draw the bands of connexion with 
Bantam closer, by giving assistance, towards re- 
ducing tire ‘ revolted province of Succadana, in 
Borneo* which formerly belonged to Bantam, 
^id is si ill an appendage of that kingdom. At 
last, in 1751, Bantam became wholly a fief of 
the Company, occasioned by the fortunate issue 
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of the xomraotions there ; the king was then 
privately taken hold of, and continued a prisoner, 
•while a prince of the blood-royal, who had been 
kept in exile at Ceylon, was exalted to the 
throne in his stead ; and a yearly tribute of one 
hundred bhars of pepper, amounting to thirty- 
seven thousand five hundred pounds weight, is 
now paid to the Company from Bantam. 

The rule of succession was, at the desire of 
the king, regulated by the Company, who choose 
and appoint the heir apparent to be hereditary 
prince, as was done in the year 1767 : this he- 
reditary prmce succeeded to his deceased father 
in the month of September 1777, and was for- 
mally crowned as king of Bantam, by Mr. Bre- 
tftOji^tlie minister plenipotentiary deputed by the 
Compaq for that purpose. , 

Although the sultan, or king, of Bantam, is 
a vassal of the .Company, he is, neverlhcless, a 
sovereign prince, lord and master of life and 
death, and uncontrolled in his authority over his 
own subjects ; he lays taxes, augments or lightens 
them, accorclifg to his own good pleasure; and 
has all other regalia, and marks ot sovereignly, 
appertaining to a free monarch, excepting that he 
IS restricted from entering into any alliances or en- 
gagements, either with tlie European or Indian 
. princes ; as likewise from selling the productions 
o 3 
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of his territories to any otticr than to the Com« 
pany. 

Bantam has the smallest population of all the 
divisions of Java ; its whole extent comprehends 
no more than five thousand tjatjarS) or families^ 
and, consequently, only thirty thousand inhabit- 
ants. 

The Company keep in Fort Spcelwyck, in- 
cluding the guard which is stationed at Fort 
Diamond, an establishment amounting, when 
complete, to three hundred men. 

In 1776-1777, the establishment of the Dutch 
Company at Bantam consisted of twenty civil ser- 
vants, one clergyman, five surgeons and assist- 
ants, seventeen belonging to the artillery, thirty 
seamen, 199 soldiers, and ten mechanicsj^Jiuall 
iSi^luropeans. On account of its >danity to 
Batavia, no revenues, whether territorial or com- 
mercial, arc drawn from this place; but the 
charges of the establishment are not heavy : in 
1779 they amounted to about 7115/. sterling, 
which is nothing in comparisoai wkh the benefit 
derived from the pepper furniijaed by Bantam. 
To the dominion of the king Bantam belong 
all the islands in the straits of Sunda, from 
Prince’s Island to Pulo Babi, or Hog Island, 
close to his capital city. Many of them arc in- 
habited, and produce pepper; others arc desert, 
or the resort of pirates and smugglers, who are 
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dexterous in carrying on an illicit trade in pepper 
with foreign nations. In November 1769, the 
Dutch Company’a cruising grab Zeeleeuw, the 
Sea Lioni was attacked, taken, and the crew 
massacred, in the bay of Lampoon, by these 
pirates. The Klapper, or Cocoa Islands, which 
lie on the south coast of Java, near the straits of 
Sunda, are uninhabited, and are only occasion- 
ally resorted to for the sake of the edible birds*- 
nests which are found there ; but they arc said 
to be greatly infested with enormous snakes. 
Prince’s Island is called, in the Malay language, 
Pulo Sclan ; and in the language of its inhabit*- 
ants, Pulo Paneitan. It is woody, and a very 
small part of it only has been cleared. Valentyn 
la«ded^on it in 1694, and found it then uninha- 
bited. He adds, that there is good anchorage in 
the south-west bay, in nine and ten fathoms, and 
two small fresh-water rivulets running into it. 
Lieutenant Cook, in the Endeavour, lay ten 
days on (he south-east side, in eighteen fathoms. 
There is a town^upon it, called Samadang, of 
about four hundred houses, divided into two 
parts, by a river of brackish water. There is no 
remarkable hill upon it, yet the English call the 
highest 'eminence the Pike. It was formerly 
much frequented by the India ships of many na- 
tions, especially the English, which have, of 
iatc, forsaken it, as it is said, because the water 
04 
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1 % bad, and (ouch either at North Island, a shialt 
island that lies on the coast of Sumatra, at the 
cast entrance of the straits, or at New Bty, 
which lies only a few leagues from Frinoo^ 
Island, at neither of which places any considef^ 
able quantity of other refreshments can be pw)% 
cured. At Prince's Island may be had turtle, 
with which the first, the second, and perhaps 
the third, ship in the season, may be tolerably 
supplied ; those beyught by the Endeavour’s 
people cost, upon an average, a halfpenny or 
three farthings per pound ; large fowls, a dozen 
for a Spanish dollar; small deer, not larger than 
a rabbit, two-pence apiece ; larger deer, about 
the size of a sheep, but of which only two were 
l)rought down, a rupee; many kinds 
tolerably cheap; cocoa-nuts, at the f^tc of a 
hundred for a dollar, if picked, or one hundred 
and thirty, if taken promiscuously ; plantains in 
great plenty; some pine-ap^lcs, water-melons, 
jacks, and pumpkins; besides rice, the greater 
part of which is of the mountain kind, yams, and 
several other vegetables, at very reasonable rates. 
The other islands in the straits of Sunda, apper- 
taining to the dominions of Bantam, arc too in- 
significant for particular description. They are 
mostly level, founded upon beds of coral, and 
covered with trees. A few, however, have steep 
and naked sides, such as the island Dwars in den 
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Weg, or Thwart-lhe-way, and the two very 
fitnall round ones, called by the Dutch Braband^ 
Hocdjc, and Toppers Hoedje, and by the Eng- 
lish the Cap and Button. The gentlemen ac- 
companying Lord Macartney in the Lion, had 
occasion to visit the two last mentioned ; they 
were so steep and rugged, that it was difficult to 
get ashore : at a little distance, they might be 
taken for the remains of old castles, mouldering 
into ruins, with tall trees* already growing upon 
the tops ; but, upon a nearer view, they betrayed 
evident marks of a volcanic origin : in the Cap 
were found two caverns, running horizontally 
into the side of the rock, in which were a num- 
ber of those birds’- nests so much prized by the 
Chinese epicures. The situation of these places 
was, dn that occasion, determined with the 
greatest nicety, viz. 

East lone. 

South lat. from London. 

Tlnvart-the-way if® 55' . 105® 43' o" 

North Island . 5 j8 o • 105 43 30 

Cap .... 5 58 30 . los 48 30 

Button ... 5 49 o . 105 48 30 

The air is, in general, here very unhealthy, 
•and tli£: mortality considerable. In the year 1 768* 
that is, from the beginning of September to the 
end of August, out of tf)e complete number of 
the Company’s servants, including pennists, ma- 
riners, and military, being three hundred an4 
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seventeen, the deaths amounted to sixty, about 
one in five. 

Ttit division which follows next in geograpliU 
cal order, is that oi Jaccatra, with its Preanger 
lands ; Preanger lands is the denomination given 
10 those districts which did not originally belong 
to the kingdom of Jaccatra, but which have 
been united to the Company’s possessions since 
the year 1677 : with respect to their adminislra- 
tion, they are divided, between Batavia, and the 
residctK'V of Cheribon, 

This division is full one hundred and ten 
Dutch miles in circumference. To il>e west it 
borders upon Bantam, with the districts of 
Greunding, Badak, and Pagadongan ; to the 
south, t)pon the Southern ocean, for the moat 
part with the district of Jampan, mid partly 
with that of Soekapoura, belonging to the Che- 
libon Preangcr lands ; to the cast, upon the go- 
vernment of Chcribon itself, with the districts of 
Tiinpanganten, Samadang, I^agadcen, and Pa- 
jnanoekang; to the north, upn the sea, with 
ihe dii»tricls of Pamanoekang, Tjassen, Crawang, 
ai)d that of Jaccatra proper, under Batavia^ 

The country of Jaccatra, with its Preanger 
J^nds, comprises, upon the wliolc, thirty dis- 
tricts, containing together 33,9^4 ijatjarSy or 
families, or 203,484 inhabitants, of which the 
district pf Batavia alone cpi^tains 19,469 families, 
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or 116,814 inhabitants; this shows that the 
other districts arc proportionally much less po- 
pulous, whereby a great extent of capital land 
remains uncultivated and neglected, and even 
what is tilled is owing to the industry and per- 
severance of the Chinese settlers. 

The paucity of inhabitants in the country of 
(accatra, cannot, like that in the empire of the 
Soesoehoenam, be attributed to the ravages of a 
destructive war; for Jaccaiia has, since the last 
siege of Batavia, in the year 1629, been very 
little subject to that calamity, except in the in- 
surrection of the Chinese, in the year. 1740, 
when even the Javans of Jaccatra were the least 
concerned in it ; but it may principally be 
ascribed to the circumstance, that, after the arms 
of the Company were victorious over the king- 
dom of Jaccatra, and they had taken the capital, 
having likewise defeated the army of Bantam, 
all the inhabitants of the country were carried 
away into the kingdom of Bantam; whereby 
Jaccatra remained, for a considerable space of 
time, nearly uninhabited. 

It appears, however, according to Mr. Mosscl, 
that these lands contained only, in the year 1753, 
the number of one hundred and fifty thousand 
souls ; so that, in opposition to the other parts 
of Java, the population has here been consider- 
ably augmented. 
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Every district has its regent, who is appointed 
immediately by the supreme Indian government 
at Batavia. 1 hese regents decide in civil, matters 
af little importance, but atfairs of consequence 
they, must lay before the commissary of inland 
affairs, or the governor-general. 

Jaccatra is watered and fertilized by several 
rivers, most of which, however, arc no better 
than rivulds, in the good or dry season. The 
largest of these are. Jhe Sedani, or the river of 
Tangcrang, and that of Crawang ; they descend 
from the high mountains inland, and flow into 
the sea, in a northerly direction. 

The river of Tangerang runs into the sea, not 
hr from the point of Onlong Java, and near its 
mouth is a small post of the Company, cal^id 
the Kwal. Just below^ that post, the lyVer gives 
^ ptirt of its water to the Mookervaart, a canal 
cut from that place to Batavia, in order to pro- 
vide the canals and moats of the city with water; 
but as, in the rainy season, this river swells very 
high, and too much would then be conveyed 
through that cut to the city, a lock was made, in 
the year 1770, at the upper end of the Mooker- 
. vaart, which cost full 15,270/. whereby no more 
water than is wanted is suffered to tome to 
Batavia* 

’ It is not the water alone of the river of Tan- 
gerang which supplies this canal, but likewise 
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that of the rivers of Ankec, Passangarang, tlnd. 
Grogol ; and it is through the Mookervaart that 
Batavia receives most of it$ water; for that which 
comes down by what is called the great river of 
Jaccatra, is very trifling in comparison with this*-- 
The drain, called the Slokhaan (the glutton, or 
cormorant), which was dug in the year 1746, a 
little to the eastward of the river of Jaccatra, 
receives the water from the upper grounds, and 
thus deprives it of its greaiest force. The con- 
formation of the country likewise requires that 
Batavia should receive its water from the west- 
ward, as, on that side, it is more elevated than 
on the other. 

The Dutch seem to have pitched upon Batavia 
for the convenience of wafor-carriagc ; and, in 
that re'ftpcct, it is, indeed, a second Holland, 
and superior to every other place in the world. 
There are very few streets in the city without a 
canal of considerable breadth running through, 
or rather stagnating in them, and continued for 
several miles beyond the town, intersecting, to- 
gether with five or six rivers, in almost every 
direction, the dead flat in which it is situated; 
nor is this the worst, for the fence of every field 
and garden is a ditch ; and interspersed among 
the cultivated ground, are many filthy fens, bogs, 
and morasses, as well fresh as salt : nay, such 
is the influence of habit, both upon the taste and 
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understanding, that Governor-general Van deV 
Parra, whose country-house was sitnaied upon 
the only rising ground near Batavia, contrived# 
at some trouble and expense, to inclose his own 
garden with a ditch. 

The rivers, the Sontar, the Bacassic, and the 
Tjikarang, fall into the sea to the cast of Batavia^ 
The productions of Jaccatra arc principally 
coffee, sugar, and rice; likewise indigo, cotton- 
yarn, turmeric, and -cadjang, or lentiles, from 
which last oil is pressed. In 1778 were sold in 
Holland the following articles, being productions 
of the colony of Jaccatra : 

• 2,000,000 of sugar, at four stivers. 
2,000,000 ll?s, of coffee, at eleven ditto. 

500,000 lbs. of pepper, at seventeen ditto. • 

1 00 leagers of arrack. • ' 

10,000 lbs. of candied ginger, 
cotton-yarn to the amount of /. !20,©oo, and 
indigo, to the amount of /. 1000. 

This may be taken as the annual quantity of 
what Jaccatra is able to furnish for Europe, and 
t lie gain upon these articles is considerable, as 
none of them cost much ; the pepper and coffee 
scarcely and the sugar stivers per pound. 
Of sugar, the Company further dispose every 
year of full four millions of pounds weight in 
Japan, Surat, the Malabar, and other establish- 
ments, upon which tl^y likewise make consider- 
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able profits ; and about the same quantity, four 
million pounds, is exported in private trade, ^ 
together with immense quantities of arrack, rice, 
and other articles. The revenocs and expenses 
of Jaccatra are included in those of Batavia. 

The Company possess this empire by right of 
conquest, having taken it from its king, who 
was obliged to yield to their arms in the year 
1619 ; and Batavia was founded on or near tlu- 
sile of his capital city, Jaccatra. 

The third division of Java is Chcribon, which, 
together with its Preangcr lands, may be about 
half the size of Jaccatra and its dependencies. 
It borders, to the west, upon Jaccatra, with the 
districts of Limbangan, Tjauris, Impanagara, 
a,ud Indramayo; to the south, upon the Southern 
ocean, vnlh the district of Soekapoura ; to the 
cast, upon the province of Banjocmaas, or Pan- 
joemag, belonging to the sultan, with the dis- 
trict of Soekapoura, upon the country of the 
Soesoehoenam, with the districts of Oetame and 
Gabang, and upon the strand-regency of Brefes, 
with the district of Lassary; and to the north, 
upon the sea, with the district of Gabang and 
those of Cheribon proper, and Indramayo. 

It comprises in all nine districts, containing 
full fifteen thousand tjatjars^ or families, being 
sikapo^ or fixed inhabitants, besides the 
or unmarried, and strangers. 

* o 



224 ISLAND OF JAVA. 

These lands are divided between two princes, 
the sultan Anom Socpoc Cheribon, and the 
PanaraBahan, both of whom are feudatories of 
the Company. Of the last it is a rule tha,t the 
children succeed to the father in his dignity, 
provided they are inclined to do so ; and if they 
do not choose to be burdened with the cares of 
authority, they have the rigid of nominating a 
deputy to exercise lhelt.hercditary power in their 
stead. ^ 

Formerly there were three princes of Cheribon { 
but in the year 1769, one of them not treating 
his subjects well, was exiled by the supreme 
government to Amboyqa, where he still remained 
in 1775. 

These princes are obliged to deliver all lljp 
produce of their country for certain fixed prices, 
exclusively to the Company; and neither the 
princes nor their subjects are allowed to have 
any communication with strangers, much Ic^ to 
carry on trade with foreign nations in any of the 
articles produced upori their lands. On the part 
of the Company, as much care is taken as pos- 
sible to prevent the contravention of these condi- 
tions ; and they have a resident here, with a gar- 
rison of seventy Europeans, stationed in a smalt 
fort in the district of Qheribon, whilst there is also 
an out-post stationed at Indramayo. 

This empire put itself under the protection of 
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<he Company in the year 1680. In criminat 
mait-ers the ad m in kt ration is under the combined 
authority of the two princes and the Company's 
resident. 

Its productions arc coffee, timber, cotton-yarn, 
areca, indigo, sngaf, and also a little pepper : 
this last article grew formerly here ip such 
abundance, that in the year 1680, the bhar of 
three hundred and seventy-five pounds was paid 
for at the rale of no mot^ than ten Spanish 
dollars, about i6f. per cwt. Cheribon contri- 
butes many important articles to the consumption 
of India, and to the European trade. It yields 
} early, for the former, at least one thousand lasts 
of rice, and one million pounds of sugar at i§ or 
2 stivers per pound ; and for Europe at least 
30,000 of cotton-yarn, of letter A, at 14 
stivers {is, 10,000 ibs, of indigo, at 30 

stivers (2J. 9^/), and 1,200,000 lbs. of coffee, at 
2^ stivers. Yet in ^778, no more than one 
million pounds of the Cheribon coffee were sold 
iij Holland at eleven stivers per pound. The 
intrinsic revenues of this settlement are amply 
sufficient to defray the charges. In 1779 th^ 
last amounted to / 12,584, and the former to 
/•35>7bi/ showing a favourable balance of 
/‘-3tJ77) or .2107/. sterling.* In 1776-7, the 
es^abli^llrrlent of Cheribon consisted of ninety- 
tight Europeans; namely, fourteen civiljscrvants, 
p 
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one clergyman, three surgeons, two arlillcry- 
men, fifteen seamen, sixty soldiers, and three 
mechanics. The resident at Cheriboo is said to 
make no less than 70,000 rixdollars, upwards 
15,000/. sterling per annum. 

Before the war of 1740 the Soe.'^oehoenam, or 
emperor of Java, as he was called, was sole 
proprietor of all the country eastward of the last- 
mentioned empire of Cheribon, which was the 
western boundary of that of the Soesoeboenam* 
This comprised all the rest of the island, and 
was inclosed, on the other sides, by the sea and 
the narrow straits which separate Java from the 
islands of Bali and Madura. It- extended in 
length, from east to west, one hundred Dutch 
miles, and in breadth, upon an average, about 
five-and-twenty. It contained fifty-si»' provinces, 
or districts, large and small ; and three hundred 
and nine thousand seven hundred ijaijar^, or 
families.. After that period thirty of those pro- 
vinces, all situated on the sea-coast, were ceded 
to the Company for an equivalent in money j 
and seven, amongst which was Mataram, to 
the sultan Manko Boeni. This empire, once so 
formidable to , the Company, is now so reduced 
in power and extent, that its monarch can at 
presept, 1777, enumerate no more than sixteen 
provinces under his dominion, containing only 
tbirty-thrcc thousand two hundred tjatjars^ or 
families. 
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The dominions which fell to the lot of th6 
iultan Manko Boeni, who is still living, con- 
sist of seven provinces, interspersed between 
those which have remained with the Soesoehoe- 
nam; and this intermixture of the territories of 
these two nwnarchs, makes them individually 
much more feeble than if the possessions of each 
were adjacent, and formed one compact country. 

The seven provinces belonging to the sultan 
contain, together, fifteen thousand eight hundred 
ijiiljars, or families ; the most extensive and 
most important is that of Mataram, which 
is washed by the Southern ocean. 

Although the principality of Madura is now 
solely confined . to the island of that name, which 
lic^to the north-cast of Java, from which it is 
separated \ty a narrow strait of scarcely a league 
and a half over, it has always been reckoned to 
belong to the government of the north-eastern 
coast of Java : the 'wJiole island is divided into 
three districts, and contains thirty thousand 
ijaljars, or families ; it is thirty Dutch miles in 
length, and upon an average scarcely six in 
breadth. 

All these princes possess their dominions as 
vassals of the Company, whose pretensions to 
the paramount authority are grounded upon a 
voluntary cession of all his dominions, alleged 
to have been made in favour of the Company by 
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the late decease^ SoesoehoOnam, upon his death- 
bed, in the year 1746 : this, at least, is what i» 
pretended, for the sake of appearance, as it U 
otherwise pretty well understood that the em- 
peror was dead before this pretended cession was 
made known to the grandees of the court 5 but 
this is kept as secret as possible. The empire, 
th<!S weakened and diminished, was afterwards 
given as a fief to one of the princes of the 
imperial race, to the*prejudice of Masscyd ; who, 
however, was quieted with a certain appanage, 
and the promise, that if the presen, t Soesoehoe- 
nam died without issue, his children, in the 
right of being the nearest of blood, should suc^ 
ceed to the imperial dignity. 

The titles which the reigning Soeso.choerftm 
has assumed are as follows: SoesoeUenam, mo- 
narch or sole ruler; Pacodweanat axis of the 
globe, literally, nail or spike of the earth ; Setie- 
fatty lUcn^ala^iif commander in chief of all the 
armies ; Jhdul Rachnan, holy priest, literally 
slave of the most merciful God; Safiiedietif sove- 
reign king; Pauatagamay prince of the faithful: 
those of the sultan of Mataram are, Sultan^ 
prince or king; Ilanim Codoeanay recent ot the 
world ; SenepiiHy jihdul Riichniany 

Sahiedkny Punaia^amiiy Califs Attu hichy vice- 
gerent of the Almighty, 

All these princes bound themselves, in the 
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vcar 1756, not to deliver any of the products of 
their respective countries to any other than the 
Company ; and in every case to act botli defen- 
sively and offensively, in conjunction wiih the 
Company, against their enemies. 

The provinces have each their regent of their 
own nation, under the title of tommagong 
who arc respectively subordinate to the several 
residents. 



ON THE ISLAND OF JAVA. 


^30 


CHAPTER III. 

Importance of Java to the Dutch East India Com* 
pany. — Reflections on the Conduct of the Company 
towards the native PrinceS'^and their Javanese 
Subjects. — Necessity of Reform in these Points, 

From what has preceded, the great importance 
of the island of Java U> the East India Company 
will have very evidently appeared. It is fertile 
in productions, which have now, by the pro- 
gressive increase of luxury in the world, become 
articles almost of the first necessity, whereby 
this colony is adequate to bring as much, if not 
more, wealth into the coffers of the Companiy 
than the spice-islands, which have hitherto been 
considered as the chief means of the prosperity, 
if not even essential to the existence of that body. 
But Java can only hope to be equally precious 
with the spice-islands, by a change of circum- 
stances, by cordial exertions to promote the 
cultivation of its highly fertile soil with industry 
and vigour, by ceasing to depress and impoverish 
the natives by constant injustice and cdntinual 
extortion, and by avoiding in future every species 
of war, which, by producing a still greater de- 
population, would bring destruction to the 
Indians and ruin to the Company^ 
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The princes of the country, although sovereign 
over their own subjects are, nevertheless, 
the one more, and the other less, vassals of the 
Company ; and so far subjected to them, that 
the mode of succession to their thrones is regu- 
lated, and the heirs of their dignity are no- 
minated, by the Company. The dismemberment 
of the empire of the Socsoehoenam, and the 
possession of the sea-coasts, render the Company 
secure from that power oneg so formidable, and 
from tlic consequences of such prejudicial en- 
gagements and alliances, as might be entered 
into by the native princes, with Europeaa 
powers; and although those princes bow with 
reluctance to the yoke which has been imposed 
upen them, they are sufficiently wise to consider, 
that, if thgy were even fortunate enough to dis- 
engage themselves from their present bondage, 
their power has been so broken by the depopu- 
lation of the country, that, freed from the Dutch 
Company, they would still be obliged to yield 
to the first foreign nation which should have 
the inclination and ability to establish itself upon 
the island, and perhaps be reduced to a more 

cruel ^late of servitude than they now experience 

# 

instance to the contrary occurs in the last chapter, 
where we are informed that one of •the princes of Cheribon 
was depoted by the Company for misconduct tow ards his owi> 

subjects. 
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under their actual taskmasters ; of which tl)cy 
have a striking example before them in tlie 
Mogvil empire. 

If, therefore, the government at Batavia were 
to cherish, protext, and favour as much as pos* 
sible the several princes of Java, giving them 
every indulgence in matters of small moment, 
without suffering any diminution of the jxvvcr 
and iiifluence which has been attained over them, 
those princes would sec the sound policy of 
rather maintnining the Company in their posses- 
sions on the island, than allowing them to be 
transferred la other hands, williout opposition on 
their part. 

If it be necessary for tlic Company to attach 
these princes to them by the bands of political 
interest, it is no less an object ot importance for 
their welfare, and perhaps of necessity to their 
safety, that they equally aim at securing the aN 
tachment of their Javanese su!)]ects, by rendering 
their lives at least supporfal/e, and by opposing 
and preventing the shameful treatment and crying 
injustice which these poor people experience at 
tlic hands ol the governor, residents, and regents. 
The common Javanese are in an absolute state 
of slavery: they are no more masters tof what 
little they seem to possess, than an unconditional 
slave, who, together with all be has, belongs t^ 
the master who has purchased him, his labour. 
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and his posterity. The common Javan is not 
only obliged, at fixed periods, to deliver a cer- 
tain quantity of the fruits of his industry to the 
regent placed over him, in behalf of the Com- 
pany, for whatever price the latter chooses to 
allow him, and that price, moreover, paid in 
goods, which are charged to him at ten times 
their real value; but he likewise cannot consider 
what may remain as his own property, not being 
permitted to do with it what he may think fit, 
nor allowed to sell it to others at a higher or a 
bwerratc; and he is, on the contrary, compelled 
to part with this also, as well as what was 
claimed of him in behalf of the Company, to the 
same petty tyrant, for himself, at an arbitrary 
and frequently at an infamous price. The re- 
gents experience in their turn, though perhapjj 
in a less iniquitous degree, the oppression of the 
residents; whilst in the country of Jaccatra, tlic 
commissary for inland afi'airs acts the same part, 
in a no less unjiisAfiable manner, under the im- 
mediate eye of the governor- general, towards 
the native regents and common Javanese in that 
province. 

The continually decreasing state of the popu- 
lation# in Java, which, from the year 1738 to^ 
2^77, has diminished more than one half, may 
be attributed to the natural operation of this 
aAjcct state of depression and servitude, in which 
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the common people of Java live, as well as to 
the ravages of a war of nearly twenty-five years, 
to which it has been (he custoiv) solely to ascribe 
it ; though this war, and the various civil com- 
motions which have happened besides, have, un- 
doubtedly, greatly contributed to tins waste of the* 
human species/ 



ON THE ISLAND OP JAVA. 


135 


CHAPTER IV. 

Qiaractcr of the Javanese. — Their Indolencet nof 
niereiy the Result of Climate, hit also of the arbi- 
trary Government. — Industry of the Chinese.-^ 
Food of the Javanese, — Their Dwellings . — * 
Household Conveniences. — Usual Period of Life. 

Peculiar Disease. — Religion. — Mosques. — ^ 
Mdusoleim near Chetibln. — Customs of the 
Javanese. — Laws respecting Inheritance. — Their 
Appear atipe, Dress, &V. 

The Javanese are said to be of an Indolent dis- 
position, and to require much pains to excite 
item to labour. This is, in general, true of all 
the naiiqns who inhabit the torrid zone, and 
who live under despotic governments, by which 
they are arbitrarily deprived of their properly. 
But would not this vice, which is represented as 
a national blemish m the character of the Java- 
nese, be in a great measure amended— would it 
not be removed, if arrangements were made, 
that to these miserable people might be left the 
property and uncontrolled disposition of only that 
portion* of the fruits of their labour which might 
rei/ain after they have furnished to the Com- 
paiy the quantities and qualities required at their 
hands ? The inhabitants of Java possess, in 
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common with all the rest of mankind, a natural 
and innate desire of having the free command 
and disposal of their own property ; and, like 
others, they would, to obtain this, submit to 
heavy labour, and be more industrious, in pro^* 
portion as they had the more certain prospect of 
earning a property, and of security in the en* 
joyment of it. 

Deprived of the most distant prospect, and 
not encouraged by any hope of bettering their 
situation, they sit down sullenly contented, as it 
were, with the little left to them by their despotic 
and avaricious masters ; who, by tliis unwise, 
as well as unfeeling conduct, extinguish every 
spark of industry, and plunge their subjects into 
the gloom of hopeless Inactivity. ^ 

The climate, it is alleged, influences their 
disposition, and compels them to a life of indo- 
lence. But does not the fallacy of this assertion 
appear in the Chinese who reside here? These 
inhabit the sarne island, open their variegated 
ghops next to the dwelling of the Javanese, and 
till with laborious industry the neglected soil 
around the wretched habitation of the native. 
In diligence, perseverance, and manual labour, 
they surpass many of the industrious classes of* 
the community in Europe ; but they arc edm- 
parativcly unshackled, and are free masters ipf 
what they, can earn by trade, or procure by agri- 
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culture, beyond the pecuniary or other assess- 
ments levied upon them by the government. 
This encourages them readily to undertake the 
most laborious occupations, and diligently to 
persevere in them, while they feel a rational hope 
of obtaining, in proper time, the reward due to 
ihcir exertions. 

The Javanese, possessing no certain property, 
are satisfied with little. The usual food of those 
who inhabit the level courUry is rice, with a little 
fish ; but those who dwell in the high land, and 
in the mountains, and who plant little or no 
rice, make use of a certain root called lalkis^ and 
some salt, which they make out of the ashes of 
wood. 

• Their dwellings are little huts, generally con^ 
structed^of bamboos, plastered with mud, and 
covered with atap^ or other similar leaves. 

The convcniencics of household furniture arc 
unknown to them. The whole of the apparatus 
in their wretched hovels consists of a kind of 
bedstead, two or three feet from the ground, 
made of bamboos, one or two pots for boiling 
their victuals, a hollow block to pound their 
rice in, and a few cocoanut-shella for drinking* 
vessels"! 

f knerally speaking, their period of life docs 
much exceed half a century ; and few of them 
are found to attain the age of threescore. 
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Tliey arc subject to a sort of ulcers, which ia 
a disease peculiar to the island and to its inhabit- 
ants, and which iias thence received from Euro- 
peans the denomination of the Java pox. It is 
n sort of lues, but of a less malignant nature. 

Their religion is that of Mahomed, accom- 
panied by many superstitious opinions and ob- 
servances, retained from the religion of their 
idolatrous ancestors. In the interior parts they 
Iiave no abstract ideas, of religion, and can in- 
(jeed form none but such as arise immediately 
from the gross observation of their senses. The 
Mahomedau religion was introduced* into Java 
by the Arabians. 

In the year 1406, Cheik Ibn Molana, other- 
\yisc Ibn Israel, an Arabian, who had contri-.> 
buted to the propagation of the Mahomedan 
faith at Acheen, Johor, and other places in the 
East^ came to Java, and took up his abode near 
tbe place where afterwards the city of Cberibon 
' w^s built : the Javanese Mahomedans look upon 
hkn as the founder of their religion in the island ; 
but ibaj>pears from Vaientyn, that the kings of 
Damak and Padjan]g had been converted to Ma* 
homedanism before the arrival of Cheik Ibn Mo- 
lana, to whom the king of Damak ga^c his 
daughter in marriage, apd with her, as a portidk, 
tW country of Clieribon: the city of that nanjid 
was built about the .«ame lime, and Cheik Ifio 
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Molana became both a powerful sovereign and 
a venerated apostle of Islamisra ; both the kings 
of Bantam, and the princes of Chcribon, derive 
their origin from him ; and Mahomedans, froiu 
all parts of Java, perform pilgrimages to his ^ 
tomb as to that of one of their greatest saints. 

Their mosques, or places of prayer, are dis- 
persed all. over the country. They are mostly 
built of wood, and have neither exterior appear- 
ance, nor interior ornaraei\f, to recommend them 
to the curiosity of strangers. Near Cheribon, 
however, a very handsome mausoicum was 
erected to Cheik Ibn Molana, which, with the 
mosque belonging to it, is deserving of parti- 
cular description. It may rank among the most 
ourious and magnificent antiquities, not only of 
Java, buf of the East. It is called Astana^ or 
the palace of the soesoehoenam goenong djatiy mo- 
narch of the mountain of djati-trees. It is a vast 
semicircular space, or amphitheatre, seemingly 
cut out of a rock, tfie mountain of the djati-trccs, 
and divided into five different areas, or courts, 
each rising above the other and communicating 
by steps. The front is guarded by a row of pa- 
Jisadocs ; beyond these is a wall of about five 
feet high, faced with little white and painted 
Cleese tiles, in the middte of which seven st^ps 
leal up to the first court, the largest and broadest 
of fce five being one hundred feet iu front ; on 
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the wall are ranged'nine superb, and inconceivably 
large, china vases, with flowers ; and (wo large 
trees grow on the left of this area. Another 
wall, exactly similar to the first, divides this from 
the second court ; at- (he foot of this wall stand, 
on the right hand, seven, and on the left six 
large and beautiful china vases, with flowers; 
the ascent to the second court is by five steps; 
and upon the wall arc placed, on each side, four 
si inilarlargcchina vases, and eight trees are planted 
in (his court, so disposed that each vase stands 
between two trees, except on the left side, where 
(he irregularity is observable of two trees stand- 
ing together ; in this court are (wo handsome 
Javanese houses, intended for the reception of 
the princes, or great men, who may come upon« 
])ilgrimage to this sacred place : four china vases, 
with flowers, are also placed in the upper part 
of this court, at the foot of the third wall. All 
these vases are (he gifts of different Mahomedan 
princes, the kings of Bantam, Macasser, Palcm- 
bang, and others, who have at various times 
visited the tomb. A neatly paved path leads 
quite across the second court to the entrance of 
the tliird, which is through a handsome gate, 
#ind up four steps; but this court, which Is much 
smaller than (he othe^r two, and is guarded a 
similar wall, has nothing in it. No Christifcns 
arc allowed to go higher than this place, allhomgh 
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some of the upper officers of the Company are 
said to have penetrated as far as the fifth and last 
court. There is no wall before the fourth, but 
merely an ascent by five steps cut in the rock ; 
in this is a magnificent Moorish temple, of 
mosque, with three roofs above each other, all 
decreasing in size upwards, and the area is 
planted with trees on each side of the mosque. 
The ascent from this to the last and smallest of 
the courts is, probably, lik/swiae by steps, but 
they arc hidden by the mosque and trees in the 
fourth : this farthest and most elevated area 
seems to be only eight or nine paces broad on 
each side, but it runs considerably back, in a 
semicircular shape ; upon it appears only the 
tomb itself of the holy man ; this, by reason of 
the great height and die^ance, cannot be ac- 
curately described ; it seems to be a handsome 
and lofty structure, with a large arched gate; 
and some pretend to distinguish a profusion of 
gilding upon it. It is necessary to observe, that 
the whole is formed in a sloping direction, and 
that each court has a considerable acclivity before 
reaching the entrance of the next, which renders 
the site of the tomb itself very elevated : these 
entrances^arc all closed by small railed gates. 
The j6mb, and the buildings appertaining to it, 
are kipt in very indifferent repair, and are falling 
fast taMccay. 
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They do not bury their dead in coffins, as the 
Europeans or their Chinese neighbours do, but 
simply wrap them in a piece of white linen, and 
deposit them in the grave, placing two stones 
upon it, one at the head, the other at the 
feet. They believe that these stones are to serve 
for scats to the two angels, who, after their death, 
examine into their conduct while in this world. 

The laws of Java determine the right of in- 
heritance as follows : when a man dies, leaving 
a widow, son or daughter, and brother, his sub- 
stance is divided into eight equal shares ; of these 
the child receives four, the widow one, and the 
brother three. If the deceased leave two, three, 
or four widows, then that share which is other- 
wise given to the one widow is divided, in egual 
portions, among all the widowed claimants. If 
the deceased have two, three, or more brothers, 
the same is done with respect to them, and the 
three eighths which would have fallen to the 
share of one, is divided etijually among them all, 
provided they are all sons of the same father. 

Ihese laws, however, are sometimes departed 
from when circumstances afford inducements to 
favour one of the heirs more than the others, 

Thus the high priests of the provinces of Patty 
and Joana certified to the resident o^^oana, 
that they had fixed the share of the wid^ of a 
man who had died there at one third pa^ of the 
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whole inheritance, and had divided the renoain- 
ing two thirds into eight portions, one of which 
they likewise adjudged to the widow, four to 
the daughter of the deceased^ and three to his 
brother; giving as a reason tor this departure 
from the usual mode, that the wife bad, by her 
own diligence and industry, gained *thc greater 
part of the property thus left to be divided, and 
being therefore the occasion of the prosperity of 
the family, ought to be the^greatest sharer in the 
division of the estate. 

The Javanese are, in general, well shaped, of 
a light brown colour, with black eyes and hair; 
their eyes arc more sunk in the head than is 
generally observed in the nations south of the 
lige ; they have flattish noses and large mouths, 
are mostly thin, yet muscular ; a few corpulent 
men among them make no exception to this 
general description. The women, when young, 
have much softer features than the men ; but 
when they grow olS, imagination cannot well 
conceive more hideous hags. 

The dress of the men consists of a pair 0/ ^ 
linen breeches, which scarcely reach half way* 
down their thighs, and over this a sort of shirt 
of bUi^<Jir black coarse cotton cloth, which hangs 
loos^ about them below thc.knecs. The hAif of 
the lead is bound up in a handkerchief, in the 
form>of atufban. 
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Th6 drttft of tho wotnati consists of a coarse 
chinti cloth wrapped twice round the body, 
and fastened under the breasts, hanging down 
to the calf of the leg, or lower ; over this they 
wear a short jacket, which reaches to the waist : 
they have no covering to the head, but wear 
their hair bound in a fillet, and fastened at the 
back of the head with large pins : they some- 
times adorn their hair with chaplets of flowers. 

Children, boys and girls, often run about en- 
tirely naked till they are eight or nine years of 

What is mentioned with respect to dress, re- 
lates only to the lower classes ; the higher Orders 
and rich people wear much mote costly gar- 
ments. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Batavia, — Its Situatior{,~Harhour» Canals.^ 
JValls,— Castle,— Houses^ 6f c,-^Inhaittants.~^ 
Revenues and Charges^ ^c,— Character of ike 
Inhabitants,^Mode of Living. ^Marriages, ^ 
Slaves, — Gaming. 

Batavia lies, according to Ih^ best ob 3 ervation 9 » 
in the south latitude of 6® 5', on the northern shore 
of the empire of Jaccatra, in the deepest part of 
a bay formed by the points of Ontong Java 
and Crawang ; from which points, it lies, namely, 
from the former, about four Dutch miles south- 
east, ^ and from the latter about five miles south'^ 
west. Ten or twelve small islands, at the dis- 
tance of from two t,p four leagues from the city, 
shelter the bay from n. w. to n. by e. from the 
swell of the sea ; the road is between a quarter 
and half a league from the city. The ground 
upon which the qity is built, bears evident marks 
of having been left, or thrown up, by the sea ; 
as is the case with a great extent of the land on 
eaqh side, the shore of which is almost always 
soft for a good way up, and which 

incr<^ses every year. Abovo^ or to the south of 
the City, towards Tanabang and Weltcvrecden, 
the g)oiind rises by degrees j and the soil be- 
^3 
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comes firmer and drier as you approach tlic 
mountains, which lie twelve or more Dutch 
miles inland. 

Batavia receives the greater part of its water 
by the drain which has been made from the Se- 
dan!, or river of Tangerang ; but neither is this, 
nor the water of the other rivers, which, com- 
municating with the Mookervaart, is brought to 
the city, added to the great river , of Jaccatra, 
which runs through the middle of it, all together 
nearly adequate to give a proper degree of circu- 
lation to the inner and outer canals of the city, 
whereby most of them have only one or two feet 
water in the good monsoon, or dry season ; and 
in the cross-canals there is no perceptible current 
whatsoever. * 


The form of the city is an oblong square, lon- 
gitudinally intersected by the great river. Its 
circumference, including the castle, is about 
twelve hundred roods, or one Dutch mile ; the 
longest sides, which lie in the direction of s. by e. 
and N. by w. are about three hundred, and the 
shortesf two hundred roods in length. Besides 
the city-moats, which run entirely round, each 
division, bn either side of the river, ^ has t.wo 
canals running parallel with the long^sides, 
arid intersected at right angles* by several poss- 


canals. 

Th^ city is surrounded by 
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rock, serving as a facing to the rampart behind 
it, which occupies but a very narrow space of 
ground in many places. It is defended by 
twenty or one-and-twenty bastions, if the greater 
part of them may be so called, as they are mostly 
of a square or semicircular shape, projecting 
beyond the curtains, which, with the wall itself, 
are built nearly perpendicular, and are in so 
ruinous a condition as to tlireaten to fall down 
every day ; for which reason no other cannon are 
placed upon them but such as are very light, 
and intended only to fire general salutes. 

The castle, which formerly lay by the sca-side, 
but which is now, by the continual increase of 
the mud-banks before it, full one hundred roods 
ftbm the sea, stands on the east bank of the 
river which divides the town; it covers about 
two hundred roods of ground, and is a regular 
square fortress, with four bastions of rock-stone. 
For these regions might be considered as a 
tolerably strong fortification, were it not full of 
buildings withinside, which must obstruct, i£ 
not render impracticable, its defence. Besides this. 
Governor- general Van ImhofF rendered it en- 
tirely useless as a citadel, by breaking down the 
curta)#f^ which formerly connected the two bas- 
tions looking towards the chy, in order to make 
a roomy esplanade before the government-house, 
and '^he other buildings in the castle ; nndefen- 
a 4 
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sibk, therefore, on that side, whoever is in pos- 
session of the eastern part of the city is equally 
master of the castle. 

Besides the public buildings, the following 
number of houses, of all descriptions, large and 
§mall, arc found here according to Valcntyn t 


)i97 Chinese ditto. 

io3 Dutch ditto, tenanted by Chinese. — In all . . 244^ 
AndoutofthecHy, ♦ 


Arrack 

Large 

Small 

Chinese 

Total 

houses. 

Dutch do. 

ditto. 

ditto. 


It iheNew-gate d 

(2 

181 

309 

559 

At the Diest*gate» i 

1 

33 

ziS _ 

i 17 

AttheHotterdam-gate, 5 

120 


lod 

73 * 

At the Utrechtrgate, 0 

37 

»35 


75 * 

Coach'hovses^ 

- 

- 

- 

9 


1.. - 1 


.»i.' ■! 


12 

216 

850 

1240 

2328 • 


In all, without the dty, 

Total 4770 

This account appeared to the gentlemen who 
were there in 1769, in thg Endeavour, to be 
greatly exaggerated, especially with respect to 
the number of houses within the walls. Huysers 
states the number of houses in Batavia to be 
3500, but docs not add whether he includes the 
suburbs. In 1778 there were in the neighbour- 
hood of Batavia sixty brick-kilns, thiftg-four 
tile* kilns, eighteen limekilns, seven manufac- 
tories of earthen- ware, twenty arrack*distilleries* 
and about seventy sugar-mills. ^ 
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The number of the inhabitants were, in the 
year 1773, from the statements of Huysers, 468 
European burghers, 5582 native Christians, 4873 
mardykers, or manumitted slaves of all nations, 
23,309 Chinese, 289 Amboynese, 278 Banda- 
nese, 966 Moors, 254#Gentoos, 1852 Malays, 
324 Boutonners, 1983 Macassers, 3707 Bougi- 
nese, 104 Timorese, 189 Mandharese, 85 Sum- 
bauwers, 13,073 Baliers, 33,408 Javans, and 
20,072 slaves ; making in all, 1 10,8 1 6, exclusive 
of women and children, and of the Company's 
servants. The Company’s establishment of Bata- 
via consisted in 1776-1777 of 613 persons in civil, 
and 35 in ecclesiastical employments, 95 sur- 
geons and assistants, 125 belonging to the 
artillery, 875 seamen and marines, 1571 soldiers, 
and 903 mechanics; in all, 4221 Europeans, 
besides 703 natives in their service. 

Among the Europeans are also comprehended 
the posterity of Europeans born here ; of these 
the most considcraBle number are females ; indeed 
there are not many women at Batavia who were 
bom in Europe, but the white women, who are 
by no means scarce, are descendants from Euro- 
pean parents, of the third or fourth generation, 
the ^anings of many families who have succes- 
sively become extinct, in the male line; for it is 
certain, that, from whatever cause, this climate 
is jiot so fatal to the ladies as to the other sex. 
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The fettiale Europeans at Balavia seldotn tx* 
pose themselves to the heat of the sun, make 
frequent use of the cold bath, and live more 
temperately than the men, which may be the 
reasons of their suffering less from the insalubrity 
of the climate. 

The important revenues arising from the im- 
port and export duties, &c. and the valuable 
productions which the country around it affords, 
might induce the supposition, that Batavia, or 
rather the colony of Jaccatra, for that is the ac- 
count in the books of the Company, to which 
all relative to Batavia is carried, were adequate 
to its own support ; yet this is far from being the 
case. Batavia is the metropolis of the Dutch 
Indian possessions; it is the seat of their goverm^ 
ment ; a large garrison is constantly nxiintaincd 
in it ; most of the Company’s ships touch here, 
both outward and homeward bound ; their car- 
goes are landed and shipped j all recruits are re- 
ceived, maintained, and paid here; in short, 
almost all the charges of the marine and military 
establishment of the Company are carried to the 
account of Batavia ; and it cannot, therefore, be 
but that a considerable balance must, appear enrf 
year against it. The famous Mossel, it i^rue, 
in his Memorial of «Economy, maintains, that 
Batavia might be rendered a source of great 
revenue to the Company, even after defra/ing 
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all these charges. Taking as a basis the books 
of the year 1752, he calculated the profits and 
revenues of Batavia at /. 3,300,000, and the 
charges to /. 2,800,000 per annum, leaving k 
yearly surplus of /*. 500,000, about 45,454/. ster- 
ling. But the books have not been closed so 
favourably since his time: in 1767, indeed, a 
favourable balance appeared of/. 233,330, about 
21,212/.; but in the peaceful year 1779, the col- 
lective receipts amounted* to /. 1,820,327, and 
the charges to /. 2,384,930, or/. 564,603, about 
51,327/. inore than the receipts, which is vastly 
different from the calculations of Mossel. 

The various opinions and habits which have 
been imbibed, by the different modes of educa- 
tion, and manners of life, of so many individuals, 
from so* many different countries, are here all 
obliterated, or blended into the single passion of 
amassing riches, which seems to be ‘‘ their be- 
ing’s end and aiii| and to attain this object, 
they leave untried no means within their power. 
With whatever ideas of virtue or honesty they 
may step on shore, they can scarcely be said to 
have passed the threshold of their first abode, 
.before those unsuitable notions are dismissed 
fronff their minds * : there arc very few who resist 

m 

* Ovington, a traveller of the last century, relates a< a 
common proverbial saying in his time, that “ those who sail 
from Europe to India, have their consciences on this side of 
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the teiDptations which assail them, and who do 
not deviate from the paths of integrity. Yet 
there are very few who, although they have sa- 
crificed ever) consideration, for the sake of the 
object of their unwearied pursuit, attain the 
wiihcd-for goal, and acquire sufficient wealth, 
to satisfy their desire of riches; disappointed, 
therefore, in their expectations, discontented with 
their situation, and dissatisfied with themselves, 
they fall into a state of melancholy and dejection, 
which, added tp the influence of a noxious cli- 
mate upon their health, and the want of their 
customary viands, exhausts their anima,!. spirits, 
and renders them a prey to that death which 
alone extinguishes their boundless lust of wealth. 

Most of the people who live here, and eve® 
many pf the rich, who, it might be gupposed, 
.bad attained the summit of their wishes, have 
aomething in their countenances expressive of 
discontent and dcjccUon, and which seems a 
certain .sign, that all is not right within. The 
climate may, undoubtedly, contribute much to 
thi^ appearartce ; the animal spirits do not flow 
in that /rec circulation, nor dp the powers of the 
mind possess that strength and elasticity, which 

" — — ST"' 

Cape;' and ill returning thence to Europe, they leave their 
consciences on the other sidF of the Cape.’* So that, except 
in doubling the Cape, an East ladian was not supposed to have 
a<^ conscience at all. 4 
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animate the human frame, and give energy to 
the exertions of the soul, in more temperate 
climes. This is not all ; for, after a short resi^ 
dence in this debilitating atmosphere, a state of 
languor, and love of inactivity, soon overcome 
all the active powers of the mind, and, occa- 
sioning a total neglect of exercise, ruin the 
constitution, and induce an absolute repugnance 
to every kind of occupation. The only resource 
for those who are in this stjvte of listlessness, ap- 
proaching to torpidity, is, to seek for relief in 
society, and to endeavour to kill the hea^y hours 
in the most frivolous manner : smoking tobacco, 
uninteresting and useless conversation, drinking, 
and card-playing, form the sum of their am usc-^ 
naents; and having, in this manner, spent the 
day and ^art of the night, they rise the next 
morning, utterly at a loss how to pass the many 
tedious hours of the day they enter upon; and 
devoid of all inclination for reading, cither for 
amusement or instruction, they arc compelled 
to go the same dull round, and are only soli- 
citous to make choice of such ways of killing 
time, as least interfere with their beloved state of 
motionless repose. 

Th'if happy social intercourse, tempered by 
friendship and softened by love, which is the 
result of a rational nuptial connexion, is little, 
kno^n here. Most marriages are made with the 
4 
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sordid views of obtaining riches, or securing pre- 
f(*rment ; and the few matrimonial Engagements 
entered into on account of personal qualifications, 
afford instances of alienation in a very short 
time after the hymeneal knot has been tied; 
principally owing to rtio erroneous education 
which parents give to their children, but more 
especially to their daughters. 

Tl)erc is another circumstance, which docs not 
a liltlc contribute to render the domestic lives of 

f 

tlic Batavians disagreeable, or unhappy ; this is 
the service of slaves; which, as no European 
servants can be procured, nor are allowed to be 
kept, has become a necessary evil. Every year 
full three thousand of both sexes arc brought to 
Batavia, as well from the coast of Malabar, 
Bengal, Sumatra, and other parts, as, from Ce- 
lebes; from which last place, however, the 
greatest number are imported. A duty of twelve 
rixdollars, about 47^. per head, is paid upon all 
slaves who enter Batavia fol the first time, ex- 
cepting upon those brought by the commanders 
of vessels, from the places whence the slaves 
come, on their own account ; and which, with 
respect to the ships coming from Celebes or Ma- 
casser, is fixed to the number of twclv^ vvh6 
are permitted to be brought at one time, without 
paying any duty. 

They we employed in every kind of dgnaesti^J 
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And menial service, in which they arc instructed 
by those who have been longer in the family^ or 
have had opportunities of improvement ; and 
they become, in time, good cooks, tailors, coach- 
men, &c. and do not yield, in their acquired 
qualifications, to the best European servants. 
They experience, in general, better usage, at the 
hands of their masters, than what the negro 
slaves in the West Indies meet with from the 
colonists; although instances sometimes occur 
here, of barbarity and inhumanity in tlwir treat- 
ment : but these arc not frequent, and those who 
are guilty ‘of such conduct seldom fail to meet 
their due reward, and are generally murdered, 
or poisoned, by their exasperated slaves; or^lsc 
the slaves run away from their masters, who 
thereby lose a valuable properly, and are pu- 
nished i*n their purses. When the slaves are 
well treated, they possess fidelity enough, and 
confidence may be reposed in them, provided 
they do not carry*their passion for gaming, to 
which they are extremely addicted, to excess; 
for if they have once abandoned themselves to 
this infatuating vice, they not only play till they 
lose all they may have of their own, but likewise 
•all th^y can lay their hands on belonging to their 
masters, continually flattering themselves with 
the idle hope of retrieving their former losses by 
a lucky ’,throw of the dice; in wbicl) they arc. 
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generally, miserably deceived ; for the Chinese, 
who are here accustomed to keep gaming-houses, 
and, among other gapes of hazard, have one 
denominated top-tables, arc too great adepts in 
the art, and much too cumiing for the poor 
slaves, to allow of their regaining what they may 
have lost. 

It cannot easily be conceived why the suprcnac 
government does not put a stop to these baneful 
proceedings, by prohij^iting, or destroying, those 
dangerous haunts of gamesters and sharpers, 
which are the causes of ttfe seduction and ruin 
of the larger part of the slaves in the city ; for 
it is the officers of justice of the municipal go- 
vmiment which fare the best by them, receiving 
from the keepers of the gaming-houses a monthly 
consideration for their protection antj conniv- 
ance * ; whence it happens, that these officers 
will never receive, nor attend to, any complaints 
which may be made of the seduction of the 
slaves, on the part of their owners: even the 
confession of (he slave himself, who has lost all 
his own, and his master’s property which he 
could get at, and the testimony of the master, 
who has found his slave at the gaming-table, are 

♦ The officers who control the Chinese gaming-houses, arc 
required to pay to the Cohipany, as a consideration for the 
profits they make by them, a monthly contribution of 3100 
rixdolkfs, or upwards of 8000/, sterling per annum. * 
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insufficient to procure the conviction or punish- 
ment of the Chinese, if the latter merely persists 
in swearing that he never saw the slave in his 
house : I can do nothing in the business; the 

Chinese, you hear, denies it is the only an- 
swer, and the only satisfaction, which can, in 
such cases, be obtained from the executor of the 
law. 

What, however, is the most disagreeable Cir- 
cumstance attending a residence at Batavia, is 
the insalubrity of the climate, and the great de- 
gree of mortality which prevails there/ especially 
among transient visitors, or recent arrivals; this 
is apparent to such a degree, that the English, 
who circumnavigated the globe, 1768-1770, and 
had experienced almost every vicissiludc of cli- 
mate, decltred that Batavia was not only the 
most unhealthy place they had seen, but that 
this circumstance was a sqtlicicnt defence or pre- 
servative against any hostile attempts, as the 
troops of no nation would be able to withstand, 
nor would any people in their senses, without 
absolute necessity, venture to encounter, this pes- 
tilential atmosphere. 
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BOOK IV. 


CHAPTER I. 

Batavia — Its Situation — Government — Commerce, 
— General Observations on colonial Produce , — 
Relations n^ith Japan, 

Batavia, situate on the northern coast of the 
island of Java, in the ancient kingdom of Jaca- 
tra, in 6° lo' s.latitude, and 122^47 ' e. longitude, 
is traversed by a gr^'at river, which falls into the 
sea a short three quarters of a mile from the 
town. 

This is one of the largest and richest cities of 
Asia : all the streets are watered by canals, which 
are navigable for good-sized boats. It is the 
capital of the Dutch possessions in the East, and 
the scat of the head council, which consists of 
twelve members, including the governor- general, 
who presides. In 1804 it stood as follows: 

R 2 
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ON the island op java. 


M. Sibert, Governor-general, President. 

M. Wise, Director-general of the Administration. 

M, Engelhart, Director-general and Governor 
of Java. 

EDLER5^(Counscllorsof the Indies.) 

M. Eyseldyck, M. Waldeck, 

M. Bailly, M. Cantervischer, 

M. Holl, M. Rose, Resident at 

M. Rymsdcck, Tchcribon, 

M. Van-Hausen, M. Sandolhc- Roi, Brigadier, 

SECRETARIES. 

M, Van-Brara, M. Moorcss. 

At the beginning of December, in the same 
year, a neutral ship came in with dispatches from 
Europe, winch made some changes in the go- 
vernment. The governor- general was e.upcr-? 
seded, whh h, on account of his age, hu had re- 
peatedly solicited, and was replaced by Mr. Wise, 
who was succeeded by Mr. Eyseldyck. 

The council is commonly h^ld on Tuesday and 
Friday, from seven o’clock inthemorninglillnoon. 
On those days the govenu.'r’s guard does the same 
military honours to each member of the council, 
when he passes, as to a general. As soon as two 
runners who precede the carriage are seen, the 
guard is drawn out, and the drum beats a salute, 
The authority of Ibis council is absolute: it 
makes and suspends law's, maintains troops, ap- 
points kings, declares war, concludes treaties of 
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peace and alliance with all the Eastern princes, 
and places residents at their courts. It takes 
cognizance also of all matters, commercial, civil, 
and military. The whole authority of the coun* 
cil may be considered as united in the governor- 
general, who presides ; for he may adopt, on his 
own responsibility, any propositions of. council 
which are rejected contrary to his opinitfn. 

A fiscal is at the head of the police and cri- 
minal affairs : he has gre^at authority, and regu- 
lates fines and punishments arbitrarily. 

A shabjndar, agent-general for trade, acts as 
consul for all nations, is the medium of every 
operation of trade, and introduces foreigners, 
whether princes or private individuals, to the 
*coun[6il. 

A metVinc fiscal superintends whatever relates 
to the police ot the roadstead, river, and navi- 
gable canals. 

The commerce/>f Batavia is considerable ; but 
it is, properly speaking, merely an exchange 
trade, for the export of cash is expressly pro- 
hibited : no captain of a merchant-ship, no 
trader, who brings piastres, must take any of 
.them away again ; they must be expended. The 
Chinese, who larm the customs, closely examine 
whatever is carried on board, and, if they find 
any gold or silver coin, it is not only/confiscated, 
but*the owners are also subject to fine and im- 

^ R 3 
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prisonraent. When a vessel arrives, the captain 
incloses his bill of lading to the shabendar, who 
Selects the articles, the exclusive trade in which 
is reserved to the Company; such as opium, 
camphor, benzoin, calin, a sort of Indian metal, 
pewter, iron, saltpetre, gunpowder, guns, &C. 
and fix^^on what is to be given in exchange, 
and at wriat price. This arrangement takes place 
at the house of the director-gencfal : the captain 
then makes a statement of what remains, and 
petitions the council, always through the medium 
of the shabendar, that he may be permitted to sell 
the remainder to the highest bidder. When be 
has obtained an answer, which is always favourable 
ill such cases, he aflixes his statement to the 
privileged hotel of the city, and the meref^nts * 
are then at liberty to treat with him. 

It seldom happens that these captains obtain 
the whole of what they were to have in return, 
the Company almost always insisting that they 
fehall take a quarter or a third in spices, by which 
means they secure a consumption equal to their 
stock on hand. 

As this city is the general depot for all the. 
spices of the Moluccas, and the productions of « 
the island of Java, consisting of rice, coffee, su- 
gar, arrack, and pepper, ships are continually 
coming from every part of India, America, the 
Airicio;. ajid cvem JEuropeau islands j and, not^ 
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withstanding the war, and the unhealthiness of 
Batavia, the road is always full of the flags of all 
nations, attracted by the profit they are sure to 
make by it. 

Bengal sends drugs, patnas, blue cloths, dif- 
ferent kinds of stuffs, and opium, which are ex- 
changed for rice, sugar, coffee, tea, spices, ar- 
rack, a small quantity of silks, and china-jvare. 

The kings of Achem and Natal, in the island 
of Sumatra, send camphor, the best which is 
known, benzoin, birds’*nests, calin, and ele- 
phants’ teeth j and in return have rice, opium, 
patnas, and* frocks, which are made at Java, 
Macassar, and the Moluccas. 

The princes of the isle of Borneo send gold- 
dust, diamonds, and birds’-nests ; and take rice, 
opium', patnas, frocks, gunpowder, and some- 
times small guns, as they say, to defend them 
against pirates, but rather for their own use as 
pirates. 

The Americans bfihg kerseymeres, cloths, hats, 
gold wire, silver, galloon, stationery^ wine, beer, 
Seltzer water, provisions, and piastres, in ex- 
change for spices, sugar, arrack, tea, coffee, rice, 
rushes, and Chinese silk and porcelain. 

The Mascate ships bring piastres and gura- 
Arabic, in exchange for sug^t? tea, pepper, rice, 
and china. 

Those from the Isle of France bring wine, 

R 4 
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olive-oi], vinegar^ bams, cheese, spap, common 
trinkets, mercery, and ebony ; and receive back, 
white sugar- candy, coffee, pepper, arrack, tea, a 
large quantity of China and Bantam ware, .satins, 
and pekins, calin, and rotang, 

. From the Cape of Good Hope arc received 
kitchen-garden seed, butter, and Madeira and 
Constantia wine, in exchange for rice, sugar, 
coffee, tea, and spices. 

The Chinese brings an immense quantity of 
porcelain and silks of every kind, taking in re-^ 
turn piastres, opium, ebony, sandal-wood, spices, 
and birds’-ncsts, which they esteem ^rcat dain- 
ties. 

These nests are nearly half the size of a wo- 
man's hand ; they are made by a very small sea* 
swallow, and consist of a glutinous fu'bstance 
and froth of the sea interwoven with filaments, 
They are found on tlic coasts of all the Sunda 
islands, in the cavities of steep rocks. The In- 
dian method of procuring 'fflem is by fixing a 
strrke on the summit of the precipice, with a 
rope ladder affixed, whence they descend into 
the most perilous situations to look for them. 
These nests arc a considerable branch pf trade 
to China; Although they have neither taste nor 
smell, tlicy have thiAproperty of renovating and 
giving a new tone to a debilitated and worn-out 
stomach, and restoring all its functions: Jihey 
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arc, in short, a most powerful stimulant. They are 
made into most excellent broth, and are an ingre- 
dient in all the ragouts of the princes and governors^ 
of India. Their high price prevents the mere colo- 
nists from partaking of them, for they fetch from 
five to six louis a pound : the white nests arc most 
in request. They are prepared by first washing 
them in three or four changes of lukewarm 
water; when they have been some time in it 
they puff up like large vermicelli 

* These nests, so highly thought of, particularly in China, ar« 
the production of a kind of swallow, the salangana, hhund^* 
ticukntay of a blackibh grey colour, a little inclining to green, 
with a shade of n^ouse-grey on the back and under the belly; 
the middle toe, including the claw, is loiger than the foot; the 
^nail of this toj is very long, slmrp, and crooked ; the bird uses 
it in ^t^ning itself to the rocks ; the tail is longer than the 
body, necH, and head together ; it is also rather forked. This 
swallow nearly resembles, in shape, the bank-swallow, but it 13^^ 
bo light and delicate, that ten of this species vvxigW only abotit 
two ounces and a half. 

The salangana prej^lircs its nest with its dung, and is two 
months in completing ir. In form it is a half oval elongated, 
and intersected at light angles by the centre of its little axis. 
In two of the nests which I inspected, feathers were introduced 
into their semi-transparent substance. The nearer while the 
lusts arc, the more they are valued. The Chinese hold them 
• in the highest estimation, and serve them up, prepared in va- 
rious ways, at opulent tab!es> not only ns a dtlicioiis dish, but 
as a restorative and most powerfuf stimulant. The European 
palate discovers notfjing more in this singular dish than an in- 
blpi^ jelly, nearly resembling verniiccHi . — ^ominu 
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The patch being the only Europeans who 
keep up a communication with Japan, the go- 
vernor-general of the Indies sends a ship of uoo 
to 1500 tons from Batavia every year, in the 
month of July, laden with kerseymeres, fine 
cloths, clock-work, and spices : thpse are almost 
wholly exchanged for bars of copper, which is 
made into a very clumsy kind of coin for paying 
the Indian and European troops, as well as the 
people employed in the ^counting- houses of Java 
and the Moluccas. These ingots are of the finest 
red copper, and as thick as a finger ; they are cut 
into two, four, six, and eight sous pieces of Hol- 
land; the value is inscribed on them: this coin 
is termed, in the Malay language, hatou^ which 
signifies stone. The Company also lakes cam- ® 
phor from Japan, but it is far inferior livquaKty 
4o that of Sumatra. 

Th(‘sc voyages arc very advantageous to the 
captains of the ships sent out. As they are 
allowed several tons, independently of the cabin 
and deck, they bring, on their own account, dif- 
ferent sorts of furniture, tans, various articles of 
copper, and sabres, the temper of the blades of 
which equals the best workmanship of Turkey. 
These sabres arc contraband, and are sold at 
Batavia from four to efght louis apiece. 

The cargo always contains a present for the 
emperor of that vast territory, and be, in return, 
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sends one to the governor-general of the Dutch 
possessions in India. It consists mostly of desks, 
drawers, and close-stools, of valuable inlaid >Vood,' 
covered* with a varnish peculiar to the country, 
and incrustated with flowers, or other designs, in 
mother o’-pearl of different colours. 

The mode of dealing at Japan is wholly pri- 
vate, since the missionary Jesuits were driven out 
of it for wishing to sow dissensions, by pro- 
pagating their doctrine. The India Company 
has a permanent commissioner in a small island, 
Naugazacki., a short distance from the mairt 
land. When the Batavian ship is a little way off, 
tlie emperor’s agent hails it, to.demand whether 
the captain is a Christian ; he answers that he is 
iJiitch^ .when a signal is made for him to ap- 
proach: fVom that moment he is surrounded by 
innumerable armed boats. He is first boarded, 
to see that he has neither women nor books ; for 
the law is very severe against the introduction 
of cither into the island. A Dutchman, who 
was to announce that be had either, would be 
immediately sent back, without being allowed 
any anchorage ; and such an occurrence would 
be sufficient to break off all commercial inter- 
course. This visit concluded, the merchandise 
is all put ashore, the ship ts disarmed and un- 
rigged, without the aid of the captain or crew, and 
tlie v?ho!c js carried on shore ; the captain transmits 
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the bill of lading to the emperor’s agent, with a 
note of what he desires in exchange, and waits 
quietly for the merchandise he is to have in re- 
turn. A sufficiency of provisions and •women 
for him and his crew are sent to the island with- 
out delay, their laws permitting an intercourse 
with the females of the country. During this 
interval the captain transacts his own business 
and his private exchange. When the whole is 
finished, the return ^merchandise ready on the 
beach, and the emperor having notified what he 
thooses for the ensuing year, the Japanese again 
load the vessel themselves, replace its rigging, 
and restore all the arms, papers, and effects 
which they secured on its arrival. There is no 
instance of any thing being lost ; in'^fact, honesfy 
is carried to so great a pitch in this country; that' 
the merchants mostly leave their shops and store- 
houses without cither guards or clerks. If a 
Japanese wants any thing, he goes into the shop 
where it is sold, and if he finds no one at home, 
he takes it, lays down the value which is marked 
wpon it, and goes out. 

All the streets of the towns are closed at 
night by iron gates ; each Japanese is respon- 
sible for his neighbour, so that they are all in- 
terested in no haritlf happening to each other: 
besides, when a theft or other crime is com- 
mitted in any quarter, and the author canrrot be 
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discovered, the crier, who is a kind of police- 
agent, the commissary of police intrusted with 
the. watch, the judge of the division, and the 
neighbours, would be forced to make good the 
loss, and be subject to severe corporal punish* 
inent : the family of the two latter would be put 
to death. 

This people is very strict in the observance of 
its laws, customs, and civil and domestic man* 
ners. The Dutch, in their embassies, have been, 
and still are, necessitated to submit to humiliat- 
ing conditions to keep up their communicatioti 
with Japan*. The ambassadors and their suite 
liavc no knowledge of the interior of the coun- 
try, being conveyed to the capital in palanquins 
well inclosed with fixed fatticc-work, and no- 
thing-cdiigd induce the bearers to indulge them 
with a view of the country they pass through to 
make any local observation, so that what is known 
of the interior is very little and uncertain. The 
seas which lave tl)e?}hores of Japan, are very dan- 
gerous, and not much known ; nor is there any 
good chart ; therefore the officers, sent with the 
merchant-ship from Batavia, arc almost always 
selected for their great experience. 
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^ H'hi iiac of defence of Batavia, which the 
ep4t for the wt^le wealth of Holland in India, 
ixtends from (he month of the river Antlfjol to 
&at of the rivet A»da. 

Besides (be vvalls cube cilyi composed of well- 
jjnht bastions, mclpsed by a wet ditcb, vexy deep 
wide# there iaalsp a good citadel with font 
j^tions, also of stone. This citadel commands 
city, and defends the entrance of the river 
^ jpeatra, called the Great River, whi^b, running 
j^rough Batavia, tills its dikes and th^ ol ihs> 
adeL Qn the extremity of the left bank, at 
^ 5 . mouth of this river, is a fort, named Watef- 
which is washed by the sea. Its plat- 
pis of stone, and the paraplts are well covered 
I turf; it mounts thirty sixteen and twenty* 
ar popnders, and contains barracks, built of 
ahoo,fer about onehundred men, some officers’ 
and a well, all in good repair. The fort . 
i^flani^d by capital batteries, raised on the right' 
•|d left bank, in froa^ of tiie citadel and fortifi* 
is^ions. . 

4 The left wing is defttoded by four works, via* a 
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redoubt, called the Flute, somewhat above the 
m^uth oF the Ancka, which it commands, as 
b<’)ats might come up there, and a very fine causc^ 
way w^ich communicates with it, extending to 
the city walls. 

Along the coast are the Beschekerme and 
Middel batteries : the latter is between that and 
'Ihe Watcr-castcl. A redoubt, named the Siberg, 
is just erected, to flank the Beschekerme and de- 
fend the grand causewjly of the Ancka. The 
right wing is also defended by four works, three 
of which are on the coast : the Castor, near the 
mouth of Emerald river, which contains three, 
four, and five feet water ; the Bottelicr, whoso 
flanks have been recently rounded, also situated 
gear a small. river, b^ where a landing of any 
moment woul^ibicSrfund yStf difficult ; the Ze- 
lucht, at the mouth, and on the)left bank of the 
river Antijol, which has lately been constructed 
in lieu of an isolated battery which was on 
Stingerland Point; and lastly, the Tolbruck, a 
strong battery placed near and above the great 
wooden bridge over the Antijol, to defend the 
passage and communication with the great cause- 
way from Tijelenking by Tanijoiig-Priock. The 
\Tolbru.^k was also to replace a wofk traversed 
causeway from Tijelenking to Balavia, 
which was covered on one side by the river An- 
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tijol, near a Cliincsc temple, and, on the other, 
by marshes which line the coast. 

The little ftjrt of Antijol is very old, built of 
brick ; its parapets arc scarcely four inches thick, 
and it could, at the utmost, merely serve as a de- 
fence against the natives. It may be said to be 
relinquished. In a second line on the great cause- 
way from Batavia to Tolbriick, is a good battery 
which communicates with, and flanks it. All 

these works are of earth lined with .turf, and 

« 

contain barracks made of bamboo for alxmt one 
hundred men. 

An European artillery officer is always resident 
at the Tolbruck, Bottelier, and Water-castel 1 In 
the others Sepoy serjeants, who command de- 
tachments of fifteen to twenty Chinese and Ma j 
lays, who mount guard with sabres and 

spears. * 

The whole left wing is so unwholesome, owing 
to the marshes of which it consists, and whence 
arise pestilential exhalations, that those who are 
on this station often fall victims to it within four 
or five hours after they arrive at their posts ; they 
must, in part, be daily recruited, and those who 
can bear it drag on a languishing existence, al- 
though born in the country. 

The two sides of the causeway, which 
from the Flute redoubt to the city dike 

enriched with pretty couatry-houseji 



exict^! 
:s, were 
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and pleasure-gardens, of which some vestiges arc 
still visible; but they have been all deserted, 
from the urihealtbiness of the air. 

All the plain which forms this defence is com- 
posed of muddy and impracticable morasses, 
which extend beyond the city, and are inter- 
Vcctcd by canals. In times of extreme drought, the 
top of the great mud-bank, which is at the mouth 
of the Jacatra, is perceptible at low water : vessels 
are obliged to weather its east side to get in. 
When they have proceeded up the river to the 
mole called tl;e jaepatte, they find horses which 
drag them up to the custom-house, where they 
unload. 

At the mouth of the AjKka, by the natives 
called Caimans7f Vav^ t;cause^it**^ounds in those 
reptiles, the bottom is mud and s^id, as is the 
bank, which has accumulated at the mouth 
within four or five years; but at Stingerland 
Point the bottom begins, on the coast, to be a 
mixture of sand and coral, with occasionally small 
shells, almost to Tijelcnking. 

The coast from Stingerland Point, to the great 
village of Tijelcnking, is less unhealthy : we 
tbexefore see pretty country-houses, tolerably 
vijla^es, and hamlets, 

Anenemymakingan attack upon Batavia, could, 

^ worst, only run the ships on shore ; and 
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might then perhaps, by means of its small craft, 
exposing itself to the fire of the batteries, burn 
a fewj as the British squadron did when it blockt 
afded the road : but supposing him to obtai reposses- 
sion of Batavia, in spite of its defences, natural 
and artificial, he would still be very far from 
master of the Dutch possessions in the island of 
Java, and it would, moreover, be impossible for 
him to maintain himself there ; for the environs 
of the town cannot nearly produce the provisions 
necessary for the immense population, native and 
Chinese, which it contains; be would further 
have to guard against the king of Bantam, a 
neighbouring prince and faithful ally of the 
Hollanders, whose country is very populous; 
and the council oi indta retiring to Samarartg, 
on the norijlcrn coast, the goveroor-gcneral 
would derive great resources from the emperor of 
Mataram, and the sultan of Joucki, who would 
readily furnish 25 or 30,000 brave and well- 
armed men, independently of Europeans, and 
Madurans and Sammanapps, regimented and 
commanded by their native princes. 

Samarang receives the produce of all the 
northern and eastern coast, and of the interior 
principalities; and from this depot, %he mifea* 
zincs of Batavia ai*fe supplied. 

The European aod Indian troops entrusk 
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with the defence of Batavia and its out posts. 


consist of 

Men. 

French auj^Iiary troops of the 1 2th battnllon, aboiit . 240 

J3d Dutch battalion 6co 

National troops three battalions 2400 


Of the above, 200, including odjcers, subalterns, and 
^ grenadiers, are turupeans ; the remainder Madurnns 
and Sammanapps, 

1 Battalion infantry chasseurs, Madiirans and Samnujinpps 403 


Foot aitillery (mo'^tly recruits), lM.\lMrans .... boo 

1 Company of light arullery, Bdadufans 100 

European cavalry 


• 4540 

There is also a corps of military engineers, 
mostly Europeans. Among them are (wo French 
cfiitXTS, Col. Battier, dircrlDw^ffortifiuitions, and 
a captain : tjie otlTCTS-vTre German a^nd Dutch. 

'Ihe commap.dant of these troops is a Swiss; 
be has the rank of brigadier, and is a counsellor 
of ihc indies. The second in command, M. 
\auginc, a Frciicihi:an, regimental ctdomcl of 
(he national troops, is invested with the details 
ol the service and administration. The artillery 
is under the command of a Frenchman, who has 
redded here forty years : his name is D’Orniancey 
d’Hormois : he corncs from Dijon. 

AiftTicse troops are quartered in the environs, 
^ account of the unlieallhincss of the city and 
> Ihc third battalion only remains in the city, 
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to lake the duty of the castle and gates, widi 
some Indian artillery in the batteries on thc' 
coast. It must be admitted, notwithstanding the 
courage and a kind of ferocity natural to*the Ma- 
lays, that, even if they were backed, supported, 
and commanded by Europeans, directed also by* 
princes of their own, it would be difficult {o^ 
make them stand a sharp action. There is reason 
to apprehend they would give way, and that 
nothing could rally them afterwards. The re- 
cruits, which daily come in, desert forty to 
sixty at a time. Their princes, who reside at 
Batavia, and for whom they have great venera- 
tion and love, must be the pretext for subjecting 
and rallying them ; buUhey must also be promptly 
embodied before, they can get dh' board the fa- 
nocs, which ire always upon the coSst, and by 
which means they easily make the island of Ma- 
dura, their own country ; or they take refuge in 
the kingdom of Bantam, which is the common 
resort of deserters and robbers, both Malay and 
Chinese. This kingdom, wherein all malcon- 
tents readily meet i^sistance, although the king 
is allied and almost tributary to the Dutch Com- 
pany, has its frontier at Tpngarang, two leagues 
from Batavia. 

Tp this Inconvenience must be added TEaiy 
the misunderitanding which continually prev^U 
aipong a great part of the tfuperior 
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^wing to a want of confidence in the brigadier, 
who, from his particular character and principles, 
has never succeeded in obtaining it from any of 
them. Besides, no real military spirit and uniory 
can exist in a mercantile government, where tho 
lowest clerk has a high rank, and in which 
every new-comer may be indiscriminately received 
as an officer, may soon attain the most elevated 
rank, and whose sole object is to make a fortune 
by every means which this colony, so abundant 
in resources, presents. It is, however, indebted 
to these strangers for its numerous European 
population, without which it would be reduced 
to the few colonists who are fixed there. It 
will be easily perceived, that, without the natural 
defence of this island, the rnHdncss of its govern- 
ment and its adroit policy in keeping up a con- 
stant division of the most powerful princes, who 
govern under tlie title of allies, tributaries and 
protegees of the Company, and who are really 
under its dominion ; but for these conc urrent 
circumstances, the Dutch, unless they had a far 
greater European force, would have considerable 
difficulty in preserving their establishments in 
tlic island of Java. We may add, that the Com- 
pany has a great ascendancy over the princes of 
the tiiher Sunda islands, so that all the petty 
round about, although they have no com- 
relations with Batavia, do not feel their 
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power secure, unlil they have obtained the appro- 
bation of the governor-general, which they send 
ambassadors to solicit. 

Tlic population of Batavia, incliffling the 
suburbs, is estimated at about 160,000 inhabit- 
ants. 

The Chinese alone are 100,000, and in a 
great measure occupy the principal suburbs: the 
others live in the city. The natives, Armenians, 
Persians, Arabs, aod Europeans, make up the 
population. The latter are scarcely 12 to 1500, 
in the service of the Company and private mer- 
chants. Few of them sleep in the town where 
are their store-houses, to which they go at six 
o’clock in the morning, transact business till ten or 
eleven, and then return to the country, on acctAint 
of the Linwholesomeness of the city, ‘ and the ex- 
tieme heat, which compels the most inconsider- 
able private person to keep a carriage ; the heat 
is too great, and it would be attended with too 
much danger, to go on foot. If some Europeans 
do occasionally remain in the town, it is only 
from a desire of gain, which induces them to 
risk death or a state of languor, that they may 
have a better chance of doing business with the 
captains or supercargoes of the vessels which 
daily arrive. 

Noon is the general dinner-hour, and .ojic 
o’clock that of the siesta. Tiie climate r^dcr> 
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this life indispensable ; and, until five or six in the 
evening, no one is to be seen o*n business, which 
is almost wholly transacted in the morning. 

Aftec siesta the Dutch get into their carriages, 
and take a ride round the ancient kingdom of 
Jacatra, crossing the grand Chinese cemetery, 
which is nearly in the centre. In this burial- 
place are immense quantities of tombs, with 
inscriptions, specifying the time of the death, 
age, name, good qualities and virtues of those 
within. These tombs arc environed by cypress 
and many other small trees, and ornamented 
with more *or less elegance, according to the 
means of the surviving relatives. They con- 
sist of a cut stone three feet long by (he same 
width ; at the head is another stone of an ellip- 
tical form, set perpendicularly to a mass of 
earth, which slopes down behind ; on this stone is 
the inscription ; at the two sides arc long benches 
of turf or stone, as scats for the relations to 
repose on, under the shade of the cypress, when 
they come to perform their funereal duties. 

This ride is one of the finest imaginable ; all 
the ways which communicate with it are adorned 
with magnificent palaces, occupied by the coun- 
sellors of the Indies, the principal persons in the 
Coinpany’s service, and the richest merchants, 
Jn front of these palaces, parallel to the cause- 
way, is a navigable canal, crossed by bridges 

S4 
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very ingeniously constructed of bamboo, con- 
necting the opposite bank, which is covered with 
Indian villages, many of the huts of which arc 
scarcely visible thrbugh the cocoa, banan^a, pa^ 
paya, and other bushy shrubs which conceal 
them, and with which every hut is surrounded. 

Going straight from the city to Jacatra, before 
we come to the Chinese burial-place, and near’ 
one of the lodges of Freemasons, is the an- 
cient fortress, whither the unhappy prince of 
this kingdom withdraw when the Dutch had 
conquered it for the purpose of establishing them- 
selves there, and in which he died gloriously in 
the last engagement. 

The cause of the insalubrity of Batavia may, 
in a great measnn?, be attributed to the largc^ 
bank, of mud which has acrumulated opposite 
the mouth and across the river , of Jacatra; to 
the canals of stagnant waier which arc in the 
different quarters, into which all the filth and 
carcasses are thrown; retaining and spreading 
infectious effluvia in so hot a climate ; and lastly, 
to the nature of the soil, composed of wet marshes 
full of miasmata, which Incessantly exhale and 
produce the putrid diseases so fatal to Europeans, 
and even to the Chinefic and natives. 

The rhost hale and robust man, without having 
been guilty of any excess, is momentarily sub- 
ject tp be attacked by a disease and carried 
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off in a few hours, owing to the rapid progress 
which putridity makes in the viscera. A person 
should expose himself as little as possible to the 
night-ajr, eat and drink very moderately, and 
take much exercise on horseback — these are the 
most certain means of preserving health. 

The camp of Wclte-Freden and Jacatra, which 
are a league and a league and a half from 
the city, and where the Europeans in general 
reside, as the most healthy spots, are not exempt 
from disease. The body is in a continual perspir- 
ation, the pores always open, and, if at that 
time vve experience a little cool air, which is 
common in the morning and evening, from the 
land and sea breezes, the pores are instantly 
closed, and a slight attack of the ague shortly 
follows. You no sooner go to bed than it 
increases, and if its progress is not quickly 
checked, the senses are gone in five or six 
hours afterwards. Before twelve hours have 
elapsed, putridity has already commenced its 
ravages, and death ensues before the friends 
with whom the previous evening was probably 
spent, know of the illness ; consequently thcr.^ 
is no country in which the news of a death creates 
•so little surprise, whatever may be the interest 
taken in the life of the victim. 

When an European marries, the attorney who 
draws up the contract, at the same time makes 
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the will of the couple. The unmarried who 
have natural or adopted children, which is very 
common in this colony, or who wish to benefit 
their friends, make theirs in like manner t. This 
precaution is necessary on account of a law, 
whereby government is authorized to take pos- 
session of all succession -property, the heirs to 
^hich are not ascertained either by will or mar- 
riage-contract It is evident that the object of 
government, in making this law, was to prevent 
the disadvantageous consequences to which 
families would be liable from the sudden mor- 
talities of the climate. ' 

The only method of rendering Batavia mord 
healthy, would be to remove the banks which arc 
at tlie mouths of the rivers of Antijol, Jacatra^ 
and Ancka, and to make such a deplivity in 
all the canals, that the water cannot stagnate, 
but have an uninterrupted and sufficiently rapid 
current to carry off the filth which they are 
always filled with; to build good sluices to deaf 
them somewhat above their mouths, paiticularly 
at Jacatra, so that a considerable body of wa- 
ter falling, with great force, might carry off 

The expense of a will is fixed at ten rixdollars, which 
equal to five piastres, whatever may be its contents, and with* 
out any reference to the value of the legacy. 

f Independently of those portions pointed out by law, a 
will is requisite to give the heirs a n^ht to the residuary part of 
a st^gcession. 
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whatever had subsided at the enfranre of the 
river, and prevent the reaccinniilation of the mud 
forming another bank. The bank of Jacatra 
is always infested by a prodigious quantity 
of sharks and monstrous eaimans, a kind of 
alligator, on the watch to devour the carcasses 
which float down the river. 

The marshes also should be drained and 
brought into cultivation. This work has indeed 
already been commenced. On the plain of Ba- 
tavia is delineated, on the left bank of the river 
of Jacatra, between the town and the coast, k 
large flaf which they have been at work upon, 
but it is a slovenly performance ; part only has 
been drained, and it is always marshy, wet, and 
impenetrable. The policy of the Dutch may 
possibly too have some effect in the continuance 
of this unwholcsomencss. In the first place, 
these marshes are a natural defence, and the 
bfitish scpiadron, when it blockaded Batavia 
in 1804, only relinquished it from the mor- 
tality which prevailed in the squadron, neither 
officers nor men being free from it. They in 
fact lost so many men in this road, that when 
they wanted to weigh anchor they were neces- 
sitated to call in the remnant of the crews of two 
or three frigates to accomplish it. When one 
frigate was got under way, the same was done for 
the others. Another motive seems kho to affotfl 
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a justification of their neglect to render the 
country healthy; the insalubrity tends to keep 
away many foreign fortune-hunters who would 
swarm the colony too much. The gov^rnori 
and European merchants there, are used to the 
climate, and their constant residence in the 
country protects them against the bad effects of 
the unwholesomeness of the city air, fatal only 
to those who reside in it, or to strangers who 
Settle there for commercial purposes.; 

The environs of Batavia produce only a little 
corn, maize, and rice. The fruit-trees are the 
cocoa, arec^, ditferent species of the b'anana, the 
papaya, white and red shaddock, mangostan, 
rambootang, an enormous quantity of ananas, 
much betel, a creeping plant, whose aromatic 
leaf is chewed by all the Indians. Tbey^ spread 
over this green leaf a little slaked lime, and at 
one end, a small piece of areca nut and carda- 
mom ; they then roll it together and masticate 
it continually. They retain this composition in 
their mouths for hours together, which blackens 
their teeth and reddens their lips and gums ; but 
the Chinese and Malays consider teeth, black as 
jet, very beautiful. Many of the Malays affix a 
little curled tobacco, which always bangs out of 
the mouth, to one end of the roll of betel. 

At Batavia is collected saffron, and every kind 
ff allspice, which is much used iu whatever they 
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cat, particularly in rice, which is the principal 
food, as being a tonic, necessary in a hot 
climate, where the stomach is so easily dis- 
ordered. 

Food is cheap in this country ; poultry, par- 
ticularly Manilla ducks, are very plentiful: ten 
large fowls are sold for five francs, and other 
articles in proportion. Wine alone is dear ; in 
one part of 1 805 it fetched ten francs a bottle ; 
but from neutral and French ships coming in 
from the Isle of France, it was reduced to two 
shillings, which is g<yierally its lowest price. 
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CHAPTER III. 

TV/tf Chinese » — Ceremonies at their Feast of the 
Dead. — Peculiarities. — industry, — Domestic 
Virtues. 

On the 5(h of April, according to annual cus-^ 
tom, from sunrise, an pndless multitude of Chi- 
nese, of both sexes and all ages, some on foot, 
others on horseback or in carriages, repaired to 
Jacatra, near the sire of the capital of that an- 
cient kingdom, where are all the tombs of their 
countrymen. Tliese tombs were previously or- 
namented with bands of paper, or silk, of dif- * 
ferent colours, and three red wax tap?rs were 
burning on each. Every Chinese brought, or 
sent his slaves with, vmrious provisions, which 
were placed as offerings on the tombs. Tlic 
opulent were easily distinguished from the rest 
by the luxuriousness of their meats; there were 
dishes spread with all which the most splendid 
Oriental table could suggest, of viands, fish, fruit, 
sweetmeats, and drink. After having left these 
various provisions for some hours on the tombs, 
they ate part, offered, some to the spectators, 
and carried the rest away. Several, however, 
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left behind them roasted poultry, which they had 
kept whole on purpose. 

Women wept over the graves of their hus^ 
bands; •children deplored the loss of the authors 
of their days; and the old sighed for their faith-* 
fill companions, appearing to regret having sur- 
vived them. 

Moveable theatres are constructed at the side, 
and temples on the plain. These temples are 
large saloons, ornamented^ with grotesque and 
antique statues, especially those representing Josi 
in the midst of his family. 

Josi, a disci[)le of Confucius, to whom he had 
been servant, and afterwards his most intimate 
and confidential friend, who became the greatest 
legislator of that ancient nation, was. of the low- 
est and ryost degraded class of the people. After 
the death of Confucius, the emperor disgraced 
and banished him. He retired into the bosom of 
his family, and was reduced to his primitive sla-* 
tion, where he said that he found the happiness 
which he had lost during the whole time he bad 
directed the afiiiirs of the empire. To him, and 
to his laws, the Chinese are iiKlebtcd for the pre- 
servation of their manners, customs, and dress. 
It is in his retirement, surrounded by liis rela- 
tives, that he is represented and adored in tb^ 
temples ; a proof that the Chinese felt the extent 
of their loss in the change of. administration, 

t 
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and that they were sensible of the mildness and 
wisdom of the laws of Josi. Opposite to each 
of these Gothic idols were red wax tapers of 
difierent sizes burning, and small matt^hes of 
incense, which diffused "an agreeable perfume. 
Before, and in the midst of, these statues is a 
kind of altar, covered with the greatest dainties ^ 
in a room behind this altar is another attar back- 
ing the former, and surmounted by a statue of 
Josi and other figures, An old bonze, of vene- 
rable aspect, with a long white beard, stood up, 
reciting some prayers in a low voice ; he was co- 
vered, and continually balanced his body with 
great regularity; he had a piece of wood, like a 
ruler, in his hand, which he now and then let 
fall, and as often picked up again : at the end o? 
half an hour he withdrew. Under the*vestibule 
of one of the temples two victims, as burnt-of- 
ferings, were killed, and placed on a prop ; they 
were skinned, and their entrails taken out and 
get in front of (hem. One was a hog, the other a 
goat with the horns left on. The selection of 
these animals for gtcrifice originated with Josi, 
who justified the preference, inasmuch as these 
inimals, eating and destroying whatever might 
serve as food for man, could not but be an ac- 
ceptable offering. 

■The interior of the temple was filled with 
tables, where they ate sweetmeats and preserved 
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fruits, drank tea, and smoked. This seemed^ 
however, to be only permitted to* the bonzes and 
wealthy; for the multitude remained without, 
not daring to approach. Preparation was now 
made for the ceremoniat. A kind of vestry- 
room contained the ornaments and dresses for 
worship ; in this the bonzes^dressed and made 
every thing ready : behind it was a kitchen, pro^ 
bably for preparing the offerings. 

I'he dress of the bonzes consists of a tunic of 
viqljt silk, transparent as crape, thrown over 
their ordinary clothes ; they then gird themselves 
with a girdle ‘of twisted silk, ornamented with 
gilding, to which are attached the ornaments and 
instruments required for the ceremony ; over (his 
is ^ robe, whose long sleeves, embroidered in 
gold, turn ujp at the wrists. These robes are also 
violet, but of a kind of Pekin work, very strong 
and fine; they are close all round, and arc put 
on over the head. On the breast and back are 
two plates of gold embroidery, very rich and 
beautifully wrought. These pieces of embroi- 
dery represent a bird almost like an eagle. They 
have ornaments on their arms, also embroidered, 
and which closely resemble the amice. In their 
haftid is a large fan, the case of which is sus- 
pended from their girdle like a knife-sheath. 
Their head-dress is a white straw or rush hat, in 
the shape of a cone, at the ^oint of which is A 



2^2 ON tHE ISLAND OF JAVA* 

dead assemble and regaje themselves. The un^ 
happy strew along thergraves of their aucestorsi 
whom they most regard, amulets, to induce 
^hem to interest themselves in their misfortunes. 
These amulets are pieces of silk paper, on which 
is spread a sheet of leaf-silver ; it is considered 
to be paper-moDey,r which passes current among 
the dead. 

The Chinese are so numerous at Batavia, and 
so easily stirred up,, that the policy of the Dutch 
is always careful to give them some kind of 
amusement. To accomplish this, their chief, 
who has the title of captain, is obliged to main- 
tain, at his own cost, a troop of public Malay 
girls, termed rouguinsy and on the Malabar and 
Coromandel coasts hayaders* These girls, every 
day without exception, from ning o’clock at 
night till daybreak, act a play in the middle of 
the street, on a kind of theatre built in the 
Chinese campong. It is difficult to give an idea 
the performance, which always seems to re- 
present the wars of the Tartars against the Chi- 
nese. It appears as though various chiefs, dif- 
ferently dressed, their faces smeared black and 
wbite^ror masked, came to announce a new war, 
in which, they anticipate great success; they ha* 
. rangue the soldiers with variety of gestures and 
grimaces; then comes a general or high-pricsti 
by his dress, ^vho, after talking, exclaiips 
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and gesticulates some tiMp, gets up and seats 
himself on a bamboo-selt, raised on a small 
table of the same, placed to remain at the back 
of the c<fnire of the theatre. After he has made 
a kind of speech, the combatants appear. The 
Chinese have each a different head-dress and 
costume; they are armed with lances, or rather 
iron-shod sticks, seven or eight feet long, which 
Serve both for offence and defence They twist 
them about their bodies, an^ make use of them 
in parrying blows. The Tartars arc in uniforms, 
short coats, large trowsers, and hats or caps like 
a callottc ; they are armed with a sabre and great 
diield, which covers the head and half the body. 
These combats end with more speeches by the 
clflefs and high-pricst, on the courage of the 
soldiers. • 

The roaring music of gomgoms, which sound 
equal tp striking four or five great kettles, never 
slops during the performance. The rouguim 
enact every character. They always have a 
great number of Chinese, and some Euro- 
peans, strangers from Batavia, as spectators. 

About the theatre, and along the principal 
street of the Chinese campong, in the midst of 
which it is built, arc immense numbers of gaming 
and eating tables, all Chinese, The seats as 
well as tables are made of bamboo ; many stran- 
gers ^ake a walk and sup there : they cat with 



194- THB island Of JAVA. 

little sticks, which a« forks; the spoons 
are of fcommdn chins^ with a short crooked 
hilfldlc. Ift their eating- places is; an elldleSf Va- 
riety of victuals ; each portion is servccHip on a 
small plate like a saucer. The eatables consist 
of jelly, mince, or soup, and are almost always 
cold : their drinks, on the contrary, arc always 
hot; one kind, called toii)ou^ is made of afrack, 
sugar, and hot water. 

One of their favourite dishes is a dog, which 
they eat with every kind of sauce. They have 
a particular species with a smooth skin, which 
they fatten, and are very partial to, as well as 
to pig; of which no nation cats so much as the 
Chinese. The hundred thousand Chinese at 
Batavia may be reckoned to feed from three to 
four hundred thousand pigs: there is not a fa- 
mily which docs not keep many, and which 
contributes, in no small degree, to promote the 
bad air and filthiness prevalent in their campong, 
and'about their houses. 

Independently of the playhouse, in the streets 
of the campong, are processions Of men with 
masked or painted faces, kettle drums, gomgoms, 
and tambarines ; many are dressed as devils, who 
are carried in triumph on poles, and others in 
hampers, ornamented with paper, ribands,' and 
Ihtlc bells, seated on monsters, iik^ our reprC' 
sentatiou of sea-horses, 
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Tlie reason they give^or tliese feasta.' tarthc 
devil is, that the God of heavet and of earth 
being iniinitely good, it is not necessary to ka^ 
plope him; that* on the contrary, tlic devil moot 
be feasted and intreated, to amuse him, and 
prevent him, by this means, from temptations, 
and making tours fatal to the nation: conse- 
quently there is not a Chinese house which has 
not in the shop and chamber a great fat figure, 
painted on paper or On tljc vvall, representing 
Confucius, their first lawgiver, whom* they de- 
signate as a monstrous Chinese^ and the devil at 
his side tempting him. On each side arc pots of 
flowers, and tapers of red wax gilt, which arc 
lighted on certain days, together with a little 
lamp in front, as in small Romish chapels^ ^ 

U he Chinese girls are always shut up and em- 
ployed in sewing and embroidery : they are never 
seen in public, and are only known to be in tte 
house by an earthen vase as long as a common 
flower-pot, placed on the roof, ami wbicJi is 
broken on the day of their marriage, to signify 
that those who there are no longer to be 
disposed of. > Tlie marriages are made between 
the parents, without the couple ever holdii^ 
communication till theiF celebration. Once 
married, the women are equally shut up 
in the interior of their family, being only per- 
*nitted to see thchr relations; the poorer sort 

T 4 
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alone let them «vork . and serve in their shops, 
but they are tloscly hatched there. Notwith- 
etaoding the life of severity and slavery which 
the Chinese women lead, no people has more 
domestic virtues. The Chinese i$ a good son, a 
good father, good husband, and good friend ; 
he carries gratitude almost to an extreme : it is 
natural to them, and they have been frequently 
known to offer and divide their fortune, or what 
little they had, with^Europeans who had assisted 
or served them, and had become in turn neces- 
sitous. Many of the Chinese, however, are 
very depraved in their manners ; so avaricious 
are some, that they let out the persons of their 
nieces, and even daughters, when they are under 
their care. • 

Batavia affords many exartiples of Chinese, 
who, not having the means of making good their 
engagements, nor extending their tsadc, have 
made over their daughters to Europeans, as a 
security for money advanced. The wretched 
victims of this infamous traffic are slaves until 
the parents choose to redeem them by paying 
the loan : it is true that they transfer widows in 
preference. 

Little need be said on the commercial genius 
and industry of the Chinese, whose disposition 
in that respect is well known. There arc in 
and round Batavia some who carry m every 
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art and trade, engross all the house and ship 
building, and transact every kind of retail 
business. They are very active and ingenious, 
and particularly intelligent. They will execute 
any plan, however difficult; but they think 
extremely well of themselves, and arc so ex- 
cessively conceited of their own talents, that, 
in their opinion, no people can equal them^ If 
a comparison is drawn between two similar ob- 
jects, one made in their own, the other in another 
country, however inferior the former might be, 
they would give it the preference. 

They are ill adapted to military science; but, 
although cowardly and efFcminatc, are inclined 
to revolt. Their immense population renders 
♦ them very restless, but their insurrections never 
break out until they are fully assured that they 
arc three or four limes the number of their op- 
ponent!, and the same in their private disputes. 

In the villages of Java is always a Chinese 
chief, who is called a captain; in towns two, the 
second a lieutenant. These chiefs superintend 
their laws, reirgion, and private police. In se- 
rious matters, and in disputes with the Europeans 
and natives, reference is made to the fiscal, v 
The Chinese pay enormous annual duties on 
their industry and trade,, which are collected by 
the Company. They pay a duty for being al- 
lowed to let their nails growvery long, especially 
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those on their little fingers. This is considered 
a great luxury amongst them, as it is an une- 
quivocal jproof that they do not work for their 
living. " • 

The twisted tail, which they wear extremely 
long, sometimes down to their knees, pays in 
proportion to its length; which is regulated and 
measured every year at a fixed time. 

Their dress consists of large trowsers, and 
round coats which reach to the middle of the 
Ihfghs ; they are always of black, or very bright 
sky-blue. They use white for mourning, which, 
for very near relations, is designated by a rent in 
ibc collar. 

They have the dangerous custom of keeping 
corpses in the house for seven entire days, though,* 
from the heat of the climate, they become putrid 
in a few hours ; a custom pernicious not only to 
the immediate family, but to the neighbourhood. 
A Chinese bouse, where a death has happened, 
is known by a white cloth hung in lieu of the 
door. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Environs of Balavia.— FEelte-FredaL — Tanahang. 
-^Mesler^Cornelis* — Isles of Camhusa and Onrus^ 
^Description of Tijeleuking^Its false Bay\-^ 
Sacred Trees. — Tombs of the Kramates^-^Fege^ 
table Poisons. — Bohon UpaSy or ^hiiarsy 
Their Antidote — Andira. 

The camp where all the troops are, in bamboo 
barracks, situated near the city, being in a low 
and unhealthy situation, and the high regency 
of Batavia having, in 1799, received the 12th 
French battalion as an auxiliary troop, a new 
» camp was established in a woody plain, a league 
and a h^lf up the. country, upon an airy site, the 
land of which is dry and the vicinage little 
marshy^ It is called Weltc-Freden, and French 
Camp. The road to it is the fine causeway, 
which is part of the ride from Jacatra. Oh one 
side it is dotted with country-houses belonging 
to the counsellors of the Indies, and which arc 
so many palaces ; and, on the other, a navigable- 
canal, on the right bank of which are Indian 
hamlets. Quitting the city on the left, is a work 
called the Watcr-platz, which are some guns 
of a middling calibre, and a barrack and guard* 
house for the Madurans^and Sammanapps. Throe 
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quarters of a mile on this side the camp is a bar* 
rack an4 • post for cavalry entirely Europeans. 
In front of the military hospital is a fine 
sluice, placed on the great river, to preserve the 
water, which would otherwise be lost in a 
branch which there falls into it, and to supply 
all the navigable canals, and inundate the 
environs, in cas^ military operations should ren- 
der it necessary. 

After passing the slpice, leaving on the left 
the avenue which leads into the midst 6f the 
Chinese tombs, the camp appears in the shape 
of a long Square, about half a league in circum- 
ference ; on the tw^o near fronts arc the officers^ 
bouses ; those of the field-officers are isolated ; 
fh^ other form two rows of buildings, in • 
which each has his particular room, according to 
his rank. The barracks, which are built of 
wood and stone, occupy a third of the ground, 
on the side opposite the entrance ; the remain- 
ing space is appropriated for exercising. The 
engineers* camp has accommodation for four 
officers ; it is isolated, and within two gun-shofs- 
behind the extremity of the right front of the 
grand camp, in a small plain formed by a creek 
in the great river. Their residence occupies two 
fronts of the creek ; the intermediate jgrbund is 
planted with cocoa and different very large trees, 
Urbich always supply shade, air, bnd a pleasant 
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walks the situation is altogether picturesque; .As 
this place is very lonely, and the natives^ thievish 
and cfruel, particularly after smoking opium, an 
Europpan sentinel is placed there every night 
At the extremity of the little attached gardens 
runs the river with a small Malay village, and 
the hospital burial-grbund, planted with trees 
of different kinds in front. , An avenue, forming 
the left front of Welte-Freden, leads to a large 
Chinese village only separated from the barracks 
by a ditch, over which is'a bridge. A large ge- 
neral market is held there daily. 

The road from Mester-Cornelis joins the 
bridge; opposite the officers' dwelling, which 
occupies the right front of the camp, runs the 
* great road, which leads to a pretty country-house 
of M. Sjberg, the late governor. One end of 
the house joins the camp ; another is fronted by 
a Chinese village, and the great river runs be- 
hind it. The gardens, which are open to the 
public, are magnificent. 

Between the military hospital and horse ba|r- 
racks already mentioned, is Tanabang causeway, 
to the right of which is the grand cemetery of 
Batavia, surrounded by a wall seven feet high.? 

Tanabang is a large Malay village, in which 
arc several Chinese families; a great market is 
hqld there the year through. This village is pn 
a height, two leagues and a half from the city ; 
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tlherc is also a very pretty country-bouso^ belong, 
ing to counsellor Rymsdcck. On the sacne'^au^^- 
MfBy, a little beyond the cemetery of Batavia^ and 
on the same side, is an immense plain, ^ wheife 
ihc grand reviews and manoeuvring of troops 
take place. 

Mester-Cornelis is a small fort, a full, league 
from Welte-Prcden ; the road to it is very plea- 
sant and even, passing, from the camp, directly 
opposite M. Siberg’s front gate. A gun-shot 
farther, on the right* is a considerable Indian 
town ; a little nearer, on the other side, a Chinese 
village, and afterwards, at various distcnces, many 
other Malay towns, as large as the first, separated 
by meadows ; on the right is an immense plain 
of rnaizc, in which is another large Malay and, 
Chinese village, and beyond it an avejrjue lead- 
ing to a country-house, commanding a fine view 
of the plain. 

Oh this road are several varous^ or Indian 
huts, where are sold boiled rice and roasted 
mahie, to which the Chinese and Malays are very 
partial, as well as fruit and betel. 

The ground rises insensibly to Mester-Cor- 
nclis, which is discovered about half a mile off. 
This fort lies in a hollow, on the bank of the 
great river, and is commanded by a small height : 
on the right and left of the road are bamboo bar- 
racks for the Maduran artillery, of which thirds 
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the depot : the recruits ia daily training are ail: 
hundred. 

The fort is built of stone, but is not strong; 
the demi-bastions are scarcely two feet thick, 
and four high : it has some paodcrately sized guns, 
and is surrounded by a dry ditch, partly filled up. 
The entrance is by a stone bridge ; within is a 
guardhouse, occupied by M. Phils, a native of 
France, who, from major in the Dutch artillery, 
was promoted to the rank of licutenant-colond 
commandant of the plactf. He was one of the 
expedition sent in search of La Perousc, under 
the command of D'Entrecasteaux. 

At the side of this is another house occupied 
by European artillery. The fort is quitted by 
^ another bridge, on the opposite side, commoni- 
calii^ with a range of wooden barracks, in which 
are the artillery officers, and the companies which 
arc formed and trained there. 

A Malay prince has been many years confined 
in a small room behind the guardhouse : ho 
is the eldest son of the last king of Bantam 
but one. On his father s death he wished to en- 
joy his right of inheritance; but the India Com- 
pany thinking more politic to give the crown 
to his uncle, this prince made a considerable 
party in the country, and declared war against his 
uncle for the recovery of his throne ; but he was 
vanquished, made prisoner, and shut up in 
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Mester-Cornelis, under the responsibility of the 
commandant of artillery* ♦ ^ - 

prince goes without shoes, and in no 
other costume thin that of the common ^^alays ; 
his food is only nee, pimento, and fish ; with 
betel occasionally. He is attended by a Javan, 
and is allowed to walk in the fort-yard. He still 
expresses a hope of resuming his throne. He 
was so glad of a glass of arrack, which the Eu- 
ropean officers sometimes gave him, that he pro- 
mised to reward them tvhen he should be king ; 
blit the sentinels were shortly afterwards desired 
not to let him hold any communioalion with 
them. 

in going to Batavia, through the Straits of 
Sunday are several small islands; among them ^ 
that of the Great Cambtisa, which is not large 
enough to be inhabited ; but always has a small 
guard of artillery with one gun, as a signal to ships 
entering the Strait. Next to this, on the right is the 
isle of Onrus ; it is fortified with several pieces of 
caniton, 'fifty European infantry and some artil- 
Icry-men, the whole under the command of a 
lieutenant. The post is very unpleasant, from 
the unwholesomencss of the island ; it has been 
observed that no detachment ever returned from 
it complete; some always drop off, and the sur- 
vivors are in a very languid state. It is, notwith- 
standing, the only place where the Gompany^an 
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build and refit vessels. The timberoytyt*^ ars’ 
very good. 

About five leagues b. of Batavia is the great , 
Malay tillage of Tijelenking; it is intersected 
by a river which unites with the Antijo), and the 
raouth of which is at the extremity of a kind pf 
small bay, containing no where more than six 
or eight inches deptfi of water on an oyster- 
bottom. In the middle is a serpentine channel, 
which goes to thye mouth : k is twelve to fifteen 
feet wide, and two to four feet deep : it is only 
navigable for small country boats and large ca- 
noes, of which the river is always full, as far as 
a large woocjpn bridge which crosses it, and 
communicates to a considerable bazar, which 
lh*e Chinese hold all the year, for the sale of 
every kind*of eatable and stuffs used in India* 
At Tijelenking all the roofs of the bouses aremada 
of the leaves of the cocoa-tree, and which arc 
adopted in the environs of Batavia. From this 
place is derived most of the salted and fresh fish 
for the consumption of the city and the neigh- 
bouring country. Much salt is also made here. 

At the end of the bazar is a fine house be- 
longing to an European merchant. 

Along the coast and near the point which 
forms the false bay is ten feet water on a sandy 
bottom. Gojngout of the bay is tep feet water. 
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at the the channel^ aiid then gradually 

six, eight, and ten. 

short di^aoce from the village, m the 
right bankof Jhe rjver, above the bridge, ^are two 
roads which eross the country, to the back of Ba- 
tavia. On, the left bank, at the end of the bridge, 
is a great road leading to the sea-coast at Tani- 
jong-Priock Point, and thence, by Tolbruck, to 
the city. From the end of this bridge, where 
the great road begin% is a direct communication 
with the coast by a very narrow mound raised 
in the marshes, beyond a small wood which must 
be traversed to get to it. Half a league from 
Tijelenking, upon tlie coast, and on^the causeway 
of jBatavia, is a pretty seat of M. Van Basel, a 
Dutch mwhant. It is surrounded by a M^- 
lay village; the inhabitants subskt on fish 
and on the produce of the cocoa-trees, with 
which the coast and environs abound. The oil 
which they extract from the cocoa, when fresh, 
1$ as good as olive-oil ; but in a few days it is 
only fit for burning and tanning; the Indians, 
however, use it in frying. 

A little further, on the same side, is the great 
village of Coijackf half the inhabitants of which 
are Chinese; the housea occupy tl>e apace of 
three quarters of a* mile from the coast. Fish 
and cocoa- trees are also a principal part of their 
resources. The Chinese have several yards on the 
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eoa^ for buildmg wl rcpairiog 
Almost all the houses of this village are biaUt><^ 
bamboo, aoql raised on large piles ten 
the ground, especially those on the sea-shoA^ 
This precaution is necessary to secuae tbem from 
the tigers and serpents. Qoo room sery^^thc 
whole family ; the floors are made gf rotang with 
holes in it, tl^at the air mayx circulate freely ^ the 
beds consist of a single mat, as js the ease with 
all those of tlie natives ofnhe Sunda islapda. 

Next to this, still following the coast, is. the 
point of Xanijong-Prfock;* the joame of a large 
fine stone house belonging toi^^oi^Dsel^qr Ryms- 
deck. It is entirely isolated on ihe ^^-shore,and 
has no other protection than tl^t Indian 

huts. Tanijong'Priock Point is .t^nspicuons^ 
from lhe*iiany trees which surround akratnate^a 
tomb. 

The kra mates are Malay priests, who, having 
made a journey to Mecca, are considered as saints 
after their death. Those who survive," to make 
the situation of their graves respected, plant a 
tree, resembling the tamarind, which they eaU 
sacred and poisoned ; a very corrosive gum 
. oozes from it. They plant in addition, at the 
foot of each tree, a creeper, which soonentwiftes 
the trunk and branches,* and emits a liquor 
which is a very subtle poison. It is not improbable 
that this creeper gave rise to the fable of tlic 
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bohofi*!!^ atree ^^wbosesnelV* saysaDutck 
dodtoti *Mt ao powerful and poUonous^ that no 
plant aan grow within a league and a half of it» 
and all theUrds which eome within that distance 
of it instantly die 

The island of Jam contains every kind of ser- 
pent. The most dangerous, whose bite is mortal, 
are tht smallest ; they are scarcely thicker than 
a common candle, and ftom two to three feet 
long i their colours are various ; some are grey, 
spotted with white ; others green, with bright 
red spots and white streaks. They are common 
in the plain of Welte^Freden and about the en- 
gineers^ camp; attention istherefenre paid to exa- 
mine the rooms occasionally, for these reptiles 
often inskifiate themselves under the table, and 
bed9s. M. Tombe killed one which was pursued 
by a brothcr-<^ccr. He gave it two cuts with 
his sabre, and thought it dead ; but an hour after- 
warfs wondered to sec it move. It lived fifteen 
days, which was not consideted a matter of sur- 
prise, as it was of the species slowest ol^digestion. 
It measured sixteen feet in length, colour iron- 
grey with white spots, and of a most dangerous 
kind. 

toloneLLcgrevisse, a native of France, bom at 
Givet, who liad been twenty-five years in the 
Company's service, had, at his house, a live ser- 
pent which all the Europeans went to see. It wajl 
^ See oa Vegetable Poison»„ page 330,— 
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of the thickness of a man^ arm', and nearly twttity 
feet long. It woulidswaliow' a fowl swallow 
an oyster ; but it was not dangerous. Tbecf)^ 
nel has another, stuflod, as thick as a mant and 
fifteen feet long. These large kinds areiadtt com- 
monly found in theChineseand Malay oemeteries« 
The salamander is a: lizard as thick as an arm, 
and about two feet long. Tbia creature avoids 
man, but destroys poultiy, and the Indians 
therefore call it fOwl-eater. It is amphibious, 
and may be found ia'tBe morning on>tlie ri\^c 
sides*. • 

But one of the greatest’ ineonveniences .which 
M. Tombe experienced, particularly in the rainy 
season, was the clouds of great winged ants, as 
large as honey-bees, which so anooyed him, with 
their bu^^zing, that he was obliged,~in thft. middle 
of the night, to get out of bed, and walk into the 
yard till they had all entered j‘ for they, fell the 
instant after in every direction, particularly about 
his chamber-lamp. In the morning they lay 
upon the ground dead or crawling « and su(^ as 
could not get quickly enough into holes to bide 
themselves, were eaten or drawn away by a lesser. 

» 1 can wwcely think the reptile here spoken of, is the sah> 
mander. It. seems more Uketjr to be a sped« of the ^uana 
(Igoane Ambomensis), wUeh isarety common in the istsods of 
Java and Amboyna : io flesh is very defleate and savoury.— 
Smtim, 

« 3 



315 THB; IstAITO OP javA. . 

kind 6( black ant, nests of whfeh arc fotnid 
}n air parts bf the houses in spite of every pre* 
cantJoU to the contrai^y. To keep provision^ the 
feety whatever they 4ro placed in, ar5 pirt 
inlb }eg» or holes of rafter, which mast be aU 
w^ys kept full. ^ 

• There is likBwke the buifdifig-ant, which is 
the tftost^ destructive. In a wngle night these 
ants make aubtetranedos passages, whence they 
get about and into every Idiad of furniture, and 
gnaw # trnak of books, and papers, so 
as to tender them useless. If the servants ortco 
omM to destroy these kind^of galleries * the con- 
fei^td of *thc house Would almost be in danger. 
They ard called carias, and are so destructive 
that they eat aWay the wood, little by little, so • 
that hoosea have at last been abandoped, be- 
cause they We^ in danger of falling, (he timbCp 

Wai sO full 6f them • 

Tiie mbiHouke is an ahitnal less troDblesome, 
hut eifoally voracious. ’ It is a thick white 
mn^gut, WhioB lives in thb WtEfed;,*"'ati4vSo eats it 
away; that the back^ of chairs, and fect^Of draw'- 
ers, aHhbiigfi Apparently sOUnd, are frequently 
rotten within, and fall into dust when it is least 
suspected. This creature, may someiimes be 
hear^ at walk, a^ l^g as a s^k^wogta and 


* These white ants arc the tbiwes.— ^ 
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very white, a mere lump of fat* Thlsty aiier 
roasted together threaded on a little st!e)lt, ais^> 
arc ^clieate eating* They arc com^nonly foiintT 
on the Jpeet of old bamboos ^ 
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TttE existence of tbebohon-upasin the island p£ 
Java can scarcely bo a matter of doubt; and if 
Tombp has not m^t with it must be from 
not having traversed those districts in. which, unf?, 
happily for mankind; this dangerous tree gr5.wi,^ 
The following passage from “ The Monthly Re^^ 
pertory gives some prticular^ of the tree 
question. The writer ifl an JEngli^ho^, ap4: 
only signs his initials C H, 

In the year 1774 1 was stationed at 3atavia> 
as a surgeon, in (he service of the Dutch Easfi 
India Company. t)uring my resicte^^' thcre^^ 

* It is the larva of some targe beet 1 e.^.y««/>S. ' ^ ; 
f It is very singular, that a man of setehtoe literature,, 
for such M.' Sdiuiini certainly Is, should hurt ipade'a frterenct^f 
so incorrectly, that the article which he refers- to cannot be 
discovered by it. Such is the case with the present referent^* 
But far more citraordtnaf/ls it,'\hat a' georSnllin studied kk 
natural history should, at this dmeinot knojVjlhwtjauch an 9 ^^ 
count is the notorious fabrication whicb fiVst a^qiikecf celebrity 
in this country, by Dr, Darwin’s hitrodwctui|n of it into hlif 
“ Botanic Garden, or Loves of therlants,’* fiwmr’the LonddO* 
Magazine, into which it was translated Itiim thc^pubHcadfunf' 
M. Focrch; fora high character ofthc v^jbity 
page 330. I bavje retained the narraiiye, which die-reader^U 
probably perUsc If he has net alrrady met with adtf 
disposftiofn for rbmancc-read^. ue is n 
10 deprive C. H. ef ^h Nourishing laureb^ iawhiificycr>n«lv 
dioal b« n»y bayf planted 

r 



3ia OK-tm IfLAND OF JA^A* 

I fccciv€d several difEercnt accounts of tbe^bohoo-. 
upas^ and the violent effeois of its poison. , Xhey . 
all iheu seemed incredible to me, but raised my 
curiosity in so high a degree, that I resolved (o 
investigate this subj«:t thoroughly, and to trust' 
only to my own observations. In consequence 
4 )f this resolution, I applied to the governor- 
general, M. Petrus Albertus van der Parra, for a 
pass to travel through the country : my request 
wtis granted, and, having procured every informa- 
tion, I set out on my expedition. I had pro- 
cured a recommendation from an old Malayan 

E iest to another priest, who lives on the nearest 
.bitaWe spot to the tree, which is about fifteen 
or sixteen miles distant. The letter proved of 
great service to me in my undertaking, as that 
priest is appointed by the emperor to reside there, 
in order to prepare for eternity, the souls of those 
who, for different crimes, are sentenced to ap- 
proach the tree to procure the poison, • 

The bohon-upas is situated in the^ island of 
Java, about twenty-seven leagues from Batavia, 
fourtceii from Soura-ebarta, Uie seat of the em- 
p^or> and between eighteen and twenty leagues 
from Tinkoc, tlie present residence of the sultan 
of Java. It is surrounded, on all sides, by a 
ckcle of high lulls and mountains ; and the 
country round it, to the distance of ten or twelve 
miles from the tree, is entirely barren. Not a 
tree nor a shrub, nor even the least plant or 
grass, is to be seen. 1 have made the tour alt 
around this dangerous spot, at about eighteen 
mi^ distance from the centre, and i found th^ 
as^t of the country bu all sides equally dreary. 
The easiest ascent of the hills is frmn that part 
where the old ecclesiastic dVelU* From bis’ 

4 
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hoow the erimitmU are sent for^be^otsdn, into 
wbicti the pohits of all warlike instrumenta ore 
dipp^. It is of high value, and prodtiOjes a 
considerable revenue to the empemrP 

The poisbiv Which is procuted from thistree is 
a gum that issues out between the bark and the" 
tree itself, like the camphor. Malefactors who, 
for their crimes, are sentenced to die, are the 
only persons who fetch the poison ; and this is 
the only chance they have of saving therr livels. 
After sentence is pronounced upon them by the" 
judge, they are asked in court, whether they will 
die by the hands of the exteutionelp,' or' whether 
they will go to the upas-tree for a box of poison} 
They commonly prefer the latter proposal, as 
there is not bnly some chance of preserving their 
lives, but also a certainty, in case of their safe 
return, that a provision will be , made for them 
in future by the emperor. They are also per- 
Inittcd to ask a favour from the emperor, which 
is generally of a trifling nature, and cbdimonly 
granted. They are then provided with a silver 
or tortoiseshell box, into which they are to put! 
the poisonous gum, an.d are prOpferlytinstructed 
how to proceed while they are upon their dkd- 
gerous expedition. Among other particulars, they 
are always told to attend to the direction of the 
winds ; as they are to go towards the tree^ befbre 
the wind, so that the effluvium from the trefe i$ 
always blown from them. 1 hey are told 
wise, to travel with the utmost dispatch, asfthat 
" is-4j[ie only method of insuring a safe 
They arc afterwards sent fo the hoitse of llie^d 
priest, to which place they are comfoonlf*if^^ 
tended % their friehds ^tnd relations. Here th% 
generally remain some days, in expecfatlon of a 
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favoumble htcczc^ During that time tha a^ahs* 
fiiaatic prepares (hem for their future tale by 
prayers and iadmonitions. When the hour of 
their departure arrives, the priest ptits thom on 
a tong leather cap, with two glaSm befoce . their 
eyes, which comes down as far as their breast, 
and also jp^rovides them with a pair of leather 
gloves. Tmey arc then conducted by the priest, 
and their friends and relations, about two miles 
on their journey t here the priest repeats his in- 
structions, and uAh them where they are to look 
for the tree. ' We shows them a hill, which they 
are told *to ascend^ and that, tm the other side, 
they will find a rivolcti which they are to 
and which will conduct them, directly to the 
upas. They now take leave of cachT other ; and 
amidst prayers for their success, the delinquents 
hasten away. The worthy old ecclesiastic has 
assured me, that during his residence there, for 
upwards of thirty years, he had dismissed abord 
seven hundred criminals in the manner which I 
have described, and that scarcely two out of twenty 
returryed. He showed me a catalogue of all the 
unhappy sufferers, with the date of their de^ 
parture from his bouse annexed, and a list of Ibe 
offences for which they had been condemned; 
fo which was added, a list of those who bad re- 
tmrned in safety. I afterwards saw another list 
of these culorits, at the jail-keeper’s at Soura<- 
charta, and found that they peefeeth corresponded 
witir each other, and with the diff^nt informa- 
tions which I aftcrwaixls obtained^ kwas present ^ 
at some of these molancboly ceremonies, and 
desired different deluiqnents to bring with tbem 
some pieces of the wood, or a small branchy ’Or 
some icates of this wondeefuT tree, I have abw 
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sitk^cord^, desiring Ihem to ineasui^ 
its fhicKft'ess: ^i^nevcr could ptocorc more thaiP 
two dfy leaver, 4hdt were picked up by odo of 
theto o»^f^hi9 fetdrA and all 1 could learn from 
hirtt,' ^diJoeroing tree itself, was, that it.stood 
ort tfiA border' a rivulet, as described by (he 
old priest *, that it wa^ of a middling size j that 
five or six young trees of the same kind stood 
close by it ; but that no other shrub or plant 
could be seen dtear it ; and that the ground waa 
of a brownish sand, full of stones, almost im- 
pracHcable tor travelling, and covered with dcad^ 
bodies. After many conversations with the old- 
Malayan priest, I questioned him about the first 
discovery, and asked his opinion of this dan- 
gerous tree; lipon which he gave me the follow* 
ing answer : — ‘ We are told in our new Alcoran, 
that, above an hundred years ago, the country 
around the tree was inhabited by a people 
st?ongly addicted to the sins of Sodom and Go* 
morrah ; when the great prophet Mahomet de- 
termined not to suffer them to lead such detestable 
lives any longer, he applied to God to punish 
them ; upon which God caused to grow out of 
the earth this tree, which destroyed them all, 
and rendered the country ever uninhabitable.* 

“ Such wa^ the Malayan opinion. I shall not 
attempt a comment ; but must observe^ that all 
the Malayans Consider this tree as an holy in-- , 
strdm^t of the great prophet to punish the sina 
mankindV^and, therefore, to die of the poisb^' 
of the Upas, ^ 'genei^ally considered among them 
an ItonouraWd 'death. i]pr that reason t als6^ 
observed, that tbO delinquents who were going 
to the treej'Wetc g^ierally dressed in their best 
apffatel; Thi^ hoVever is c^tatU, though it may 
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appear incredible, ths^t, from fideep to oightce^ 
miles round this tree, not only Qo huoGUin crea- 
ture can exist, but that, in that space of ground, 
no living animal of any kind has ever been dis- 
covered. I have also been assured, by several 
persons of veracity, that there are no J^sh in the 
waters, nor has any rat, mouse, or any other 
vermin, been seen there; and when any birds 
fly so near this tree that the effluvium reaches 
them, they fall a sacrifice to the effects of the 
poison. This circumstance has been ascertained 
by many delinquents, who, in their return, have 
seen the birds drop, down, anji have picked them 
up dead, and brought them to the old ecclesi- 
astic. 1 will here mention an instance, which 

E roves the fact beyond all doubt, and which 
appened during my stay at Java. 

“ In 1 775 a rebellion broke out aptong the sub- 
jects of the Massay, a sovereign prince, whose 
dignity is nearly equal to that of the emperefir. 
They refused to pay a duty, impose^upon them 
by their sovereign, whom they openly opposed. 
The Massay sent a body of a thousand troops to 
disperse the rebels, and to drive them, with their 
iamiUes, out of his dominions. Thus four hun- 
dred families, consisting of above six hundred 
souls, were obliged to leave their native country. 
Neither the emperor nor the sultan would give 
them protection, not only bepause they were 
rebels, but also thrgugb fear of displeasing their 
neighbour the Massay. In this distressful 
tion they had no other rcspurce than to repair to*^' 
the, uncultivated parts round the upas, and re- 
quested permission olf the emperor to settle there. 
Their request was granted, on condition of their 
fixing their abode not mpxt than twelve or 
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teeti miles from the tree, in order not to deprivO 
the inhilsitants, already settled there at a greater 
distance, of tlwir Ian^« With this they were 
obliged to comply; bat the consequence was, 
that, in Ihss thah'^two months, their number was 
reduced to about three hundred. The chief of 
those who remained returned to the Massay, in- 
formed him of their losses, and entreated his 
pardon, which induced him to receive them 
again as subjects, thinking them sufficiently pu- 
nished for their misconduct. I have seen and 
conversed with several of those who survived, 
soon after their return. They all had the ap* 
pearance of persons tainted with an infectious 
disorder; they looked pale and weak, and, from 
the account which they gave of the Ipss of their 
comrades, and of the symptoms and circumstances 
which attended their dissolution, such as con- 
rplsions, and other signs of a violent death, I 
was fully convinced they fell victims to the poi- 
son. This Violent effect of the poison, at so 
great a distance from the tree, certainly appears 
surprising, and almost incredible ; and especially 
when we consider that it i» possible for delin- 
quents, who approach the tree, to return alive* 
My wonder, however, in a great measure <^scd, 
after I had made the following observation : t 
have said before, that malefactors arc instructed 
to go to the free with the wind, and to return 
agmnst thb wind. When (he wind continues to 
JbTow from same quarter, while the delin- 
quent travel^ thirty, or sijt-and-thirty miles, if 
he be of a good constitution, he certainly sur- 
vives. But what ptoves’ the most destructive ia, 
that there is no dependence on the wind in that 
part of the wprld for any length of time. There 
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are no cegnlar land-winds ; and the sea- wind is 
not perceived there at aJI, the skuation hmT the 
tree being at toogreat a distance, and surroundal 
by high mountains and uncdtivatcd forests. Be* 
sides, the wind there never blows a freSh Tcgtilar 
gale, but is commonly merely a current of light 
soft breezes, which pass through the different 
openings of the adjoining mountains. It is also 
focquently difficult to determine from what part 
of the globe the wind really comes, as it is di- 
vided by various obstructions in its passage, which 
easily change the direction of the wind, andoften 
totally destroy its Effects. I, therefore, impute 
the distant effects of the poison, in a great mea- 
sure, to (he constant gentle winds jn tli>8e parts, 
which have not power enough to disperse the 
poisonous particles. If high winds were more 
frequent and durable there, they would certainly 
weaken very much, and even destroy, the oj)- 
noxious effluvia of the poison ; but without them 
the air remains infected ^nd pregnant with these 
poisonous vapours* I am the more convinced of 
this, as the worthy ecclesiastic assured me, that 
a dead calm is always attended with the greatest 
danger, as there is a continual perspiration is- 
suing from the tree, which is seen to rise and 
spread in the air like the ^ putrid steam of a 
marshy cavern. 

“ In the year 1776, in (he month of February, 

I was present at the execution of thirteen of the 
emperor’s concubines, at Soura-charta, who- were^ 
convicted of infidelity to the emperor’s bed. It 
was in the forenoon ^ about eleven o’clock, when 
the fair criminals were led into an open space 
within the walls of the emperor’s palace*^ There 
the judge passed sentence on 4hcm, by whi^ 
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(loomed lo suffer death by a knort^ 
poiaoned wkb upss. After thn the Alcoran vas 
presented to them^ and they were, according^to 
the low of their great prophet Mahomet, to ac- 
kf)OwlcJdgc, and to affirm by oath, tbot the 
charges brought against them, together with the 
sentence and their punishment, were fair and 
equitable* This they did by laying ?their right 
hand upon the Alcoran, their left hand upon 
their breast, and their eyes lifted towards heaven ; 
the judge then held the Alcoran to their lips, and 
they kissed U. .These ceremonies over, the exe- 
cutioner proceeded on his biisincss in the follow- 
ing manner: Thirteen posts, each about five 
feet high, b^d been previously erected. To these 
the delinquents were fastened, and their breasts 
stripped naked. In this situation they remained 
a short time in continual prayer, attended by 
several priests, until a signal was given, by the 
judge, to the executioner; on wliich the latter 
produced ♦an instrument, much like the sprmg- 
lanoet used by farriers ibr bleeding horses. With 
this instrument, it being poisoned by the gum of 
the upas, tlte unhappy wietdhes ware lanced in 
the middle of their breasts, and the operation 
was performed upon them all in lew than two 
minutes. My astonishment was raised to ithe 
highest degree, when I beheld the sudden effects 
of that poison, for, in about five minutes after 
they were lanced, tbey were taken with a tremor 
.attended with a suhukus after wirich 

they, died in the greatest agonies, crying out to 
Qpd and Mahomet for mercy. In sixteen mk 
nutes, by u^y watch, wWch I held in my hand, 
all thj^ criminals were no more. Some hours 
after their death, Jl observed their bodies full of 
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livid spots, much like those of iht pitechitt^ thdf 
faces swelled, their colour changed to a kind of 
blue, their eyes looked yellow, &c. &c, 

“ About a fortnight after this, 1 had an opportu- 
nity of seeing such another execution •at Sa* 
marang. Seven Malayans were executed there 
with the same instrument, and in the same man- 
ner ; and I found the operation of the poison, 
and the spots in their bodies, exactly the same. 

‘‘ These circumstances made roe desirous to try 
an experiment with some animals, in order to be 
convinced of the real effects of this poison ; and 
as I had then two youhg puppies, 1 thought them 
the fittest objects tor my purpose. 1 accordingly 
procured, with great difficulty, sonjc grains of 
upas. 1 dissolved half a grain of that gum in a 
small quantity of arrack, and dipped a lancet 
into it With this poisoned instrument 1 made 
an incision in the lower muscular part of the^ 
belly, in one of the puppies. Three minutes 
after it. received the wound, the animal began 
to cry out most piteously, and ran as fast as 
possible from one corner of the room to the 
other. So it continued during six minutes, 
when all its strength being exhausted, it fell 
upon the ground, was taken with convulsions, 
and died in the eleventh minute. I repeated this 
experiment with two other puppies, with a cat, 
and .with a fowl, and found the operations oi the 
poisons in all of them the same ; none of these 
animals survived above thirteen minutear. 

** I thought it necessary to try also the effect of 
the poison given inwardly, which I did in the 
following manner: I dissolved a quarter of a 
grain of the gum in half an ounce of arrack, aiid 
made a dog, of seven months old, drink it. In 
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minutes after, a retching ensued, and 
obseiircd, at the same time, that the animal vvai^ 
delirious, as it ran up and down the room, fdl ' 
on the ground, and tumbled about ; then it rose 
again, cned out very loud, and about half in 
hour after was sciicd with convulsions, and didd, ’ 
I opened the body, and found the stomach very 
much inflamed, as the intestines Were, in som^' 
parts, but dot so much as the stomach. There 
was a small quantity of coagulated blood in the 
stomach ; but I could discover no orifice from 
which it could have issued ; and therefore sup- 
posed it to have been squeezed out of the lungs, 
by the animars straining while it was vomiting. 
From these e:fperiments I have been convinced, 
that the gum of the upas is the most dangerous 
and most violent of all vegetable poisons; and 
1 am apt to believe that it greatly contributes to 
tlig unhealthilness of that island. Nor is this the 
only evil attending it: hundreds of the natives of 
Java,^s welTas Europeans, are yearly destroyed, 
and treacherously murdered, by that poison, 
either internally or externally. Every man of 
quality or fashion has his dagger or other arras 
poisoned with it ; and, in times of war, the Ma- 
ia)ans poison the springs and other waters with 
it: by this treacherous practice the Dutch suf- 
fered greatly during the last war, as it occasioned 
the lossMof half their army. For this reason they 
have ever since kept fish in the springs of Which 
they drink the water, and seillincls are placed 
near ttem," who inspect the waters every hour, 
to see^hether the fish arc alwc. If they marctx 
with an artey, or body of troops, into an ene* 
coufttry; they ^always carry live fish with 
themV which Ifacy throw into the water some 

X 
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hours before they venture to drink it ; by whic.^ 
sneani they have been able (o prevent tlieir total 
deatruction.” 

Other travellers have given ncarjy similar ac- 
counts of the bohon-upas, but they rather in- 
cline to the marvellous, A scientific gentleman, 
who accompanied D’Entrecasteaux in his expe- 
dition in search of La Perouse, M. Deschamps, 
a physician, assert|,that the bohon* upas certainly 
epeists in Java, but that the stories with which it 
abounds only arise from mistake. The follovying 
notes on the subject' of this tree were communi- 
cated by M, Deschamps to M. Malte-Brun, who 
has published them in his French edition of the 
Voyage to Cochin-China, &c. by Borrow, vol. ii. 
p. 267, &c. 

“ The bohon-upas is common in the province of 
Balembouang. it looks like an elm ; and grows 
to the height of about thirty or forty feet. ITic 
leaves are alternate, oval, and rQugh to the 
touch. The flowers are dioecial and axillary. 
The male, formed of a round receptacle, sprin- 

with stamina, resembles that of a doorstania: 
(he female has two pistils. The fruit is round, 
arDd contains a kernel. On breaking a branch 
of 4 he tree, a milky juice runs from it, and im- 
mcduitely condenses itself : it is the famous poi- 
son, Mixed with the blood, it kills almost in- 
stantaneously. The Javans cat the animals 
killed by means of this poison,, without feeling 
any ill effects from it,. 

The fiction whjch has gone abroad of Ae^very 
atmosphere ofthe tree being mortal, is unfounded, 
as I have myself cut branches from it ; but ori- 
ginates in theTollowing circumstaace : 

The sovereigns of Java, who are much cm- . 
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barrasfscd by the great number of brothers whidi 
the custom of polygamy produces, get rid of 
them, by'^banishing them, wiih other state-cri- 
mioals, to very marshy and unhealthy islands, 
situate oti the southern coast ot the great island. 
As the greater part of fhese exiles perish there, 
the people have the idea that they arc killed by 
the exhalations of the bohon-u|)a3.' — 

M^fnoir on ihe Sfrychnos-tieute, jintiaris-ioxicana^ 
and Atidira Harsfieldii^ of the Island of Java. 
By M, Leschenault , Naturalist travelling at the 
Expense of Government. — Taken from Aunaks 
du Muslum JHistotre Naturelle^ Cap. XL XJf. 
f. 457 . in which are engravings of the three 
plants. — Editor. 

In the equatorial regions, the juices of plants, 
incessantly at work, from the effect of continual 
vegetation, have a degree of intensity far beyond 
that in temperate countries ; plants, whether sa- 
lutary or the reverse, have greater power. This 
fact is proved by the great number of valuable 
products which the arts and physic are obliged 
to procure from hot climates, at a heavy cx* 
pense. If some of these products can be sub- 
stituted by analogous plantvS in our own cliniat^ 
they are very inferior in quality and in efficacy; 

There undoubtedly are no plants more 
noxious than those which supply the inhabitants 
of the place where they, grow with the poison 
’ which they put on to the points of tlicir arrows : 
these poisons are secreted under different forms 
in vegetables, whence they arc extracted by va- 
rious means. Man, always ready to lay hoM on 
whatever can add to bis strength, seems every 

. X % 
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where to have ' discovered this fatal secret of 
nature; and to have added thereto, to utmost, 
cither by a mixture to increase the activity of 
these poisons, or by his mode of making use of 
them. • 

The use of poisoned arrows is of remote an- 
tiquity : the Gauls employed them, but merely 
in hunting ; the Scythians and Brachmans as- 
sailed the Macedonians with poisoned arrows. 
It is prevalent in the hot countries of both hemi- 
spheres ; but European travellers, either misled 
by the natives, who seem, universally, to make 
a secret, to foreigners, of these dreadful prepa- 
rations, or not having made the necessary re- 
searches, have hiiherto given but very vague and 
indefinite accounts of the effects of these poisons,- 
and of the plants which produce them. The 
savages of Surinam are known to poison their 
arrows with the jnicc of a large tree, but tjic 
species of tree is not known; the ahouaiguacu, 
plane or curara, and the woorara, which grows on 
the banks of the Amazons River, are plants 
which the natives of America use for poisoning 
their weapons, but we have no description of 
these plants. Salt, sea-water, or sugar, taken 
in a great quantity, are said to oppose their ac- 
tion. M. de la Condamine, in the account of 
his voyage, gives some detail of the poison pre- 
pared from the Ticunas : he says, that more than 
thirty species of herbs or roots, and particu- 
larly certain creeping plants, arc in the compo-^ 
sition which is in common use in the Amazons 
River; but he describes none of the vegetables of 
which it is composed. According to his account 
there is no danger in eating the game killed with 
arrows dipped in tfaU poison; the natives assured 
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luitj that sugar was a certain antidote to it. M. 
clc la Con^arnine procured severaT of these poi^ 
soiled arrows^ and, above a year afterwards, made 
experiments with them at Cayenne. Animals 
struck with these arrows died in terrible convul- 
sions; a fowl pierced, hut instantly made to 
swallow sugar, survived : other experiments were 
afterwards made by him at Leyden, where the 
sugar given to the wounded animals succeeded 
but indifferently ; a hen which swallowed a con- 
siderable quantity seemed merely to live some- 
what longer than the rest. 

Tlie celebrated travellers, Baron Humbolt 
and Bompland, have, however, ascertained the 
mode of preparing the poison used on the Ama- 
zoiivS River, and the creeper curara which sup- 
plies it: they happened neither to find it in 
blossom nor in fruit; but Messrs, de Jussieu and 
\Yildenow, after examining its branches, are of 
opinion that it belongs to the genus coriaria.- 
Subjoined is*an extract of a letter from M. Hum- 
bolt, on the poisons of South America, and a, 
note, communicated by M. Bose, on the plant 
which the North American savages use fpr poi- 
soning their arrows t 

‘‘ On the Oroonoko, from the cataracts of 
Atures to the sources of the river (east of Mount 
Duida), the natives distinguish two vegetable^ 
poisons by the names of curara of roots, and' 
curara of the stem, of a creeper. The Indians 
.who inhabit the village Mandavaca, situate on 
the banks of the Casiquarc and Esmeralda, are 
famous for preparing these fioisons, which are 
equally in use in war and in the chase: they form 
a vary considerable branch of trade. Half a pound 
of curara, preserved in the fruit of the crcsccntia, 
3 
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co^ts the missionaries of St. Francis frpm six lo 
seven francs, about* the price of eight to ten days 
labour. Thousands of Indians make daily use 
of arrows poisoned with the curara, without 
knowing the plant whence it is derived :®its pre- 
paration is the secret and monopoly of some old 
men, termed Masters of Poison. In crossing 
from Rioterai to Punich, in the forests of Javita, 
while our canoe was got over the carrying-place 
of Rio Negro, our guide was an Indian, who 
was acquainted with the creeper, the root and 
stem of which supplied the raiz curara. The 
name of this creeper 'is mavacura : it has the ap- 
pearance of a phyllanthus, but the leaves arc 
contrary, oval, pointed at the to^, and have 
three cavities. 

‘‘ In going up the Casiquare, the arm of the 
Oroonoko which connects that river with the 
Guiania, or Rio Negro, we undertook the dan- 
gerous course of the Esmeralda, for the sake oT 
seeing the poison prepared. The creeper which 
is used conjcs from the distant mountains of 
Quanaya and Jumariquin: it is also called ma- 
vacura i but it seemed, both to M. Bompland and 
mys< If, to be a rubiacea, from its stipula and 
opposite leaves. Frona the same place is pro- 
cured the juvia, described by the name of Ber- 
ikoleUia ixctlsa, in our equinoctial plants, and a 
gfags or reed, the joints of which are nearly six 
mctr(;s in length. 

“ I’o prepare the curara of Esmeralda, they 
scrape the rind and sap of the stems of the ina- 
vacura, throw cold water upon it, filter the 
infusion, which is yellowish, and concentrate it 
by fire. It is absolutely false that blood, poison 
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of vipers, and other ingredients, as father Gu^ 
milla mentions, arc mixed with it, 

As venomous juice is not sufficiently 
thickened by the fire, to give consistency to th6 
poison, •the glutinous juice of the keraca-guero- 
tree is put to it : it is thfs juice principally which 
gives the curara the carbonic and olive tint, 
which makes it resemble opium. As the manu- 
facture does not always succeed equally well, 
poisons of very different strength are found on 
the Oroonoko. They catch the small monkeys, 
which they sell to the white people, by wound- 
ing them with arrows, the point of which is 
touched with weak curara, and put common salt 
into the sore, to prevent the operation of the poi- 
son. Throughout the whole district of theQroo- 
noko, the muriate of salt-wort is looked upon as 
the most active counter-poison : unhappily salt 
is very scarce south of the Cataracts. 

* “ In 1802, when M. Bompland and I were 
on the baaks of the Amazons River, we were 
not so fortunate as to procure the flowers of the 
creepers, which yield the famous Ticunas poison, 
and that which is made at Mojpbamba. We 
kept up a correspondence for a year after with 
the governor of the province of Jaen de Braca- 
moros, to obtain from him the blossoms 4Dd 
fruit ; we only got the latter, and, from their ia- 
scition in a common receptacle, we supposcd.the 
plant to belong to the menispermis family. 

Those so experienced iq travel as you are,^ 
know the obstacles which impede botanical re- 
search : plants, even under the equator, flouridi 
only in particular seasons. It is fortqnato. Ja 
procure the leaves or the fruit ; but leaver, fnjH, 
fmd blossom together, are more than cm 
X4 
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hoped for. You, my friend, were more fortu- 
nate in the forests of Java: your discoveries 
respecting the boa-upas are the morH^Dportajit, 
as all naturalists had conspired to confuse the 
object so worthy the attention of the literati. 

All the poisons oft South America are con- 
centrated juices, thickened by evaporation ; the 
ebullition makes the poison more active, while it 
decomposes the venomous principle of the jatro- 
pha manihot. The curara is known in Guiana 
as a remedy which strengthens the stomach ; it is 
always tasted by a purchaser, being active in 
proportion to its bifterncss, and acts as poison 
only when it comes in contact with the blood. 

Humbolt, 

Paris, 22 November 1810.” ‘ 

The cynanque of Carolina, of which there 
is a drawing by Jacquin, termed vincetoxicon 
gonocarpos by Walter, and gonolobus macrc^- 
phyllus by Michaux, passes, in the country, for 
the plant which the savages use fo^ poisoning 
their arrows. For this purpose they mix its juice 
with little balls bf white clay, which they then 
place in cavities made on purpose, somewhat 
above the point of the arrow ; this clay, being 
moistened by (he blood, remains in the wound. 
The savages are said to have retained to this 
plant the name which formerly designated its use. 

I brbtight some seeds from America with me, but 
they have not grown.” — Bose, 

Bruce gives some details of the vegetable - 
poisons with which the natives of southern Africa 
poison their arrows; The plants whcpcc these 
pbisons are extracted are the Amaryllis disthica, 
euphorbia caput Medusae^ and a species of rbui. 
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A young negro, named Bognam-nonen-der^a, 
of the Macpas tribe, on the western coast of 
Africa,"^ the service of the celebrated traveller 
Michaiix, the elder, told me that, in his coun- 
try, arrows were poisoned by steeping them in 
the juice of a plant combined with the venom of 
an animal, which, from his description, 1 con* 
ceive to be a large species of scolopendra. Thun-* 
berg says, that the Hottentots employ a poison 
prepared with the juice of a kind of lignum vita? 
(sideroxilum toxiferuni, denominated by M. De- 
leuze, in a note on Darwin, cestrum), and the 
venom of a serpent, but 4 ie enters into no parti- 
culars of its preparation or effects. 

The famous poison which the Indians of the 
archipelagt) of the Moluccas and the Snnda Isles 
make use of, known by the name of ipo and 
upas (wordl which in those islands mean ve- 
getable poison), has excited the curiosity of Eu- 
• ropeans beyond every other, because the accounts 
given ofjt have been exaggerated, and accom- 

f ianied by the marvellous with which the people of 
ndia like to adorn their narratives. These po- 
pular stories have been collected and confidently 
repeated by travellers, in other respects of value, 
from their excellent observation and long la- 
bours. In the Ephemerides des Curieux He la 
Nature, decurie z, year 3 (1684), obs. 45 and 
54, are the accounts, of Andre Cleycrus and Speil- 
man, of the poison of Macassar, as an anUdbte 
to which they administer human excrement, taken 
internally, wjhich acts as an emetic. 

The laborious Rumphius calls (he tree which 
produces the ipo, arior^ toxicaria. He r^peala 
what he was told by the natives, and gives an 
incomplete descfiptiou and print4of the tree, from 
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a bnmch and fruitj which were sent to hritt. I 
have reason to think that he was decked, ft 
least in the fruit, which certainly does dm belong 
to the tree which furnishes the poison. Thim- 
berg and AcymelceOs, according to the patch 
Iravellers above cited, writleh a dissertation 
on (he ipo of Macassar. Tlie inestimable trans- 
latof of Darwin, M. Deleuze, gives an extract 
from the (iissettatiort, in a note, with a caution 
against believing the circumstances which it con- 
tains. The whole Of these travellers have 
merely repeated what they were told *. they tnay 
V accused of too grcartrediility, but not of wilful 
inisrcprcsentation. It is not so with one Foerch, 
a Dot( h physician, wl)0 has endcavouied to mis- 
lead Europe with a degree of impudence scarcely 
to be believed or forgiven. After paving made 
a collection of the most absurd stones, to which 
he has added'his own inventions, he, bn his re- ^ 
turn (o Europe, gave, as an eye-witness, a nar- 
rative *, accompanied by all those itfinute and 
circumstantial details, which are generally the 
^eal of truth, and which prevent a mao being 
accused of falsehood, unless he is held in the 
♦most profound contempt. This ridiculous fable 
lias been long properly appiteiatcd, and hts 
been satisfactorily refuted by m. Charles Coque- 
bert in the Bulletin des Sciences de la Society 
Philofn^tique. The naturalists and literati of 
Europe, without having any ikitb in these fables, 
'Wished to know the precise nature of these poisons. 
Inquiry was ipade at Java, but it was pTMuetiVe 
of littfe satisfaction, owing to the secrecy observed 
hy the natives. T^ey gave the lie to the fiction^ 


♦ Sec jjttje 
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which had been spread abroad, but they did not 
ascertain the fact as to what really was in exist- 
ence. 

While Labillardicre was at Java he never 
hear* mention of it. liOrd Macartney, on his 
way to Batavia, made some inquiries, the result 
of which went to treat, as fabulous, the accounts 
brought to Europe, but gave no further satis- 
faction ; the same answer was also given to the 
directors of the Dutch India Company, who 
wrote to India for information. 

When I set out upon a voyage of discovery to 
the southern hemisphere, the respectable and 
learned M. dc Jussieu recommended me, in 
the event of my landing at Java, to make every 
possible iAquiry on the subject. I was very de- 
sirous to resolve the question, to which fortunate 
chance and some perseverance of research, have 
now enabled us to speak with certainty. 

. I procured not only the two species of poisons,^ 
or upas^ which are collected and prepared at 
Java, but also those of the islands of Borneo and 
Macassar : I brought to Europe a great quantity 
of them, with which M. Dclille, physician and 
botanist to the Egyptian expedition, and 
Magendle, have made an infinity, of interesting 
experiments, which show the activity and mode 
of action of these poisons on the animal economy. 
These experiments, managed with equal skill and 
care, have been the subject of two memoirs read 
at the Institute, and of a dissertation 
before the Faculty of Medicine at Paris, by 
Delille. 

1 shall now give the fiistory of these poisons, 
how they arc prepared, and a description of the 
plants they are ej^tracted from. ^ 
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I procored the poison, which, in the isfandf 
of R)rn€ 0 , is called ipo^ at Sumanap inU^e isle 
of Madura A boat coming from tMar coun^ 
try, had on board one of those men who in- 
habit the interior of the mountains, and aft de- 
nominated orang-daias; they are easily recog- 
nised by their arms, which arc talowed with a 
blue substance which I suppose to be indigo. 
They arc the only people of the island who arc 
in possession of the secret of ilie plants which 
furnish the ipo, and who know how to prepare^ 
k ; they keep it carefully rolled up in palm- 
leaves. The orang-dai&s, to check curiosity, or 
hr some other reasons, talk much of the danger 
attendant on collecting the ipo ; he whom I saw 
had a kind of pointed tube like a pea-shoolcr, and 
a small quiver full of poisoned arrows ; they are 
the weapons most in use among the islanders 
both in hunting and in war : I Ixmght them of ^ 
him as well as three rolls of ipo, on the gathering 
and preparing of which, not a word ^neb be 
said was reasonable. The only positive fact I 
got from him, and which 1 afterwards verified, 
was, that the poison was prepared from very 
large creepers. 

The orang-daias make their arrows with bits 
of sJit bamboo; they are very thin, and about' 
c^ht inclies long; at the upper end is a bit of 
pitb very like that of the elder*trce, which serves 
to force the arrow from the tube by the breath, 

& pea-sbooter. The arrows, used in the 
ebase> are headed with sharp iron, and coated with 
ipo ; those intended for^war have a small shark^s 
tooth or copper blade, which, sliglitly inserted in 
tim shaft of the arrow, is only fastened by the 
jrcsinous gum of the ipo ; the warmth of the ^ 
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blood dissolving it in^^fantly, the point remains 
fixed Ujtlio wound, after the arrow is withdrawn; 
and tlie^reat quantity of poison it is plastered 
with, mixes in the blood, and causes speedy 
deattf. I made many experiments with small 
arrows coated with tWs ipo, on fowls, and on a 
dog ; the fowls died in one, two, and three mi- 
nutes, according as I suffered the poison to dis- 
solve in the wounds; the dog died in eight 
nutes; I struck the arrow into the fore part of the 
thigh, about half an inch, and let it remain in 
till he died. All the animals died in violent 
tetanous convulsions, which threw them back- 
wards, and were intermittent. 

The orang daia showed me howto soften tlic 
ipo and lay it on to the arrows. He took the 
root of a species of menispermis, by the Malays 
called touba; from which heexpressed the juice, 
and mixed it with the ipo; he then put someor 
this root into a pot, over the fire, with that <pf 
the dioseorea triphylla, in Malay, gadon ; he 
added a small quantity of water; shut the pot 
with a lid, in the upper part of which he made^ 
little hole for the steam to pass through, and, 
with the steam, he softened the ipo, and spread il 
on the arrows ; he said that this was the method of 
his country, and that it revived, and gave a new 
strength to the poison. 

The poison of Macassar, also called ipo, was 
given to me by M. Carrega, captain of a ship in 
the Dutch service, on his return from a voyage 
to that country. He learnt that it was a resinous 
gum from a large tree, rnixed with the juice of 
the root of the atnomdm zerumbet, by the Malaya 
termed laropouiang ; he gave me no more partw 
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culars, but I found that it was the same as pue of 
those of Java of which I shall now treat. 

There are two kinds, known by thtf^amc of 
upas, which the inhabitants, principally of the 
eastern part, lay on small bamboo arrows, ^hich 
they blow through tube^ and employ in the 
chase ; they also mix the upas with rice or fruit ; 
with this mixture they make a bait which soon 
destroys the animals which take it ; the flesh of 
the animals so killed, or of those wounded with, 
the poisoned arrows, retains no noxious quality ; 
it is only requisite to cut out the parts, 
in immediate conlacf with the poison. The 
plants which produce them will only grow in the 
province of Bagnia-vaugni ; one of these poisons 
is the upas anliar; the other, upas\ieute; ibe 
latter is the strongest and least known, because it 
appears that the natives, even amongst themselves, 
make a secret of the preparation, which is much 
more complicated (ban that of the upas antiar. 

During the flrst part of my stay at»Java, my 
researches were useless ; at Batavia and Samarang 
I learnt absolutely nothing; 1 was only told 
some absurd stories not worthy repetition, nearly 
similar to those which Foerch relates. At Soura- 
carta, the residence of the Sousounan, or emperor 
of Java, I was told that the upas existed in the 
province of Baguia-vaugni, which I visited 
towards the end of July 1805. It was a Javan 
whom I took into my service, and who killed ro^ 
some birds with arrows tipped with the upas 
antiar, who pointed out to me the tree which 
yields the poison, and taught me the pre- 
paration by making it in my presence. Ob- 
serving that I attached some value to the 
knowledge, he told me, that there were, in the 
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mountaioSf some men who knew of. anotliec 
species of iipas which was still more violent ; 
th^t, fiN^is own part, he was ignorant respect- 
ing it, except that be. was told k was fetched a 
long way off, and from places very difficult and 
-dangerous of access. •! immediately desired tiuimt 
tp bring me one of the men, to whom I gave 
some money, with a promise of more if he would 
give me infornnation. He told me that, in fact, . 
he had some of the poison, but that the mati 
who gave it to him had died long since, without 
telling him whence he got it ; at tl)e same time 
he offered to sell me some, I told him, that I 
did not want the upas, hut only to discover the 
place it came from, and the plants which sup- 

f )licd it ; that if he could and would have iu- 
brmed me, I should have given him the sum he 
asked, at the same time showing some piastres, 
which excited his cupidity. He then confessed 
• that it was extracted from a creeper named tieutc, 
which gipws in the circumjacent woods, and was 
prepared from the rind of the root ; that thovse 
who were in possession of the secret never made 
the preparation without concealing themselves in 
the depth of the woods. He then conducted me 
about a league and a half from the Dutch fort, 
into a place where 1 saw several of these creepers. 
They had neither flower nor fruit, d took many 
specimens of the plant, while the Javan unco- 
vered and took up great pieces of the root. 
When I got home, he grated it carefully, pajdng 
great attention not to mix bits of wood with the 
rind, which he kept together, and part of which 
he put into a copper pot of water; when the 
rind had boiled some time, he poured off the dc- 
coction^ and added a further portion of rind i 
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this he repeated three times, when he sufSircd' 
the extract to reduce itself to the consigtAOcy of 
treacle: when the preparation was ot/the point 
of being completed, he threw into it two onions, 
a clove of garlick, a good pinch of pepper, two 
pi^es of the root of the Kaempheria galenga, 
which the Malays call konkior; three small bits 
of ginger, in Malay djiaha, and a jingle grain of 
capsicum fructicosum, or pimento. This mix-* 
(are being made, ho left it a very short time on 
the fire ; he cleaned it, turning his head away, to 
avoid inhaling the steam of the kettle: about 
three pounds of rind gave nearly four ounces of 
extract. 

I instantly laid some on two plccCtS of bam- 
boo, and, by, the Javan’s advice, let them 
dry before I used them ; I then pricked a middling- 
sized fowl in the belly; it died in violent convul- 
sions Jn the space of about a nainute: another • 
full-grown strong fowl died in the same way in 
two minutes, from a wound at the bottom of the 
leg; a very strong wild cock, pierced in the 
thigh with a small arrow touched with this upas, 
after it had been exposed to the air for three days,, 
died in four minutes; two dogs, slightly pricked 
in the buttock with the same arrows, died ini 
half an hour. 1 only particularize these expe- 
riments, which arc uninteresting after those made 
by Messrs. Delille and MageOdic with the same 
substance, to show that this poison lost nothing 
of its strength at the end of four years, the re- 
sult, of the experimejits, in both cases, being 
nearly similar. 

The repeated experiments, so carefully mgde 
by Dclillc and Magcndic, which leave nothing 
to be sought for as to all the organs of the ant- 

o • 

mal economy, show that the poison acts “ by the^ 
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Kray oFlbe absorbent and sanguiferous I'vsaels, on 
the roanwwi^ the spine/' and, by its iTritat?on> 
causes tetims^ asfhjieia^ and death. 

The upas antiar is prepated from the re* 
sinous gum which issuer from a very large tree,; 
from notches made in the trunk. This poison is, 
prepared cold in an earthen vessel ; with the 
resinous gum are miKed grains of the capsicum, 
fructieosum, pepper, garlick, roots of the Ksem- 

1 )heria galenga, maranta Malaccensis, by the Ma* 
ays called bangla, and those of the costus Ara- 
bicus, named kouljia : each, of these substances 
is pounded and mixed slowly, except the corns 
of the capsicum fructicosum, which arc rapidly 
thrown, one by one, to the bottom of the vessel, 
by means of a small wooden peg; each grain oc- 
casions a slight fermentation, and rises to the 
surface, whence it is taken and another thrown 
iu, to the number of ten ; the preparation is then 
finished. 

The cfFecf of the upas antiar on the animal 
economy is less immediate than that of the upas 
tieute, and its operation is different. A small 
water-hen, which I pricked in the thigh, with an 
arrow, recently prepared, died in three minutes ; 
at the moment of its death it had a strong con* 
vulsion, and at the same time threw up the food 
which was in its stomach. An azurin, in Ma- 
lay ponglor, a bird as large as a thrush, also 
pricked in the thigh, died in the same space of 
. time, and with the same symptoms. The upas 
antiar occasioned every animal which was 
wounded strong evacuations both ways, gene- 
rally frpthy and tinged wiA wen. M. Delille, 
to whom I sent a considerable quantity of thW 

y 
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poison, made a variety of experiments, d he ^re- 
sults of which were pretty nearly the§a«ie. 

From these various observ^ions ^^vaay be in* 
ferred, that the upas antiar acts first as a purga- 
tive and emetic; it then presses on the brain; 
the functions of which it disturbs, and causes 
death, accompanied by tetanic convulsions. The 
ipo of Macassar acts in (he same way ; and, from 
the accounts given to M. Carrega, proceeds from 
a large tree, and is obtained by incision. This 
similarity of circumstances, and of climate, affords 
a reasonable supposition that it is the same as the 
upas antiar. The same reasoning applies to the 
ipo of Borneo, which is the juice of great creepers, 
and acts in the same way as thg upas tieute, 
which it also resembles in its excessively 
bitter taste ; I therefore think tiiat this substance 
is the same, but the preparation is different. 
At Java this |irepa red poison resembles thick au4 
very hrouu laaclc, which is kept in small bam- 
boo tubes; similar to what 1 brought. That of 
Boi neo, on the contrary, is concrete, and is kept 
in palm-leaves ; to giv(! it this dry consistency, 
it seems to be mixed and beaten up with a kind 
of earth. 1 dissolved some ipo of Borneo in 
water: ft sediment took place of a brown and 
brittle stibstance, which, after being washed in 
a great deal of water, and dried, retained little 
of its bitterness. 

The arrows of the Javans differ from those of 
the inhabitants of Borneo. The bead, instead 
of terminating with sharp iron, is shaped like a 
very fine long awl,* so tliatit is very brittle, and 
remair^ fixed In the wound; and, as M<^fDeHlIc 
has well observed, the . smaller the wouad the 
greater the danger : when the aperture is l^rge 
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it frequently occasions a considerable hemorrhage, 
and the»b1pod, which flows abundantly, carries 
with it the^ poison, as fast as it dissolves, and 
weakens, or even destroys, its effect. 

The Javans say that t|ieTcmedy for this poison 
is sea-salt, taken in large quantities. From my 
own and M. Delille’s experiments it appears 
that this remedy is of very little or no efficacy, 
^nd seems to me only to torment, without giving 
relief to the victim. 

I have observed, and M. Delille confirms 
the observation, that the Jiquid poison, intro- 
duced into a wound, is less violent than when it 
has dried on the instrument which gives the 
wound. It appears that, in a fluid state, it mixes 
with the blood, and runs out with what escapes ; 
which is not so in the other case, where absorp- 
tion takes place, in proportion as the poison dis- 
jBolves. In the serous cavities and digestive 
channels the absorption goes on very well, al- 
though thc*upas be extended by much water, or 
mixed, as a liquid, with the aliments. 

The antiar is a monoecias tree, of a new species, 
which I shall call antiaris ioxicaria\ it is very 
large. I have always found it in fertile places, 
and, owing to such fertility, surrounded by a 
great number of vegetables, to which its proxi- 
mity is in no respect detrimental. Its trunk is 
straight^ with protuberances at its base, like those 
of the common canarium. Its rind is whitish 
and smooth; the wood white: the leaves fall be- 
fore it flowers, and do not put forth again till 
after the fall of the male flowers, when the buds 
are impregnated ; thCy are oval, coriaceous, ge- 
nerally curled ; of a pale green colour, dry con- 
syitcncy, unpleasant to the touch, coveped with 
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short rough huir. The kavfsg of vtry young 
antiars ar6 different from <hoae of the fulUgrowa 
plant; they, arc about six inches aisuoii 
scssiles, shaped something like a spatula) a little 
indented at the edges, and not so rough !^Ss those 
jof the old trees. The juice of this tree is very 
viscous and bitter ; that which comes from tha 
young branches is white, and from the ’trunk 
ydlowisb : it flows plentiflilly on a notch being 
.Cut in the bask. . 

The emanations from this juice^ like those 
which come from the sumacs and eupliorbias, OC 
from the raancenilUer of America, are dangcrousi 
particularly to those the texture of whose' skin, 
JOT whose constitutions are more disposed to ab-r 
sorb these emanations; while others arc not at 
all affected by them, as the following -circum- 
stance proves. 

The tree which furnished me with the specif 
mens of the plant and upas which I , brought 
home, was al>ovc a hundred feet high, and the 
base of its trunk about eighteen feet in circom^ 
ference, A Javan, whom I employed tp get 
me ^ome branches of the tree in flower, w^as 
obliged to climb up and cut them* He had 
scarcely climbed twenty-five feet when he found 
himself so indisposed that he was forced to come 
down. He swelled, and was ill several days, 
experiencing vertigo, nausea, and vomiting; 
while another Javan, who went to thevvery top, 
and brought, me exactly what I ttoired, was 09^ 
irr the least incommoded. Having afterwards 
felled one of the trees, which was four feet 
round, I walked in the mh)st of the hvuk^ 
branches, had my bands and face besmear^ ajl 

ovor with the gum which issued from hj ^ttd Wt 
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DO incoDvenicnce : it is true, I took the precaution 
of waslyr^ myself immediately. The approach 
to the antitfrjs, in no respect, noxious to ani^ 
mals; I have seen lizards and insects on its 
trunk, *and birds perching on its boughs. 

The antiar* belongs to the nettle family, and 
nearly approximates to the brosimum. 

The tieute*)* is a new species; it is a very 
large creeper, which 1 found in fertile places. 
Like the aotiar, jt is noxious neither to animall 
nor to vegetables ; it reaches to the tops of the 
highest trees. No juice runs from its stem. Tts 
root strikes about two feet* into the earth, and 
then extends several fathoms horizontally ; the 
root is as thjck as a man’s arm, ligneous, and 
covered with a fine reddish brown rind, bitter 
to the palate. This bark furnishes the gunt 
with which the upas is prepared; it does not 
run from it, but is obtained solely by ebulln 
tion. When the root is cut fresh, it emits a 
great quantity of tasteless innoxious water. The 
wood is of a yellowish white, moderately hard, 
of a spungy appearance : its smell is not strong, 
but rather nauseous; the bark of the stem is 

* Aiuiaris toxic8ria^ arbor monoica. 

Flores masculi, axillarcs, plures, super receptaculom com- ' 
mune im|k)siti : rcceptaculum pifefforme, longe-pedunculattrm, 
convexum, Hregulare^ subtus squamulatum squafnulis 
catisraris, supra squamosum squamis rectis, autheras subsessilea 
<iuo-iocuIares, (Hstinguciuibus et apice curvu obtegentibus. 

Flores feminei solitarii axillares subsessilesj squamulfie de- 
cern vel duodecim imbricadm circirm’ positae, appress* call* 
cem supplentes ; germeh unum; superium styli duo longi, di- 
varlcati; stigmata fluo acuta ; semen, unum, calice persisnente, 
drupaceo tectum ; drupa pruniformis, obiiqua, vestigia squa- 
mularum evanida, 

S^chUos tieutet inermis; ctuie sarmentoso exceiso; 
folhselli^cis,apicibus acutis; cyrrhis simplkibui incrassatis. 
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reddish, that of the yonng sprouts aM 

smooth; the axillary brandies are slender arni 

very divergent; the leaves are ophite on a sbrat 
neikl • they have three cavities, of which the two 
lateral ones do not extend quite to the t^P> 
eUiptical and sharp, full; smooth, . 

green; the very ’fish! 

young boughs have tendrils in shape . J 
hooks ; these tendrils are few, opposite to the 
leaves inflated towards the top, vvith a very little 
sSa at the base, which is perhaps merely the 
remnant of the leaf, of which this assumes tha 

Atthough M. Dclille, who has rnade endless 

Sif “'““'I* 

?„The Moluccas and Sunda islands, by the names 
of ipo and upas, and perhaps too the poiOTn 

fseyc, the PhiUppinet »« 

.E?«.&dpoi»n , b., .« 



ON THE ISLAND OP JAVA. 343 

those extracted from the strychnos tieute and 
antiaris toxicaria, and that the only difference 
consists in mode of prqpaxin^ it, which can 
in no instance augment their malignity to the . 
pitqb of producing the phenomenon, . which 
some travellers pretend. • I moreover am of opi- 
-nion that the greater part of the preparations, 
which are ad 9 pted and transmitted by prejudice^ 
are of no effect ; the substances made use of for 
that purpose in Java, all pungent and aromatic, 
have never been supposed hurtful, and the unpre-* 
pared upas, with which I have made some expe- 
riments, seemed no less vioWnt than (he other. 

Artec having described the two plants siip- 
posed to be the most noxious in Java, I shall 
mention one,* which, among the inhabitants, has 
a contrary reputation. 

This plant is a new species of the an'dira. 

It is very rare, and is found in the Tingar rnoun- 
fains in the district.of Passourouang. The na- 
tives terrti ii prono-djivo, which signifies giving 
strengrh to the soul. The Javans look upon the 
fruit of this plant, reduced to powder arid 
mixed ^ith food, as a preventive against 
a multitude of diseases, giving power to the sto- 
mach and fU,i:f!stijQg the effect of poisons.^ They 
also use a^pecific against I be, bite of venom-* 

ous beasts ; in this case they mix it with lemon- 
juice, 'and ifjiply |t ‘to the woufid. The berries 
are hitler.^ I named (>lbis plant Harsfieldii, fro^i 
Mr. Harsficld, an American physician and bola- 
nist, v\h6 is prindipa Ify engaged, tit Jata, indn- 

'~JTir rr.^. — — ttt* — T~ r~ ' — “ * r — 

<ie Sainte-Croix lias not,f«en tlie planU which yield a 
poison killing with violent convulsions j he told me that the 
inhahitaots keep the preparation secret. « 

Y 4 
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restigating the vegetable produciiont of titrtj 
island which may be of service- in the medical 
art, in the num^rof which, according to the 
natives, this holds the first rank. 

Jlach fruit of thedndirn Harsfieldii * cotfimoftiy 
«cll^ in the country for»about two pence half- 
penny to five pence, a large sum for the Javansi 
and which is a proof of their confidence in its 
virtue* 

« -j- ^perimmts wUh the Upas Antiar'^y ly jj* t. 
Broahy Bsq. F. R. S. — Read at the Ray (id 
Aetyy a ut February^ 1 8 1 1 

Experiment a i.*— 'About two grains pf this 
poison were made ihto a thin paste of water, and 
inserted into a wound in the thigh of a dog* 
Twelve minutes afterwards he became languia; 
at ^hc end of fifteen minutes, the heart was 
to beat very irregularly and with frequent inter* 
missions; after this he bad a slight rigor* At* 
the end of twenty minutes, the beat very 
feebly and irregularly $ he was languid ; was sick, 
and vomited; but the respirations were as fre^ 
quent and as full as under natural cironnstances, 
and he was perfectly sensible. At the end of 

^ Andira Harsfieldii: flores papfUiQiiacd), wH* arccotatun 
Wigibboi^us, lifnbu$ <^inque-dviitatus subwqdith; veallhim 
ftretum alls, ^tiale; €arin»dtiopdaUi; icatmiuid«<mdiideU 
pha^ stamen superum Ubenim; antbem. p«rv«; ^emaen 
^longpm stipitatum ; stylus unici^ brKvis ; legumen siccum, 
non dehiscent oiivae-forme nitidlim Violacduin j aUum-sper- 
q^um semen, membrapulS, yestitum. ^ 

f £hiloso{^e«i TraneK^ttom, Part I. ^St 
X We arc iqformcdj that ,thp island of Javt produces two 
powerful vegetable poisons,, to one of w filch liie nstlres give 
the nam'e of up(as deut^, and to the dther that of upsfs alinar. 
I waraupplied with a quantity of the latter diroug^ the k!n4- 
ness of Mr. Marsd^n, who had aome of it kr his poise$si<m: 
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twenty minutes he suddenly fell on onestdoi and 
was apparently dead. I immediately opened 
into the thoraXi and found the heart distended 
with bloocf in a very remarkable degree, and to 
have entirely ceased contracting. There was 
QOe distinct and full inspiration after 1 had begun 
yaking the incision into the thorax. The ca- 
vities of the left side of the heart contained 
scarlet blood ; and those of the right side contain- 
ed dark-coloured blood, as in the living animal.’* 
Exp. 21. — A small quantity of upas antiar, 
prepared as before, was inserted into a wouhd in 
the thigh of a young cat. • She appeared languid 
in two minutes after the poison was inserted. 
The symptoms which look place did not essen- 
tially diffet from those which occurred in the 
last eaeperiment, except that* t&ere were some 
ccmtulsive motions of the limbs.** 

** At eight minutes after the poison was in- 
• serted^e lay ont one side, motionless arid hisen- 
eible^ tlie heart could not be felt; but the re- 
spiration had not entirely ceased. On opening 
into the^thoraxi I found the heart to bate cealsed 
contracting.^ It was much distended with blo(«d, 
and the biodd of the left entities was of a scarlet 
colour. There were two full inspirations after 
the incifiiotf of the thorax was begun. On irri- 
tating the heart with the rpoint of the scalpel, 
slight contractions took plac^ in the fibres of 
the appendices of the auricles, but none in any 
other part.** 

Exp. experiment was repeated ori 

a rabbit. ' Tbo symptoms produced were similar 
to those in the last experiment; but the animal 
did not vomit, and the convulsive motions were 
in a less degree: he died eleven minutes after the 
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poison was inserted. On opening the chest, the 
heart was found lo have entirely ceased contract- 
ing: it was much distended with blood, and the 
blood in the cavities of the left side was of a 
scarlet colour. On irritating the heart wUh the 
point of the scalpel, the* ventricles contracted, 
but not sufficiently to restore the circulation.** 

“ Exp. 24. — About agrain of the upas antiar 
was inserted into a wound in the side of a rabbit. 
He was affi cted with symptoms similar to those* 
before described, and died in ten minutes after 
the poison was applied. On opening the thorax, 
immediately after death, the heart was found to 
have ceased contracting, and the blood in the 
cavities in the left side was of a scarlet colour.** 

“ Exp, 25.— It appears from these experiments 
that the upas anfiar, when inserted into a wound, 
produces death (as infusion of tobacco does 
when injected into the intestine), by rendering 
the heart insensible to the stimulus of the blood, 
and stopping its circulation. The h^art beat^- 
feebly and regularly before either the i n notions 
of the mind or the respiration appear to he af- 
fected- Respiration is performed even after the 
circulation has ceased; and the left side of the 
heart is found, after death, to contain scarlet 
blood, which never can be the case where the 
cause of death is the cessation of the functions 
of the brain or lupgs. The convulsions which 
occur when the circulation has nearly, ceased, 
probably arise from the diminution of the supply 
of blood to the brain, resembling those which 
take place in a person who is dying with bsetnor- 
rhage;* ^ ^ 
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CHAPTER V. 

t 

Astassmation of the King of Bantam. — Coronation^ 
of his Successor,— Sketch of the Kingdom,— Kims 
of the Dutch on the Lampons Country, — Factories 
of the Islands of Borneo, Timor, and Bymqn, 

Oh the night of the i8th or 19th of March 
1804, the king of Bantam was murdered in his 
bed by one of his grand-nephews, a young prince, 
son of him confined in Mester-Cornelis fojrtr 
This prince, to. carry his intention into efTect^ 
disguised himself as a female, that he might 
obtain admission into his uncle's seraglio, and 
get to his bed-room. He concealed himself under 
the bed, lind waited the return of the king, who 
was gone to dine on board the ship of the Dutch 
admiral Hartzing, whose division was moored in 
the road. 

This event was said to be the result of a popu- 
lar conspiracy against the king, who was pre- 
tended not to be the Icgitin^atc sovereign, being 
only brother to the king last deceased, as has 
been already stated. 

The murderer, instead of saving himself, or 
running to attack whoever was near him or in 
his way, as the Malays generally do in their 
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rage, con^sscd bis guilt, anddelirered htmself 
to the Putt^h resident, saying, that he had just 
revenged the injustice done to his father, the 
Icgitiraate sovereign of the country, who was 

their prisoner <, ’ 

Agreeably to the law of retaliation, which 
prevails among the Indians of this part of Asia, 
the assassin was immediately put to death in the 
same way which he had himself adopted; and 
^h^ high regjency held an extraordinary sitting to 
proceed to the appointihent of a successor. 

^M. Eyseldyck, counsellor of India, and then 
dir^tor-gencral, was fixed on by thfr high re* 
gcitcy tp elect and crown the new king m the 
Company’s name. He set off on the 27lh of 
^^rcbL for 3 antam> in a ship armed on pilirpose, 
aepompaujed by four of the first merchants, as 
commissioners. He had also a guard of honour, 
copsisting of a. lieutenant,^ sci'geant, two corpo- 
rals, eighteen grenadiers of tfacMsth battalion, 
and as many Dutch i.tb'is guard was commanded 
by lieutenant-coloncli . then major, Legrevisse. 
The counsellor, on his arrival at Bantam, as- 
sembled all the princes, patys, and mandores, 
before the people ; addressed them on the duties 
they had to fulfil towards their soverri|^, and 
announced the prince whom the high regency 
bad appointed to rule over them. A large pair 
of scales wu set up. before the palace gater 
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young giris brought fruit, flowers, 
hind of herb which the country proflucM, ^ 
baskets ; pkcing th«ni in one stale, tite 8p<> 
pointed prince beiog placed in the opposite scak^ 
and having weighed down all these prodbetioos, 
which were to represent those of the earth, he 
was acknowledged and proclaimed king; the 
counsellor at the same time placing the crown 
upon his head and embracing him; all the 
princes, his brothers, and even his father, pro- 
strated themselves at his fiMt, to evince their re- 
spect for him. The king then promised to be a 
faithful ally to the Company, and ratified the 
engagements of bis invdecessor, relative to as- 
tistanco of what men might be needful in case of 
.war, and to the delivery of all the productidhs of 
his territory, at the price and on the -conditioni 
which were established of old. 

The ceioBony took placo'under a discharge of 
the palace and fort guns, and was terminated by 
feasting, which continued flfleen days. During 
this time the king was installed, and examined 
into the situation of his kin^om. The new king 
made every one a present of money, from the 
counsellor dowm to the private soldier this pre- 
sent was t»kea fipoia the Irea^ry. 

Thesocereqionies of Bantam always prove fatal 
to those' who are sent upon them, for the air ia 
still more pestilential there than at Satavia ; all 
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the' grttiftdiers and European subalterns died 
eithdr" during their stay, or after their return; 
orily two or three of the French and bfficers were 
aaved. The secretary Schmith likewise* fell a 
victim to it.‘- M. Eyseldyck, bis wife who had 
followed him, and major Legrevisse, together " 
with the four merchants, all experienced putrid 
disorders, which brought them almost to the 
grave. 

The kingdom of Bantam was formerly the 
greatest, and its sovereigns the most powerful, 
of the whole island of Java ; but it has been 
innch reduced since the Dutch have** interrupted 
its communication with the other parts of Javfc-, 
by taking possession of the kingdom of Jacatral 
II includes, notwithstanding^ a great extent of* 
territory, from the river Tangarang, two leagues 
from Batavia, and which serves As its boundary, 
to the western extremity of the islands Its po- 
pulation is considerable, and is much increased 
by the Maduran deserters, slaves, Chinese bank- 
rupts, and even murderers, who take refuge 
there; for, besides its proximity, they are at- 
tracted thither by the certainty of finding an 
asylum, because, the natives not being subjects 
of th6 Company, the country is privileged, and 
the Dutch police can. neither pursue nor awest 
any of those who fly to it, although the sovc- 



ON THE ISLAND OF 35 1 

reigns are under the dominion of tlfe' iiigh^ re- 
gency. ^ 4- ^^. .4 

The capital, built wholly of bamboo/ is mlU-' 
ated on the sea-shore, near the mouth of a gieat 
river, which empties itself into the bay. The 
king resides there in a kind of palace, built, in 
the European style, within an old rdinous fort, 
with eighty pieces of brass cannon of all sizes, 
partly without carriages, and altogether un- 
serviceable. 

The Dutch, on the contrary, have, at the side 
of it, a fort in a very good state, which com- 
mands lh3t of the king as well as the city. 
They have a commandant, four artillery officers, 
and fifty Europeans, who encamp without the 
• city on account of its unhealthincss, The kirtg 
of fiantaip assumes the European costume on 
great public days ; fie has a scarlet or other co- 
loured coat embroidered with gold, with boots, 
spurs, a hat, sword, and poniards. On other 
occasions he dresses in the Malay matiner, but 
very rich, and always carries two poniards. The 
natives of his kingdom are generally distin- 
guished from those of Java : the former have 
their hair loose, with a small cap, or narrow 
round hat without a brim ; their eyes and fea- 
tures also appear more ferocious chdn those of 
thejavansk 
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The (craglh) cotiUins front three to four hun- 
dred women. 

The kiogdom produces ail immenie quantity 
of rice pepper, with some small portten t(f 
lip and caliiiA Bantam to Batavia, by 

land> is ninety miles. 

The Lampons country in the island of Su- 
matra, though larger tlian the kingdom of 
]QaPtam, is dependent upon it. The king de- 
rived much morfe advantage from it a few years 
since, but the Lampons having risen and given 
shelter to some pirates, with whom they make 
common cause, his authority is almost at an 
end, and the caliu-mincsarc not worked. 

The Batavian government has long had in 
serious contemplation to establish a factory in * 
the island of Sumatra, which is onlyr separated 
from that of Java by the Straits of Sunda, and 
would open various lucrative branches of com^ 
mercc^ its camphor being the best which is 
known, and producing large quantities of ben-f 
zoin, pepper, rice, and calin. Its attention was 
therefore directed to Lampons Bay, which is 
spacious, deep, with good anchorage, and situ- 
ated ftt the entrance of the Straits of Sunda, near 
the southern point of the island, almost oppo- 
site to Bantam ; but this bay being the resort of 
vast numbers of pirates who inftst those seas^ 
they were prevented forming an establishment 
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by the almost utter incipossibility of rooting thcru 
out, or rather by the inadequate means employed 
to . effect it^ Armed ships were often sent to 
burn the villages of the pirates; but being con- 
fined to this object, they always returned when it 
was accomplished. The whole country is en- 
tirely a habitation for Indian vagabonds and 
thieves, and is, \n a great measure, in a state of 
insurrection against its sovereign, the king of 
Bantam. 

In the last expedition w/iich the high regency 
fitted out, against it,/ M. Brandels, an able 
officer, was*sent to fix upon a favourable situa- 
tion for a fort, barracks, and storehouses; but 
this ended, like the former, in burning a few 
•hilts, the Indians sheltering themselves in the 
Interior; and the officer reported that he could 
discover no place fuitable for such an establish- 
ment, having seen nothing but impenetrable 
marshes the whole length of the coast, and some 
distance up the country. 

The Hollanders were not discouraged by the 
ill success of these endeavours. 

The Batavian government, for the better ac- 
complishment of its purpose, made it a matter 
of interest to the kingof Bantam, who was after- 
wards assassinated, and who, on coming to his 
throne, engaged to supply government with a 
cqpsiderable quantity of rice and pepper at a 



354 ON THE ISLAl^D OP JAVA. 

shamefully low price, which, being unable to 
deliver to the extent, as he was forced to collect 
the greater part from the Lamporfs, his richest 
possession, which their rebellion and the®nutnbcr 
of pirates prevented, he* felt himself interested in 
supporting the regency. He consequently under-^ 
took to subject and reduce the rebels to obe- 
dience at any rate, provided the high regency 
would be at the expense of, and furnish him with, 
three hundred European troops. His proposal was 
accepted, and the three hundred men were sent, 
with major Legrevisse at their head. These troops 
repaired to Bantam, where they remained at the 
king*s disposal, expecting that every thing was 
ready for their embarkation ; but, in the interval, 
news having been brought to Batavia, by an 
American, tliat war had actually „taken place, 
the government lost no time in recalling the 
troops, and the project was again deferred to 
a more favourable opportunity. 

It is very clear, that if the Dutch obtained a 
respectable footing in the Lampons country, 
with a fort, garrisoned by three or four hundred 
Europeans, some Maduran companies, and a 
resident, they might easily hold a communication 
wit!^ the sultan of Palimbang ; in like manner 
form* alliances with .the different kings and petty 
princes within the line which bounds the king- 
dom of Achem, whose sovereign is the most 



ON THE ISLAND OP JAVA. 355 

powerful of the whole island ; destroy, and 
ultimately, by degrees, annihilate the English 
factory at Bencoolen ; by their alliances effect a 
balance of power against Achem, and secure 
nearly all the produce* of the whole island of 
Sumatra, which is very great, both for fertility 
and extent. 

The 30th May is the anniversary of the con- 
quest of Jacatra and founding of Batavia. A salute 
of artillery from all the forjs and batteries of the 
line of defence announces this fete in the morn- 
ing. The governor-general and the whole 
council repair, in full dress, at seven o’clock, to 
the hall of audience in the castle. The edler- 
bailli, president of the city magistracy, leaves 
Them, takes a coat and black cloak, and, at the 
head of aH the sheriffs, in sinailar costume, 
renews, to the council, their oath of fidelity to the 
noble Company, high regency, and the Batavian 
republic ; after which the governor delivers an 
appropriate speech, and they withdraw in the 
same order. The cdler-bailli then resumes his 
seat amidst his colleagues, and a grand cogncil 
is held till one o’clock. In the evening the 
governor has a party extraordinary, at his house ; 
and thus the day concludes. 
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CHAPTER VL 

PaJankang. — Balemhomug . — Bagnouwangie 
— Indiaji Prince and Dutch Commandant. 

Palankang is a village a league and a half up 
the country, to the right of the mouth of Balcm- 
bouang Bay. It is intersected by a small river, 
whose entrance is opposite to it. On the 13th 
February 1S05, general Tombeand his company 
were visited by the Joudo-Nogoro, prime minister 
of the country. He came on horseback with his 
escort to Palankang, where he got irito a canoe. 
Scarcely had he reached the side of the bay when 
tbe Malays did him homage, by seating them* 
sd^ids cross-legged on the ground *behind him. 
His business was to announce the Dutch com-; 
mandaht, who arrived at three o'clock in a 
beautitul barge with an awning, oh which the 
Dutch pendant was hoisted. They returned in 
the same style. 

The landing at Balembouang is difficult, and 
the coast dangerous, particularly at the hbrth of 
the river, where is a sand-bank. The com- 
mandant, a German, Bsrem Wiketittatm, had 
formerly been one of the guard of honour to the 
emperor of Mataran, when he married a Malay 
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lady» and on this^ the eldest son's birth-d^yy 
he gave a great entertainment. 

E^itendingat the bottom of a grand saloon, was 
a transparent curtain, for a Malay comedy, which' 
opened with noisy musics disgusting to the ears of 
ian European. The musicians all sate cross-legged ; 
a dozen of them beat gomgoms, a kind of cop- 
per, and very sonorous, cymbals, of different 
sizes for variety in sound. The director of tlie 
band played the principal instrument in use 
among the Indians; it is a two-stringed fiddle, 
the handle about a foot and a half long, and fiat. 
The body made of a very large, scarce, and 
dear cocoa-nut, which the Malay princes pro- 
cure at an exorbitant price. This species is 
lonly found in the islands of Madura and Baly. 
The nut is (gstened to the handle, almost at the 
end ; the fiddle-stick is a bent rotangy and the 
strings of horse-hair. The instrument is placed 
perpendicularly on the ground, like a violonccljo, 
and the sound is not unlike what is produced 
from that instrument when the bow !s drawn 
over the strings behind the bridge. The musiciau 
sometimes stops to sing, which he does most 
wretchedly, and always in one tone. 

The music played during breakfast, which 
consiste,d of tea, coffee, ^nd fruit ; the ladies 
afterwards withdrew to the saloon, where the 
music was, and, seating themselves on one side 
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on great mats spread on the ground, began play- 
ing cards. 

At noon dinner was served, and as the company 
were of three very different nations, it was in the 
European, Chinese, and Malay style, so that each 
might choose. Toasts were drank in Bourdeaux* 
wine, of which the commandant had received a 
few bottles as a present. 

Tea followed, and betel was handed to the 
tomogon, to his ministers, the prime mandore 
of the Malay army, and the chief of the Chinese; 
card-playing and smoking then continued till 
nine o’clock, when supper was stfrved. The 
next day the fete was repeated as from Madame 
Wikermann, to whom the visitors paid their 
respects accordingly. After dinner the party* 
took a ride, in carriages, to a peppey and coftee 
plantation, which the commandant had first 
established on the India Company’s account, in 
New Land, a mile from the village ; and then 
on to an old plantation, named Socoradija, also 
under his direction, a league further up the 
country than the former. 

Daring a ten days stay here M. Tombe and 
his friends visited a prince, who is also 
high - priest, and a chief of the Chinese. 
They were well received by both, state chairs 
and music being prepared on their entering tlie 
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palaces, where they took tea, coffee, and pre- 
served fruits, and smoked pipes. These chiefs 
had probably been informed of the intended 
visits by Baron Wikermann, as the company 
found that they were eltpected, by similar pre- 
"parations being made at both places. 

Bagnouwaiigie is the only Dutch post on the 
eastern part of the island of Java ; it is situated 
five leagues from the mouth of Balembouang 
Bay, in the Straits of Baly, and seven from the 
coast ; a small river, also named Balembouang, 
runs through it. It has a little earth fort lined 
with turf, surrounded by a ditch full of water, 
over which are two drawbridges. The garrison 
consists of—ist, a lieutenant, who has the 
^command of and lives in the fort, where are 
three capital residences with out-offices, besides 
a guard- house— 2d, a company of Madurans 
intermixed with about ten Europeans and some 
Sammanapp artillery, with a Dutch second- 
lieutenant and sergeant. 

Opposite to, and at the side of, the mouth 
of the river are a bank and several reefs ; 
but there is anchorage notwithstanding. I'wo 
pilots, who reside in the village, precede the 
^hips which pass the Strait, to point out an- 
chorage to such as want to take in provisions 
and water. 
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The commandant has the management of two 
fine plantations of pepper and coffee, a6 already 
mentioned, and an indigo manufaciEofy adjoin- 
ing. In the middle of the former is a lat^c shed 
for depositing and drying the coffee and pepper, 
A rivulet passes through it, which has a sluice to* 
distribute the water, by subterraneous channels, 
into two great basons, one of which, opposite 
the shed, is entirely of brick, and into gutters 
which water the roots of the pepper-lrecs. A 
third of the distance from each end of the prin- 
cipal avenue of this plantation are huts built of 
bamboo, and covered with cocoa-leaves, for 
those who have the care of it. A river runs at 
one side of the indigo-house, on which are sheds 
and other houses, also a building in which the^ 
Malays employed there, reside. 

A league beyond, at Sacoradaija, are an ex- 
tensive old brick-built house, hospital, and prison, 
for the Malays. Immediately in front of the 
house is a very large stove of flat, well-ce- 
mented, square tiles for drying coffee. So old is 
the plantation, that the branches of the coffee- 
trecs completely fill up the avenues to it, and arc 
not easily put aside to pass through. 

The commandant, Wikerroann, is also charged 
to keep up the friendly ties which subsist between 
the kings of Baly and the Company. 
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The Balyans who cross the Strait and coioe to 
Bagnouwangie, cannot bo received until they 
arc furnished with a passport, written on a 
badatoier leaf. 

This establishment Is surrounded by a village 
of the same name, where the tomogon resides. 
It consists of thirty Chinese and forty Malay 
families. It is separated from Panaroukan by a 
desert, thirty-five leagues across, very mountain- 
ous, and covered with thick woods, full of tigerSf 
buffaloes, and leopards ; and being also one of 
the most unhealthy of the whole island of Java, 
all the mMcontcnIs of Samarang and Surabayc, 
as well European officers as soldiers, arc ba- 
nished thither for five or six months, according 
to the degrees of their offences. All the Javan 
and Maduran criminals, condemned to the gal- 
lies, are also transported to it for life, to 
work in the new plantation and in that of Sa- 
coradaija. 

The environs of the fort and village arc suFt 
rouuded by marshes, which frequently occasion 
putrid diseases among the few Europeans and 
natives who live there. The unhealtbiness of 
this country, however, is mostly owing to 4 
volcano, a league and a half within the western 
part of the isle of Baly, opposite to the establish- 
ment. This volcano frequently emits a shower 
of ashes which cover both the establishment and 
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its vicinity, as happened in 1804, and soon 
afterwards occasioned a great number of mortal 
diseases, " 

Before quitting this part, it should btf ob- 
served that all the geographers, ancient and 
modern, err in placing a town of this name in 
the eastern part of Java ; describing it as a city 
too, which, according to some, contains 1 0,000 
inhabitants, carries on a considerable trade, and 
whither all the ships of the East resort. 

, Balembouang Bay, the entrance of which begins 
at Gounong-Ikan point, in the Strait of Baly, is 
entirely desert and full of thick woods' down to 
the water^s edge, where, at every step, may be 
seen tracks of the wild beasts, which haunt 
(here in great numbers. In fact, in this ex- 
tremity of the island, there is no establishment 
whatever, except the carapong of Palankang, a 
league and a half inland, to the right on enter- 
ing the bay : it is true that, forly or fifty 
years ago, the India Company had a battery 
and tent, round which was a small Malay and 
Chinese village; but that establishment, which 
was only intended for the refreshment of ships 
passing the Strait, and to keep up the amicable 
relations with the Balyans, for the slave-trade, 
has been abandoned ; . six European officers, 
who successively commanded them, having all 
died of the dropsy, from the unwholesome 
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water of two rivulets, the mouths of which arc 
at the side of the place where it stood. This 
post has subsequently been transferred to the 
Bagnauwangie stream, whither the natives have 
also followed it. • 



3(4 ISLAND 0 ? MTA. 


CHAPTER VII. 

c 

Catdpang. — Caravan into the Interior of Java * — • 
Desert of Balembouang^ — Panaroukan, — Prin- 
cipalities of BesouJciy Banger, Passourouang and 
BangelL — Reception by Javan Princes. 

Iro-Gounon, tomogon of Balembouang, ordered 
a hundred Malays to attend a caravan, of which 
jMi Tombe formed a part, into the interior of 
Java ; twenty- five as a personal escort, and seventy- 
five to carry the baggage. They were' all armed 
with poignards, and one party also had lances 
of eighteen feet long, and another carbines, to 
protect them from the tigers, leopards, and, what 
were still more to be dreaded, on account of 
their ferociousness, wild bufFalocs, Having three 
days journey of desert to pass, they had, inde- 
pendently of their own horses, and those of the 
escort, fifteen others laden with provisions for 
the whole caravan. 

On the 26th February 1805, it left Bagnou- 
wangle for the little village of Catapang, two 
leagues off, on the coast in Baly Strait. The 
road is very fine and level, through a large forest, 
in which were seen a great number olf peacocks 
and apes ; the latter jumping from tree to tre^ to 
catch the others on the wing. 
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Continuing along the coast for about an hour, 
the caravan halted at a spring, which flows frofm 
a rock, where every one refreshed himself. Pre- 
viously to entering the desert, dispositions ^erc 
made that the caravaft might be always on the 
defensive. The party proceeded one by one, led 
by. the first mandore, armed with a lance, which 
he carried horizontally over his horse’s neck. 

As, in these deserts, there can be no cncanip- 
ment at night, without being subject to be de- 
voured by wild beasts, besides that the coWnOsf 
of the ni^ht-air in Java is mortal, particularly to 
Europeans, the governor, resident at Samarang, 

* has built, about twelve leagues apart, a shed aiid 
a house for travellers; they are constructed of 
bamboos covered with cocoa- leaves, surrounded 
by hedges and ditches, and guarded by armed 
Malays, who constantly, and especially at night, 
keep up fires about and in the centre Of the in- 
closure. 

The caravan tJeached the first post, BagUOU- 
Matic, New Death, so called because some na-* 
tives and Europeans have been devoured there, at 
three o’clock in the afternoon : here were some 
mattresses and mats of rotang* The inlets to 
the inclosure were barricaded, and grmt fifes 
were lighted within awd round it. The night 
passed quietly ; sotoc lowings ohly being heard, 
4nd scvcfal buf&locs coming to . one of 4te Ua- 
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trances to drink at a rivulet which runs near. 
Four Malays armed with lances kept guard du- 
ring the night at the entrance of the dwelling. 

The road from Catapang to the post of* Bag- 
nou-Matie, is merely a vvay known to the na- 
tives ; even the trace of it is lost in many parts of 
the wood. This path is scarcely wide enough for 
one person, and is bordered on each side by very 
thick grass, nine or ten feet high, which adds to 
the danger of the journey, as the tigers often 
conceal themselves in it, and can make their at- 
tack when it is least looked for ; different places 
were distinguishable where these animals had 
been. The path is always up or down hill, and 
the dead branches of trees crossing it make end- 
less stoppages: it also crosses several small rivers, 
the points of rocks in many parts of A^hlch ren- 
der the fords extremely rugged. 

On the 24th the caravan crossed a rapid river, 
and after going up the side of it for two hours, 
hailed. Here Joudo-Nogoro's colleague, Mas- 
soura-Adijlaga, who accompanied the caravan, 
dismounted his horse to purify himself, which 
he did by dipping his head in the water three 
times, notwithstanding the danger of stopping ; 
but his religion prescribed it, and he was 
surrounded by his escort. 

At two in the afternoon the caravan arrived at 
the second post, Sonbourouarou, which is also 
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guarded by Malays: Massoura-Adijlaga has built 
several houses here for himself and his wives, 
as he sonlelimes spends a fortnight or month 
together at it. He has a flock of goats, herds of 
deer, and much poultry. The road was nearly 
the same as before, and still in the forest. 

The baggage, it should be observed, generally 
sets out before daybreak. On the 25th the cara- 
van followed it, as usual, about an hour after. 
Massoura-Aclijlaga informed the party that he 
should take his leave at the river of Calie-Ticos, 
Rats River, which is at the extremity, and on 
the frontier of the kingdom of Balembouang, as 
he was not to go further. It arrived there at ten 
o’clock in the morning. This river, the water of 
which is whitish and unwholesome, is remarkable 
for its c:^traordinary rapidity. It is wide, and 
shut up between tw'o very steep mountains. On 
the crest of the mountain, on the left bank, near 
the ford, is a small hamlet inhabited by Malays, 
who, apprized of the caravan, and having per- 
ceived it at a distance, came into the water up 
to their waists, and guided the horses to facilitate 
their passage. These wretched Indians, dwell- 
ing in the midst of tigers and leopards, acquitted 
themselves of the duty of hospitality on this oc* 
casion ; they had dressed some maize in the ear, 
spread it on bamboo majp at the river side, and 
set it before the company as the best thc'y had. 
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apologizing tliat, being poor orang-gounon, 
mountaineers, they had nothing else to give. 
They partook of this breakfast, and added lo it 
some roasted fowls, which the minister brought 
from Sonbourouarou. The company drank some 
water preserved and carried in bamboos, mixing 
with it a little gin, which remained of two flasks 
which the commandant of Bagnou wangle gave the 
mandores for the purpose, and who carried them 
suspended in large cocoanut-shells. 

The caravan continued its route, having taken 
leave of the minister, and, an hour afterwards, 
crossed a river, the sides of which are very dan- 
gerous from the tigers of the environs, which 
often go there, five or six together, to quench their 
thirst. Several extremely fierce tiger-cats were 
seen skipping about, which went off as it ap- 
proached them. There were also many apes, 
two of which, from their size, might be orang- 
outangs, wild men of the woods. 

At length, at three in the afternoon, the cara- 
van got out of the desert, and entered an im- 
mense plain, dotted with thickets and rice-fields, 
forming a fine contrast to the preceding solitary 
gloom. 

Leaving a village on the right, at five o'clock 
the party arrived at Panaroukan, the capital of 
the ancient kingdom of that name, of w’hich 
a rich Chinese is the chief. He attended, and 
excellent beds were made ready in chamber^ 
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He occupies a very large house built of wood, 
the front of which resembles that of a theatre. 
He immediately ordered tea and preserved fruit 
to be s*erved. The arrival was no sooner known, 
than the paty, chief of the Malays, paid his visit. 

At seven o’clock the company were most agree- 
ably surprised with a grand supper, wholly in 
the Euro}>ean style, and in so great profusion, 
that they at first thought other guests were ex^ 
pected. The only deficiency was wine, for which 
was substituted gin and water. 

Being invited to make some stay with the host, 
they consented, and the more readily on M. 
Tombe’s part, as he had learnt that there was a 
small fort in this country, occupied by a. dozen 
^luropean invalids, rorartiandcd by a sergeant. 
The escort, in consequence of the intended stay, 
returned to Bagnouwangic, and a new one of 
a similar number of Malays and iioiscs was or- 
dered to replace it the next day. 

Soon after the arrival of the caravan, one of the 
invalids introduced himself. He was ^ French- 
man, originally from Amiens, sixty-five years of 
age, and had been thirty years in the Company's 
service. M. Tombe told him his wish to see the 
fort, where he announced him, and he went 
there next morning with M. Jaussaud. The 
sergeant-commandant is eighty years old, though 
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he did not seem sixty, and the youngest of the 
detachment is fifty -five. 

The fort is unimportant; it is square, built 
with palisades and planks, which are Tailing 
down from age; mounts Your two-pounders, and 
is surrounded by a wide ditch full of water. It* 
has two entrances, with a good drawbridge — the 
principal entrance fronts the coast. It stands on 
a marshy plain, three quarters of a mile from 
the coast. The Dutclj flag is planted opposite the 
fort. 

Within it is a small barrack-house, the rooms 
of which are tolerably comfortable. The ser- 
geant’s apartments are at the entrance, and iso- 
lated. They consist of three compartments and a 
kitchen on the side of the guardhouse. Thescr 
old soldiers, although their pay is Uxt moderate, 
live tolerably well, and make no complaints, as 
provisions are cheap, and their food consists 
principally of fish, poultry, and rice, with which 
the vicinity abounds. 

Panaroukan is situated in the Strait of Madura,, 
near Gape Sandanna, upon a river which empties 
itself by several branches into the sea : neither 
of them is navigable even for canoes, except in 
great floods. It is said that there is a passage 
for coasting vessels, in the midst of the reefs which 
line the coast, and which gave rise to the fort, 
which it has long been in agitation to rebuild of 
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stone, as it, at the same time, serves as a check on 
the natives and Chinese in the event of an in- 
surrection. 'From this fort, when the weather 
is clear, can be seen Sammanapp, and the south- 
eastern island. It is a considerable village, in- 
habited by one third Chinese and two thirds 
Malays; and either nation has its own temple, 
priests, and bonzes. 

On the 27th, the escort and horses being 
ready, the party set off fom Panaroukan for 
Besouki, another Malay principality, where they 

arrived in the afternoon. The distance is about 

% 

eleven leagues of extremely bad road, and con- 
tinually in the woods to within a gun shot of 
the place. At noon they found themselves in an 
Immense plain of rice, interspersed with thickets, 
exhibiting a delightfully picturesque view. The 
approaches to Besouki are very beautiful, on ac- 
count of their variety of pleasant scenery. The 
whole plain was then animated by a multitude of 
Javans, male and female, employed in the planta- 
tions and other work which the rice requires. 

Besouki is a very large village, about three 
leagues from the coast. The mandores con- 
ducted the party to the tomogon’s palace, but 
he was from home. His people asked them to 
walk in and wait. The paty, chief of this carn- 
pong, came soon after to inform them that the 
tomogon was gone to visit the prince of Sam- 

A A 2 
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mauapp, his father-in-law, and that he would 
not return till five o’clock in the evening. lie 
then led them to his own house, where he 
showed every attention, immediately serv- 
ing up roasted fowls, excellent broth, curry- 
fish, rice, tea, fruits, and sweetmeats. At five 
o’clock they were apprised of the return of the 
prince, to whom they were immediately con- 
ducted, and presented by the paty. The tomo- 
gon gave them a civil reception under a shed 
opposite his palace, in which they had tea and 
preserved fruits. Mats were laid on the ground, 
at the side and without, for the paty and his 
suite, who were served with betel. 

The prince is from forty to forty-five years of 
age, a native of China, and never had but ond 
wife, with whom he still lives, altirough poly- 
gamy is customary with the Mahometans : he 
has no children. He is reputed, by the Dutch of 
Java, a well-informed man, of some know- 
ledge in physics and mathematics. His grand- 
fatiier, a Cliinesc chief, having put himself at 
the head of a party of his own nation and the 
natives, in a war which one of llie emperors of 
Matarain bad to sustain against several neigh- 
bouring kings, and having obtained great suc- 
cesses, that emperor, in return, proniotcd him 
to the dignity of toaiogon upon condition that 
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he should abjure his religion ; which he did, that 
his children might succeed him. 

His dress consists of nankeen trowsers, in the 
Frencb style, with yellow slippers, which forms 
a singular contrast to his moustaches, turban, 
Bnd Malay jacket. The company took leave of 
him to visit the mosques and tombs of his an- 
cestors. 

Besouki is a considerable village, intersected, in 
various parts, by a small river. The tomogon’s 
palace is built, in theEurop?an manner, of white 
Stones : in front is a large court with a wooden 
gate. He appeared to be more reserved than thei 
others towards his subjects who were about 
him. 

• The environs of this canton abound in rlcc ; 
and game is very common, owing to the quantity 
of thickets which cover the plain. 

On the 28th the party set off, at six o'clock 
in the morning, with a new escort and fresh horses. 
As they had a long distance to go, the paty of 
Besouki sent forward, over-night, to a petty chief 
of a village through which they must pass, 
some poultry, .eggs, and rice, with an order to 
have them ready for their arrival. The road is 
in many places bad : it crosses several rice-fields, 
some small rivers, and an inconsiderable wood. 

The village where they dined is unimportant, 
ind a brook runs across it, 

AA 3 
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They reached Ihe tomogon’s of Banger in the 
evening, and were most courteously received. 
The paty immediately paid them a visit, and took 
tea with them, and betel after it. There Were 
only three European beds in the tomogon’^ 
palace. • 

This young prince, being curious in regard to 
foreign articles, wished to see the form of the 
officers’ trunks. After having closely examined 
them, perceiving that he had touched two cases 
made of pig- skin, ofi which some of the bristles 
yet remained (that animal is detested by these 
people, who are all Mahometanc), instantly 
called for a basin of perfumes and aromatics, 
and washed his hands to purify himself. 

His disposition seemed very gentle, and bis. 
subjects appeared greatly attached to him. 

The table Was elegantly set out, though 
the provisions were all dressed in the Malay 
fashion : it was spread with fine linen and beau- 
tiful silver plate, and was lighted by four large 
flambeaux in candlesticks of massy silver. The 
tomogon did the honours, and was surrounded 
by thirty Malays sealed on the ground, except 
the mandore who waited. Excellent Bourdeaux 
wine was set before the company, and they 
drank several toasts with three, the Malays all 
joining in the huzza. Candles were necessary, 
although it was the middle of summer, for, in 
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the latitude and longitude of Java^ day and night 
are nearly equal throughout the year. At six or 
half past sijc in the morning day begins, and ends 
at th^ same hour in the evening : there is neither 
twilight nor dawn ; ^t least they are not per- 
ceptible. The tomogon himself showed them to 
their rooms, where they had capital beds, beau- 
tiful lineri, and very fine musquito-nets, orna- 
mented with fringe, and almost new. Several 
Malays slept on mats under the bedsteads, and 
at the doors of the rooms, tp be ready to give 
assistance, were it requisite, in the night. 

The prince was preparing a grand entertain- 
ment for his father, who was expected the next 
morning : he was seventy years old, and, on ac- 
count of his age, had recently abdicated in his 
son^s favour, and retired to Surabaye. 

On the* 1st of March the party began their 
journey, after having breakfasted: every thing 
was in readiness for the old man’s reception, and 
a rich carriage, drawn by two fine horses, went 
to meet him. 

It is only nine leagues from Passourouang, 
and good travelling for the horses. The road, 
which is large and old, is in the middle of rice- 
fields, with some hills easy of ascent and well 
cultivated. The country from Besouki is most 
delightful. The vicinity*of the villages presents 
picturesque views, from the feet of the high 
A A 4 
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mountains, in the interior, to the sea. The 
plains are strewed with thickets, which seem as 
though planted expressly for their ornament, 
to render the view more fascinating ; and a q[iuU 
titude of Malay men and women working at the 
ground, give life to the enchanting picture. 

The escort reached Passourouang at noon, and 
was well received by the Dutch commandant 
Hcssclaar, a captain of foot. He was many 
years lieutenant in the European cavalry, which 
acts as guard of honour.to the emperor of Solo ; 
and the appointment of Passourouang was given 
him to retire to. He has with him Iwp officers, 
some subalterUvS and European soldiers, and some 
companies of Malays, to guard a small fort of 
masonry, rather intended against the natives, in 
case of revolt, than against an cj^ternal foe. He 
also has the management of several cofisiderable 
plantations of coffee and pepper belonging to the 
Company, and which are, in the environs ; like- 
vvifcC the direction of a yard for building the 
coasting-vessels necessary for the transport of 
those productions. The hill, and a mountain two 
leagues inland, arc cultivated, almost to the 
summit, with all kindsof European garden-stuff^ 
which never degenerate, vvliether from the situa- 
tion or from the soil in which they grow, and* 
which supply a great part of the civil and mili* 
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tary administrations of Surabaye, whose environs 
produce little in this way. 

I'his appointment is very lucrative to M. Hes- 
selaar,* being estimated to bring in 15,000 rix- 
sdollars a year. His hopsehold consists of thirty 
JMalay slaves from Baly and Macassar, ten of 
whom are musicians ; a Chinese belonging to the 
chief has tjiught them music, having learnt it 
himself from a German in the Company's service, 
who lived many years at Passouronang. He also 
has four elegantly gilt carr'ftges, and a one-horse 
chaise, with twenty fine horses richly capari* 
soned. His wife is a native, by whom he has 
several children. He always keeps a most splen-t 
did table. 

, On the morrow he introduced the party to the 
prince, with whom they took tea, smoked, and 
ate some preserved fruits : the prince afterwards 
showed them, in one of his yards, two immense 
tigers, in an inclosure of thick palisades. Three 
had been taken in traps by several of his subjects, 
but one of them died a few days before. 

The principality of Passourouang is one of 
those, in Java, where these animals are common* 
They next visited the Chinese campong, which 
is very considerable, this people forming a third 
of the population of the place : they also visited 
their chief, who set before ‘them pipes and tea. 
?d 350 uronang is the capital of a very largo 
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principality ; it is crossed by a wide river, which 
is navigable some leagues up the country for 
coasting- vessels, with which it is al^Yays covered. 
A fine wooden bridge communicates frQm one 
side to the other : the commandant’s house backs / 
the fort on the right bank facing the bridge.. 
This is a very extensive and commodious resi- 
dence, with many offices i the boat-yard is near 
the mouth of ^he river, which falls into the sea a 
short way beyond. 

M. GaufFe, surgeon-major of the 12 th French 
battalion, was there, but had gone into the in- 
terior to propagate vaccination among the na- 
tives, and to give them the advantage of that in- 
estimable discovery. On the 3d March they 
proceeded to Bangell, only seven leagues off.. 
The road is wide and excellent, over a plain, cul- 
tivated with rice and maize ; at some distance 
right and left are several villages, embosomed in 
papaya and bananas, and surrounded by cocoa- 
trees. The prince of Bangell is almost seventy 
years old ; he received them with particular kind- 
ness, and the usual ceremony. He abstains from 
wine, as he unites the rank of high priest with 
that of tomogon. This old prince is the elder 
brotherof the prince of Besouki, and consequently 
originally from China. He speaks all the oriental 
languages, particularly those of Madura and 
China, and has some id^as of European geogra- 
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phy : he conversed like one who had travelled, 
and more particularly in Italy, and was at no 
loss how tg make use of a map of Europe, which 
was 4aid before him. 

His eldest son, a. fine man, almost white, 
speaks Dutch fluently, and is well acquainted with 
civil architecture. He said that one of his legiti- 
mate wives was big of her sixty-first child, of 
which twenty-nine were dead, and of the remain- 
ing thirty-one, twelve were at Besouki, with his 
brother, who took charge of their education. 

The facility of procuring women throughout 
Java is rather singular. No sooner were the gen- 
tlemen in bed, than a Malay came to offer 
themt and it is the more remarkable, as the 
character of the people inclines to ferocity. The 
sex are slaves, and the men jealous in the extreme. 
It is also true that these sort of females, called 
rouguins, are free girls, or belong to unfor- 
tunate families, who thus give them up on the 
demand of the prince, to whom they refuse 
nothing, in the hope of obtaining favour and at- 
tention in return. 

The next day the caravan commenced the first 
day’s journey to Surabaye, the principal Dutch 
settlement in the Strait of Madura. The com- 
pany were conducted in the tomogon’s carriages 
to Soutacarie, the frontier town of his principa- 
lity, five leagues off, where their horses and cs- 
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cort waiicd for them with provisions, addressed 
to the chief, with whom they breakfasted. The 
road from l^angell to Soutacarie is wjde, even, 
and very fine ; the country is well cultivated in 
rice and maize, and full of large and populous 
villages. 

After leaving Soutacarie they were still three 
leagues from their first destination. They crossed 
the river of Bagieram, over a large wooden bridge, 
leaving, on the left, a chain of low hills of easy 
ascent. They kept along^the side of the river up 
to Surabaye : it is very wide, with several little 
islands, which, combining with the cliarnoingly 
varied country round Surabaye, render the ap- 
proach to it extremely fascinating. A league on 
this side of it, on the right, and close to the 
river, is a very extensive palace named Simpang, 
which one of the Dutch governors had built of 
brick : it now belongs to the chief of the Chinese, 
but is occupied by the present governor, who is 
bis tenant, and makes it his residence. 
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CHAPTER Vlir. 

Opasses. — Surahaye. — Environs. — Gressec. •— 
Entertainments by the Tomogon. 

OpAssEs are Maduran or Sammanapp soldiers 
always in wailing on the European officers, to 
whom they are at the same time servants. These 
Indians are naturally brave and intelligent. 

The Dutch governor of Surabayc is subordi- 
nate to ihat of Java. The principality is 
governed by two tomogons, one of whom is 
allied to the emperor of Solo, better known as 
cmjKror of Mataram. The garrison consists of 
major Franquemont, commandant of all the 
European* and Indian troops ; an adjutant, one 
hundred Europeans, including a company of the 
old Wurtemberg regiment; six companies of 
Maduran infantry and two of the Maduran ar- 
tillery, under the command of European officers, 
or officers born in the settlement. Here is a 
military hospital for one hundred and fifty sick. 

The capital of the settlement is the depot for 
the recruits, with which the princes of Madura 
and Sammanapp are obliged to furnish the Com- 
pany. 

Surabaye is a small town not mentioned in any 
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geography, although it is an establishment of 
some importance and very healthy. It is crossed 
by the river of Caliemas, not far from that of 
Bagieran, which falls into it a little higher.* The 
environs and their banks are full of villages in-^ 
habited by two thirds Malay and the remainder 
Chinese. 

The troops are quartered in a brick fort, con- 
taining a small arsenal, on the right bank of the 
river. The hospital is on the same side, without, 
and near the town. 

The government and all the officers dwell 
mostly on this side : on the opposite bank are 
the principal Malay and Chinese campong, to 
which there is a communication by two large 
wooden bridges. Two moles are just completed 
at its mouth, with batteries, indepepdently of 
those, previously there, to defend the entrance. 

The river is navigable for all the country 
coasters, of which it is always full. There are 
several small yards where they are built to draw 
ten and twelve feet water ; they are sold to the 
princes of Borneo and Baly ; likewise others 
for transporting the produce of the neighbour- 
hood, which is only rice. 

The ships destined for the Philippines and for 
China generally touch at Surabaye, especially in 
the season of the north-westers ; they there find 
every possible refreshment, except garden-stufij 
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which the Europeans are obliged to procure from 
the principality of Passourouang. Good native 
sailors may also be had there^ but it must be 
undd: an engagement to bring them back to Java. 

The mountains, in the vicinity, contain a tole- 
rably hard stone, in colour and veins exactly like 
box- wood. The natives work it very tastefully, 
by a wheel, into candlesticks, plates, and goblets. 
They also manufacture many little articles, 
such as combs, brushes, &c. of the buffalo's 
horn. 

A league and a half from Surabaye, upon a hill 
which rufts along the left bank of the river 
Bagieran, is a saltpetre-house. This factory 
might have been an important establishment, of 
great utility, had it been kept up, on account of 
the quantify of saltpetre- earthjin the vicinity, which 
is produced from the dung of a number of bats, 
with which the country abounds ; but it is given 
up, and was lately sold to a Chinese for the small 
sum of six hundred rixdollars, although it cost at 
least fifteen thousand. This seems the more in- 
explicable, as an European officer has been sent 
to look for saltpetre at Byman, near Sombawa 
island. Some say it was owing to private pique 
of the council to Baron Ogendorff, who originated 
the saltpetre -house. The rural walks about 
Surabaye are very pleasant, and so numerous, 
that they may be varied every day for a month, 
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without going the same twice. They are all 
wide enough for a carriage, and are shaded by* 
ihickets and close hedges of bamboo, banana, 
and other very high shtubs, which keep dtf the 
heat of the sun. Within the circumference of 
twelve miles is an infinity of campongs, so close 
to each other that they appear to make one city ; 
another proof of the salubrity and fertility of the 
country. One of the petty kings of the isle of Baly 
paid a visit to this place on his return from Batavia, 
whither he had been on behalf of the great king 
of that island, to solicit the Comj)any’s protec* 
lion and alliance, that he might be' enabled to 
put an end to tbe devastating scourge of intestine 
war, which has long prevailed among the kings 
and princes of his country. His suite consisted 
of one hundred men, armed with their poignards 
and klebans. One carried his parasol, another 
his betel- box, and a third his square silk cap, 
embroidered with gold. While he remained 
with the commandant, these three Malays sate 
cross-legged on the ground behind his state*chair. 
He had two other Mtilays with him, probably 
his ministers, or nobles, as they were seated, on 
chairs, by his side. 

The commandant engaged M, Tombe and hla 
friends on a water-party to M. Van-Harsen’s, re- 
sident of Gresscc, whither they went in a beauti- 
ful large barge belonging to the governor. 
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covered like the passage-boats of Holland ; the 

cabin occupied its whole length, except that, at 

either ^end, was space left for the master, some 

rowers, and a small sail to hoist when the 
* 

w'cather permitted. The cabin was very well 
furnished ; the seats, which went all round, were 
covered with good cushions : a table up the 
middle, with small lockers for provisions, and par- 
ticularly for pipes ; and lastly, latticed casements 
with silk curtains, comple(/2d the floating saloon. 

From Surabaye to Gressec by sea, is reckoned 
three leagues, which was performed in five 
liQurs, against wind and tide. The coast of 
Java, from the mouth of the Surabaye river, to 
Gressec, forms a large angle, with an island in 
the middle. A bank of sand and mud which 
runs along Ihe coast, and is almost always vi- 
sible, has rendered necessary a wooden molc,^ 
built on piles opposite the fort : it is six hundred 
feel in length : the boats are fastened to it, and 
the pier is ascended by a wooden ladder. Having 
gained the other extremity, we traverse a large 
room with neither door nor window over the 
abutment, probably intended for a guard-house, 
and, descending five steps, arrive at Gressec. 

Qressec, the capital of an ancient Javan king- 
dom, is now merely a small town divided be- 
twee;) the natives ^nd the Chinese. The latter. 
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here, as every where else, have their own cam- 
pong, temple, and bonzes. 

The small fort is built of stones ; vvithip it is 
a barrack for the guards \Yho have the care of it. 

The principal street is along the coast ; it con- 
sists of four or five large houses of beach stones, 
inhabited by the resident, Dutch admiral, book- 
keeper, some commissioners, and the Company’s 
surgeon. The street is wide, and shaded by se- 
veral rows of tall thick trees, opposite the houses; 
which makes the entrance rural and pleasant. At 
the end of, and behind the street ar(?; Malay and 
Chinese campongs, also the grand square, in 
which are the palaces of the two ruling tomogons. 
There is neither river nor rivulet at Gressec ; 
water for drinking is fetched from two springs,* 
halfa league off, near the coast, or it is brought 
ffrom Surabaye. The natives frequently use 
brackish water, and such as they catch from the 
rains. Notwithstanding the difficulty of pro- 
curing good water, and in spite of the marshes 
and stagnant pools which lie round the Malay 
and Chinese campongs, and the mud-bank on 
the coast, which, being dry at low water, con- 
tinually exhales intolerable vapours, the air of 
the place is very wholesome: sick persons are 
seldom met with, and it is esteemed the most 
salubrious of all Java : which would induce one 
to think that the unhealthiness pf the kingdom 
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of Bantam, Jacatra, and Balembouang, is rather 
owing to the nature of the soil than to the 
marshes. The currents, however, in this strait, 
whicli is very narrow, are so strong, that filth 
of whatever kind cannot remain long. 

A short league further, at the foot of the 
hills oh which Grcsscc stands, is a saltpetre- 
house in full work, established, by the Company, 
under the direction of the resident. 

The administration of, the country consists of 
a resident, and some Malay companies com- 
manded by natives. A Dutch sergeant of the gar- 
rison of Surabaye commands them in chief, with 
the title of military commandant. To give the 
latter some consequence among the natives, he 
is often, particularly when there are any officers 
at Surabaye, invited to the resident's tabic. 
There are also some inferior officers and a 
surgeon. Lastly, two tomogons govern the na- 
tives. The present princes are brothers, their 
father having long since ceded half the princi- 
pality to his eldest son, and subsequently, 
owing to his great age, finally abdicated in 
favour of the youngest of seven sons. 

This prince was major of all the Malay 
troops ; be had been promoted to that rank in 
preference to his next brother, to whom the rank 
fell, as being more capable of doing honour to 
the situation, ^ . 
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Returning from the resident to the yOunger 
tomogon, whose name is Ardyo adi Nogoto 
rlhe party were agreeably surprised, on enteting 
the jSrst court of his palace, to hear noisy 
music and a Malay play. The theatre was in 
a shed opposite his principal residence, and was 
nothing more than a transparent curtain of seVen 
or eight feet high, and eighteen or twenty feet long, 
stretched on a frame, and kept perpendicular by 
two feet fixed to eacb end. The ihanager was 
behind this screen, and gave action to card 
figures of different kinds, representing cavalry, 
infantry, kings and princes at war. It was 
exactly like what we terra Chinese shades. The 
Malay director at the same time sung of the dif* 
ferent fights and victories of the ancestors of the 
emperor and other princes of thecofmtry, to the 
sound of a number of kettle-drums and gorngoms 
of different sizes. 

The two- stringed fiddle, already described, 
was the principal instrument, and played by the 
leader of the band. The musicians were 
placed on one side of the theatre; on the other 
were the tomogon’s six brothers, seated respect- 
fully on chairs. In front, at some distance from 

* All the Indians, and consequently iheir musicians, seem 
to have sonte ideas of the different sounds of music. On the 
approach of the party to the palace the musicians played an 
ada^o ; when they saw them, an allegro. 
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tjie screen, state-cbairs were placed for the 
ropeans aad Ibe tomogon, who sate in the middle. 
In the long square which the company formed, 
were*thir;ty rouguins, fourteen to sixteen years 
old, ornamented with garlands of flowers. These 
girls danced round without touching each other, 
and turned very gracefully on one foot ; at the 
same time singing, in a languishing tone, the 
victories and praises of the emperors. They now 
and then sate down in a ^roupe on the ground to 
rest. In one of the angles outside the shed 
were two tables set out with Bourdeaux wine, gin, 
liquors, anil pipes, and it is customary to drink 
every instant. 

No sooner were the gentlemen seated than 
Ardyo adi Nogoro opened the ball by a kind of 
minuet witji two of the rouguins; after which, 
having placed them close together, he threw an 
handkerchief round their waist, and brought 
them for M. Tombe to do the same, which, in 
compliance with their customs, he did, and in 
the same way passed them to the next, and* so 
through all the European visitors. 

While the handkerchief was round the two 
girls, and before dancing commenced, a man- 
dore brought two glasses of gin on a silver dish, 
one for the dancer and one for the tomogon ; it 
was no sooner taken hold of, than the whole 
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assembly and spectators huzzaed three timcs^ 
after which the dancer did the same, and drank. 

At the opening of the Ktc the tomogon se* 
kcted, from the groupe of young girls, tht one 
whom he thought prettiest, brought her to M, 
Tombe, placed her on his knees, and left her * 
wholly at his disposal : he did the samft to the 
other five of the company. They were, how- 
ever, at liberty to change them if they were not 
to their taste ; and when they were tired of hav- 
ing them on their knees, they sate at their feet. 

This entertainment continued till half past 
five in the moroing ; at six they brcaltfa^ted, ^1 
at eleven arrived at Surabay 5 . 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Si3<tijo.--^Strait of Madura,— --RejTilmng. — Japura. 

•^Javanna.—^Samarang^Its Line of Defence.—^ 

TagaL—Tcheribon. 

Sid A I JO is a pretty village, which appears to 
great advantage from the mouth of the channel 
of the Strait of Madura, across Panka Point. 
On this point is always a military guard o£ 
three or four Europeans and some Madurans, 
sent by the resident of Gressec to protect the 
Dutch flag, and a small battery which is there. 
M. Loriaux, the engineer at Surabaye, in his 
plan for the defence of this part of the island of 
Java, has seen the importance of this post, and 
of the visage of Sidaijo, where is a fine road 
leading behind Gressec and Surabaye. He con- 
sequently has erected a much more considerable 
work, to which a company of Madurans, com- 
manded by European officers and subalterns, 
ha$ been added for the defence of the landing- 
place. 

At Panka Point are always Javan and Euro- 
pean pilots, who, as soon as they discover vessels 
standing for the channel, go before to pilot them 
to Gressec or Surabaye. The master of the pilot- 
boat has an order, from the resident at 
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Gressec, for the captains to give the name of 
their ship, their own name, what nation they 
are of, wlience they coihe, and whither they arc 
going. This declaration must be mado and 
signed by the captain or one of his officers ; the 
pilot then stays on board, and the master re- . 
sumes his post. The same custom occui;s at the 
port of Ancere, in the Strait of Sunda, ^nd 
at Bagnouwangle, in the Strait of Baity. ^ Rt- 
freshments may be procured at the same time ; 
for the mastar arid Malay l-owers generally aVail 
themselves of the opportunity to supply the 
sailors and passengers, at very low prices, With 
fish, poultr)^, eggs, garden-stuff, and fruit. 

The chanrid of the Strait of Madura, where 
it narrows, is only eighty-three fathoms wide ; 
its edfraqce is designated by buoys. Although, 
at the beginning, there are only three, three and 
a half, and Tbur fathoms vvater, the largest men 
of War can piass it; the bottom being merely mud, 
■which is easily worked through, without the least 
danger, in the lightest breeze, and by the force of 
the currents. 

After leaving this Strait and doubling Tanka 
Point, is seen Rembang, a small settlement on 
the northern coast, in a spacious hollow ; then 
nearing and doubling Japara Point, pass in front 
of Javanna, another Dutch settlement, where 
ships moor somewhat at large: this settle- 
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Irtiftnt, and that of Japara, being open roads, and 
-the coast not altogether free from danger to tliose 
not weli acquainted with it. The residents at 
these ^places are commissioned to see the engage- 
Wients of the princes wjth the Company fulfilled, 

^ by causing the rice, sugar, and coffee, which the 
country, produces, to be deposited in the maga^ 
zincs, until the ships come to take them to the 
gcfncral magazines at Samarang. 

Samarang, only about sixty miles distant from 
the residence of the efnpcror of Samarang, and 
one hundred and five from that of the sultan of 
Joucki, the two most powerful princes in the 
island, is rather a pretty town, on the northern 
coast of Java ; it is situated about seventy-two 
miles west of Surabaye, and ninety east of Tchc- 
ribon ; intersected by the Great River, so called 
because it is the largest in the vicinity. . 

It is a free road : ships wHch draw four and 
five fathoms cannot anchor nearer than a Icagqe 
and a half from shore; merchant-vessels which 
draw two fathoms, and two and a half, may ap- 
proach within about a league. At the mouth of 
the Great River is a shoal, but it is marked by 
buoys. 

A short mile east of the mouth of the Greai 
River, is that of the "river Caligawa ; they arc 
both navigable a good way up the country for 
small boats ; of which that of Caligawa is always 
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full, because it runs through the large village 
of Torabaya, and the Javan and Chinese cam- 
pongs, where all the small trade of the neigh- 
bourhood is carried on. They both tak^ their 
rise in the mountains of tJic empire of Mataram. 

The houses occupied by the Europeans are, in . 
a great measure, built of small ston<j,8. The 
air is very healthy ; and, notwithstanding the 
great heat, one may walk out at any hour of the 
dayi without being liable to inconvenience from 
it. 

The authority of flie governor of Java, who 
resides there, extends from Tcherihon, exclu- 
sively, to the easternmost point of the island in 
the Strait of Baly. He is appointed by the high 
regency, ar>d is subordinate to the governor- 
general of Batavia. 

This establishment is very important to the 
Dutch. All the communications of the two em- 
pires of Mataram >and Joucki, as well as the 
other kingdoms and principalities, bear upon it ; 
wherefore it is the general depot of all the pro- 
duce of Java in rice, sugar, coffee, and pepper. 
The greater number of the vessels which fill the 
magazine of Batavia touch here. 

On a steep rock, three quarters of a mile be- 
hind Bodijon, is seen, from a bamboo observa- 
tory, all the neighbouring coast, mountains, and 
ravines. On the same height, a short distance? 
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Irom the observatory, are several tombs of the 
Javan princes, surrounded by walls of small 
stones. 

Ohservations on the Lhte of Defence of Samarang. 

The line determined on for the defence of this 
important post, extends from the river Tawang- 
Trassie to that of Clayrang. The intermediate 
parts of the two extremities of this line are na- 
turally protected by banks^, which prevent all ap- 
proach to them, and by impenetrable morasses, 
which do «way every hope and possibility of 
turning the centre-works, and penetrating into 
the interior. 

The part which forms the centre, and which 
is intrenched, commences at the Great River, and 
reaches to tlie mouth of the Caligawa, an extent 
of nine thousand six hundrec^eet. Many works 
have been constructed along ibis part of the coast 
and at the mouth of the two rivers, but time has 
ihovvn that the greater part of the positions were 
wrong. These works were thrown too forward, 
and were not substantial enough to resist the 
waves which continually break against them ; 
one part has been overwhelmed, and the other 
sunk down, and was swallowed up by the sea. 

To remedy this, and to piit the coast into as 
respectable a state as the nature of the ground 
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would permit, the governor, Engelhart, . has 
built, 

I. At the mouth of the Great Rjver, on the 
left bank, the angular fortification, called the 
Nieuwe-vvest-bateric, which, with the old re- 
doubt, called the Oost-baterie, which has been * 
repaired, and is on the opposite bank, seems an 
adequate defence for the mouth and entrance. 
Four guns, placed on the platform of a destroyed 
demi-bastion on the bank of the river, rather 
behind the fortificatiort, would not be unservice- 
able, as they would enfilade the mouth of the 
river and sweep the great bank optrositc, over 
which all boats can pass at high water ; but it 
would be prudent to construct a parapet to cover 
the cannoneers attached to those guns. 

a. A circular redoubt, called the^ Goedever- 
warting, constructed at five hundred and forty 
feet from the coas\ which sweeps the interme- 
diate plain, defends' the grand communication, 
parallel to it, and flanks the left part of the 
work, which forms the centre of the front of the 
defence. It would be more cft'cctual if a little 
wider. The face should be prolonged twenty- 
four feet, at the side of the river, to flank the 
Nieuwe-west-battric, and batter the gorge of 
the redoubt called the Oost-batcrie, in case the 
enemy should succeed in getting possession of 
this second work, and wish to establish himself 
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there. It would also be indispensable to destroy 
the demi-bastion which closes this gorge on the 
side of the plain ; for there can be no doubt that, 
if an enemy got possession of it, he would be 
protected by the samfe demi-bastion, which he 
would raise with the earth in front of the works, 
and would then be sheltered from the fire of the 
circular redoubt, and might batter the commu- 
nications on the plain. 

The centre is defended by a work called the 
Nieuwe angelcgte Gedette-van, a fortification 
looked upon, by the governor and principal 
military oibcers, as the citadel and bulwark of the 
establishment, where should be the central point 
collecting the troops, the post of reserve, and 
depot of provisions and stores, in case of any 
attack. But this work, which is seven hundred 
and eighty feet in front, is f^r from possessing 
all the advantage ascribecy^to it, although its 
fire seems pretty well calculated for the defence 
of the coast, the grand communication at the 
back, and the length which it occupies. It is 
surrounded by two branches of the Caimans 
river ; the left flank is lengthened to cover and 
enfilade the interior, which is seen. It also 
defends the Redan-oost of the old line, on 
which it is proposed to mount some field-pieces. 

A second circular redoubt, called Goede- 
Trouwe, Good Hope, is erected, on the plain, 
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between the work above mentioned, and those pn 
tl>c rivef Caligwa, at nearly the same distance 
from the coast as the former. This redoubt 
completely flanks the centre work ; and Zee- 
fe^ns-baterie, Mariners’* battery, defends the 
communication, and would prevent the enemy 
from establishing himself in the old* battery 
Poulus, in case he succeeded in making a land- 
ing on this front ; but it also might be somewhat 
widened : on one side the fire would be more 
extensive ; on the ottier it would have the ad- 
vantnfre of defending the communication with 
Zcemans-i)atcrie, the gorge of whic'b it might 
batter, as well as the Torabaya battery, and 
consequently not only prevent an enemy from 
intrenching himself in these two works, but * 
likewise defend the Caligawa rivQr, and co- 
operate in supporting a retreat, which might be 
effected along tb^^ight bank of the river Tora- 
baya. 

The Zeemans-baterie, and battery ofTorobaya,^ 
situated, one on the left, the other on the rights 
bank of the river Caligawa, near its mouth, are 
sufficient to defend the approach to it. The 
Torobaya battery is an old one rebuilt ; with a 
demi-bastion added, to prolong its right flank, 
so as to defile it, and cover the Qommunicatiori 
from Zeemans-baterie to Goede-Trouwe, the 
coast affording a space for landing of about tw« 
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hundred and forty feet. As an enemy, wishing 
to attack Samarang, might attempt to force the 
passage of the mouth of the river Caligawa, pos- 
sess himself of its defence, and establish himself 
^ there, to protect the disembarkation of his troops 
on the shore of the right bank, it is essential 
that there should be, at least, one battery, in 
the creek, formed by the junction of the Torabaya 
and Caligawa rivers. A small work in this place 
would defend the comn^iiiiication of the river 
Caligawa, impede an enemy's establishment in 
the two works situate at its mouth, and more- 
over drive him out of it when h^ was there. 

The centre work, and two circular redoubts, 
have not the necessary relief. In the first place, 
they are on marshy ground, which daily gives 
way ; in the next place, they ought to command 
the coast, which they are muej^ too low to do. 

Notwithstanding these different works, Sama- 
rang is far from being in a respectable stale^^of 
defence. It has but six hundred troops, of which 
one hundred and fifty, including the officers of 
the old Wurtemberg regiment, and forty na- 
tional grenadiers, are European. The artilkry 
is only served by Madurans and Javans, on 
whose steadiness the governor himself says he 
could not place much reliance if he were at- 
tacked. He was even convinced, that if five or 
3ix transports or armed boats were to appear 
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opposite the mouth of the two rivers, the gun- 
ners would abandon tl)e works, and conseqqe^tly 
leave the enemy at liberty to take pesses^ion of 
them, and penetrate into the country. Inde-. 
pendcntly of this inconvchience, and supposjing 
these artillerymen to be staunch, an entrance might * 
still be effected by the rivers Taw ang-Tra^sle and 
Clayrang, although they are small and shallow, 
and some large bamboos are planted in the 
mouth of the former, to prevent boats coming 
tljerc, and one or two small guns at the mouth 
of the other ; for all these obstacles, not l>eing 
supported, would soop be removed. 

A little more Ip the west of the mouth of the 
river Tawang-Trassie, the coast is healthy and 
ground firm, where troops may be landed withobt 
difficulty, and instantly strike into a large hollow 
way leading to th^^. town by Caliebanter, a height 
which commands the neighbourhood ; in the last 
fortification was there, in the middle of 
which runs the road, surrounded by mountains, 
woods, and inaccessible vallies, a league and a 
half from the town, which would be reached 
without any impediment. 

The erpperor of Solo is engaged to furnish the 
goverpor wkh ten thousand men, on his first 
requisifion, in case of an attack ; but the time it 
woul^ to collect this number of Malays, 
stored tfirpugbout the country, and in their 
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jAcnilieSj to form them into corps, and orgAoize 
thenij although their chiefs and companies a0 
already assigned to them, would afford the efiemy 
an opportunity of doing great mischief, by pos- 
sessing himself of the tt)wn,and small forts which 
defend the communications with the interior, and 
by increasing the fortifications, to maintain him* 
self there, until the Company could ratify it$ 
contracts with the princes, or enter into fresh 
engagements with them treaties of alliance. 

To guard against such an event, there ought 
to be, 

ist, Instead of the centre work, which is in- 
adequate to its object, a capacious fort of ma* 
sonry, which, supporting the advanced works, 
would defend and cover the town. 

ad, An uicrease of the garrison by a company 
of artillery, and a complete batfalion of infantry, 
all Europeans : these forces, added to those al- 
ready there, and to which the natives would 
more willingly unite, would do away every ap- 
prehension for the safety of the establishment. 

A fort has been ordered to be built on the 
road which connects the empire of Solo with 
that of the sultan of Joucki, from fear of an 
approaching rupture between those princes, na* . 
turally hostile to each other; and which will pro- 
bably be so contrived as to check whichever of 
the two may appear adverse to the Company. 
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The government of Java is the most lucrativtejr 
^ the highest office, in India, next to that of the 
governor-general. M. Engelbart*s •annual in* 
come is said to be two hundred and fifty fhou- 
sand piastres ; and, at his house, Asiatic pa- 
geantry is seen in all its splendour. His situa- 
tion, changed every four years, is reserved for 
the counsellors of India, who are not rich or 
have lost their property, the high regency being 
convinced that, before the expiration of their 
time, they will have re-established their for- 
tunes. 

Tagal is a small establishment, where is a 
resident, who carries into effect the engagements 
of the prince, by receiving, and depositing in the 
Company’s warehouses, the productions of the 
country. It is not a military post. The village 
is large, and divided between the natives and 
Chinese ; it is built at the bottom of a mountain, 
on which is a volcano, always burning. The 
mount is a remarkable object from the sea, for 
it appears to have, at the top, a very high tower, 
somewhat inclining, from the effect of the erup- 
tion. 

The irregular positions of all the out-offices of 
. the principal houses at Tcheribon, and of which 
some are at the side and others in the middle of 
a very extensive garden full of trees, basins, and 
running streams, make the situation truly pic- 
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tjuresque from the varioqs scenery round about 
it. The resident, who has for many yciyjk 
inhabited .this delightful retreat, has made it* 
mo^ enviable place. He has a good music- 
master, who has formed a band of fifteen of his 
slaves. In his garden, a short way from the 
housef he has built a bamboo orchestra : in one 
part of the garden is a large park of antelopes, 
male and female, and twenty sheds where he 
rears deer ; also a dozen large China vases sunk 
into the ground for an ftnmense quantity of gold, 
and silver fish. 

TcheritK)n is a small town, or rather a large 
village, the capital of the kingdom of that 
name, divided between two princes of the same 
family, each of whom has the title of sultan, and 
reside injt. From external appearance, their 
palaces affect little of Asiatic/ show, being built 
only of planks and bamboo. 

This place, one hundred and fifty miles east 
of Batavia, has only an open road, sheltered to 
the west by a large bank. It has four and a 
half and five fathoms water two leagues from 
shore, the distance at which ships are obliged 
to itiooF. Smaller vessels run along the bank to 
within three quarters of a league from Jand. As 
the river, near Tcheribon, divides into two 
branches, which fall into the sea a short distance 
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from each other, the country ships, which draw 
jbut four to six feet water, are obliged, in coming 

and going out of the principal branch, towajt 
for high tides on account of a small bank at its 
mouth, with only two and a half feet water 
when the tide is out. This river is always full 
of the vessels of Java andtof the surrounding 
islands. 

On the right bank of the river, and on the 
sea- side, is a small brick fort, surrounded by a 
fosse, over which is a bridge with a redoubt. 
The fort is of little consequence ; its embrasure- 
parapet is but eighteen inches thick. It is de- 
fended by four bad small guns, which serve 
rather to secure the Dutch flag and answer the 
salutes of the ships which pass or come in, than 
as a defence against an enemy, who might 
choose to take possession of it and establish 
himself there. 

The mole is in a very bad state ; on the left 
bank it is entirely down, and has in a great mea- 
sure disappeared. 

On the right bank it is still in being, but the 
piles are rotten, broken, or forced out. It was in 
contemplation to rebuild it, with a battery at 
the end, as well as two others on each of the 
banks, as a defence against the pirates who con- 
tinually infest the vicinity, and could easily at- 
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tack SO weak and unprotected a plaoe^ #nd 
pillage and lay it under cpntributioa. ^ 

The whole garrison is composed only of fifteeil 
Maduransi armed with bad firelocks, and Com- 
manded by a sergeant and two European cor- 
porals. 

'Ihia^ kingdom . pijbJuces the best and finest 
coffee of all Java ; the.grain is sound and small ; 
it is ulso famous for horses ; they arc small^ an^ 
well-made, but vicious. 

The elder of the sultans has a park of spotted 
deer, like antelopes^', which are taken in the 
adjacent forests. 

In the woods and mountains of this kingdom 
it is that the rhinoceros is most commonly met 
with. 

The air of Tcheribon is generally salubrious ; 
notwithstanding, leprosy is a prevalent disease, 
also disorders in the eyes, which are sometimes 
dangerous from April to December. 

In this town are only the resident, secretary, 
book-keeper, surgeon-major in the pay of the 
Company, and three subalterns, who are Eu- 
ropeans ; the rest are natives, who make up two 
thirds of the population, and Chinese, who have 
a considerable campong, and are employed in 
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retail trade and agriculture. T{ie ' establish* 
;5^4nent may bring in sixty thousand piastres a 
year ; it is independent of the government of 
Java, andjhe resident’ corresponds directl/with 
the high regency. 


FINIS. 
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